
Low Income Health Program - Transition to Medi-Cal 
Update 

 
 
Revised Transition Plan 
 

• DHCS completed a revised and expanded Transition Plan. The revised plan 
will be available for review on the LIHP Transition web page on August 6.  
 

• DHCS will provide an overview of the plan, important issues and revisions as 
a webinar on August 7. A link to the webinar is also available on the LIHP 
Transition web page. 

 
Late Enrollees 
 

• The revised Transition Plan includes a section describing in more detail the 
process for enrollment of “Late Enrollees” into Medi-Cal Managed Care plans. 
 

• The revised process significantly minimizes the number of late enrollees who 
will transition into Fee-for-Service before their Managed Care plan enrollment 
is completed. 

 
• Please see the “Late Enrollee” section of the Plan for more information.     

 
Eligibility 
 

• Based on recent guidance from CMS, LIHPs will have the option, on a county-
by-county basis, to defer redeterminations of LIHP enrollees during the 
months of October, November, and December 2013. If a county selects this 
option, the redetermination of eligibility will be done in the same month in 
2014 – a one-year deferral. Counties may select which months, of those 
offered (Oct. through Dec. 2013), they wish to defer. 
 

• The revised plan includes a section documenting the transition process 
relating to eligibility. 

 
• These include MAGI conversion, aid codes, eligibility data transfers for MEDS 

and SAWS (including reconciliations of this data), and other key items. 
 
Communications and Outreach 
 

• The revised Plan includes more information on Communications and 
Outreach, including to outreach document for stakeholder review and input: 

o Draft information that LIHP programs can use to answer questions 
about the transition. 

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/provgovpart/Pages/LIHPTransition(Revised).aspx


o A draft notice that is intended to be sent by the LIHP programs in 
September. 
 

• DHCS is currently awaiting additional guidance from CMS, including model 
notices, before releasing subsequent transition notices for stakeholder review. 

 
Continuity of Care 
 

• The revised Plan includes a process to use LIHP Utilization Data, LIHP Open 
Authorization Information, and LIHP Health Assessments to facilitate 
continuity of care in Medi-Cal managed care plans. 
 

• More detailed work is still needed regarding processes for populations who 
may have specific transition issues, such as those receiving care for HIV/AIDS 
and those receiving care for Mental Health conditions. 

   
High Level Timeline 
 

• September, 2013: Initial LIHP Transition Notice to Enrollees. 
 

• October, 2013: Transfer HCCI enrollee contact information to Covered 
California for Outreach. 

 
• November, 2013: Medi-Cal Managed Care Initial Plan Assignment Notice. 

  
• Late December, 2013: Administrative move of LIHP MCE to Medi-Cal. 

  
• October 2013-March, 2014: Covered California Open Enrollment Period. 

 
Updated May SAC LIHP Transition Presentation 
 

• DHCS updated information that was presented in a Power Point document 
during the May SAC meeting, including correcting information in a LIHP 
program and benefits chart. The updated presentation is available on the 
May SAC web page.  

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Pages/May30,2013SACMeeting.aspx

