
Enrolling individuals into Medi-Cal based on CalFresh and child eligibility 

Overview  

• Senate Billx1 1 (Hernandez, 2013) implements a number of the Medicaid ACA-related 
provisions to simplify the eligibility, enrollment and renewal processes for Medi-Cal. 

o Specifically, the bill requires DHCS to seek any federal waivers necessary to use 
the eligibility information of individuals who have been determined eligible for the 
CalFresh program who are under the age of 65 and are not disabled, to 
determine their Medi-Cal eligibility.  

o The bill also requires DHCS to seek any federal waivers necessary to 
automatically enroll parents in the Medi-Cal program that apply for Medi-Cal 
benefits that have one or more children that are eligible for Medi-Cal benefits 
based upon a determined income level that is at or below the applicable income 
standard for eligibility. 

o The bill also permits DHCS to seek any federal waivers or state plan 
amendments necessary to use the eligibility information of individuals determined 
eligible for other state only funded health care programs and county general 
assistance programs to determine an applicant’s Medi-Cal eligibility to the extent 
that there is no general fund impact. 

o Generally, in order to qualify for the CalFresh Program, federally known as the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), a household’s gross income 
cannot exceed 130 percent of the federal poverty level.  

o The income of most CalFresh participants is lower. Further, the household 
income data used to determine SNAP eligibility must be rigorously verified and 
are often no more than 6 months old at any point.  

Sharing Eligibility Information  

• Enrolling CalFresh participants in Medi-Cal without having to conduct a separate MAGI-
based income determination can help ease administrative burdens as California adopts 
new processes and procedures to handle the influx of applicants.  
  

• Recent studies by both the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities and the Urban 
Institute find that, despite the differences in household composition and income-counting 
rules, the vast majority of non-elderly, non-disabled individuals who receive SNAP 
benefits are very likely also to be financially eligible for Medicaid.  

 
• To facilitate the enrollment of parents of children currently enrolled in Medi-Cal, 

California would identify all families with incomes at some level below 138 percent of the 
federal poverty level who are likely to be eligible.  

Federal Waiver and Next Steps  

• The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) intends to use a streamlined 
review and approval process for states interested in implementing these approaches. 

o California will need to request a federal waiver to enroll non-elderly, non-disabled 
SNAP participants.  



o More so, California will need to provide justification as to why such a procedure is 
needed as well as define the timeframe during which it wishes to utilize this 
strategy.   

• DHCS has begun laying the groundwork to apply for a federal waiver.  
o CMS guidance is forthcoming.  
o Stakeholder guidance will be sought shortly.  
o Interdepartmental and agency discussions are being held to determine the 

feasibility of sharing county general assistance eligibility information.  


