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California Council of Community Mental Health Agencies 

Leaders in the partnership that developed and promoted Proposition 63 

Board of Directors 

PRESIDENT 
Steven E. Elson, PhD 

Casa Pacifica Centers for Children 
and Families 

Camarillo 

PRESIDENT ELECT 
Darrell Evora 

EMQ Families First 
Campbell 

PAST PRESIDENT 
Rick Crispino 

Bonita House, Inc. 
Oakland 

TREASURER 
Sparky Harlan 

Bill Wilson Center 
Santa Clara 

SECRETARY 
Erin O'Brien 

Community Solutions 
Morgan Hill 

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
Jack Barbour, MD 

South Central Health and 
Rehabilitation Programs 

Lynwood 

Ken Berrick 
Seneca Center 

Oakland 

Patricia Costales 
The Guidance Center 

Long Beach 

Leon Hoover 
Kings View Corporation 

Fresno 

Ian Hunter, PhD 
San Fernando Valley Community 

Mental Health Center, Inc. 
Van Nuys 

Cynthia Jackson 
Kelartinian, PhD 

Heritage Clinic 
Pasadena 

Eva McCraven, PhD 
Hillview Mental Health Center, Inc. 

Pacoima 

David Pilon 
Mental Health America 

of Los Angeles 
Long Beach 

Camille Schraeder 
Redwood Children’s Services, Inc. 

Ukiah 

Christine Stoner-Mertz 
Lincoln Child Center 

Oakland 

Paul Taylor, CPRP 
Momentum for Mental Health 

San Jose 

Executive Director 
Rusty Selix 

Associate Director 
Michele Peterson 

COMMUNITY MENTAL H EALTH PROVIDER PER SPECTIVE  ON COUNTY  MENTAL 
 

HEALTH AND MEDI-CAL  MANAGED CARE PLAN  NEW  RESPONSIBILITIES
  

What we a re n ow  starting  is a  series of  key  first  steps  

	 Creating clear responsibility for health plans to cover “mild and moderate” 

conditions eliminates gaps in the continuum of care 

 MOUs between counties and plans to develop coordination and responsibilities 

begins to build a seamless system 

 A recognition of the need for screening and referral 

Problems we st ill  need  to address  - Contact  Rusty  Selix:  rselix@cccmha.org  

	 Mandated screening currently only applies to alcohol dependence under federal 

SBIRT (screening brief intervention referral and treatment) requirement 

	 Clinically it makes no sense to only screen for this condition when it is about a 

50% co-occurrence with mental disorders and it is so easy to have a 

comprehensive integrated screen 

 Criteria for determining what meets county criteria and what does not is left up 

to each plan and county to work out- should be standardized statewide 

 In some counties, a process by which private county contract providers could 

directly initiate care through evaluation and treatment if someone met county 

“severe” criteria has been suspended in favor of a centralized intake system 

through county or health plans- this results in denial or delay of care in many 

instances 

	 Screening and referral needs to incorporate a warm hand off system involving co-

location or a telehealth behavioral health professional who can ensure that the 

referral leads to care 

	 Health plan networks exclude community agencies who are the backbone of 

county networks due to low rates and inability to bill for people who have their 

mental health professional degree but not yet their billing license 

o	 So-called “interns” are an essential part of the services provided by 

community agencies and billable under county mental health 1915 waiver 

o	 County rates to providers are no profit cost based rates 

o	 Rates offered by plans are considerably less and based on fee for service 

rates that virtually no provider accepted 

Representing Non-Profit Community Mental Health Agencies Throughout California 

1127- 11TH STREET SUITE 925 SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 

(916) 557-1166 FAX (916) 447-2350 EMAIL: ADMIN@CCCMHA.ORG WEBSITE: WWW.CCCMHA.ORG 

mailto:ADMIN@CCCMHA.ORG
mailto:rselix@cccmha.org
http:WWW.CCCMHA.ORG


 

________________________________________________  
 

 
   

 
       

        

 

          

       

        

     

          

     

        

  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

California Council of Community Mental Health Agencies 

Leaders in the partnership that developed and promoted Proposition 63 

o	 Virtually all of our member agencies have been approached to join 

networks – as far as I know, none have signed contracts to do so 

o	 Makes it difficult to maintain continuity of care when someone transitions 

between mild/moderate and severe and does not have seamless network 

o	 Should be part of MOU to make county network part of health plan 

network billed through county in same manner 

o	 Facilitates better physical health care and bi-directional integration for 

people with severe mental illness 

o	 Can use primary care clinicians for simple medication management 
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