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The proportion of all AIDS cases that are 
women increased from 5.9 percent in 
1992 to 11.8 percent in 2004.  About 

85.0 percent of California women with HIV or 
AIDS are of childbearing age, but 12.1 percent 
of newly-diagnosed female HIV/AIDS cases 
in California in 2004 were women aged 50 
and above.1 Knowledge of HIV serostatus is 
important to enable initiation of antiretroviral 
therapy and counseling to prevent further 
sexual, injection drug use, and perinatal 
transmission.

In 2003, the Office of Women’s Health 
(OWH) asked questions relating to doctor or 
other healthcare provider screening for HIV. 
All respondents were asked whether in the 
previous 12 months providers had asked them 
about their personal risk for HIV.2 

About 14.0 percent of 4,034 respondents 
reported that a healthcare provider had talked 
with them about their personal risk for HIV 
during the previous 12 months. Respondents 

reporting HIV discussions varied significantly 
by age (see graph) and race/ethnicity.3 Younger 
respondents, Hispanic (22.3 percent) and 
Black/African American (18.8 percent) reported 
higher rates of provider discussion about HIV 
risk. 

Married women were less likely to report 
that a healthcare provider had discussed 
HIV risk with them (10.7 percent) than 
non-married women (18.2 percent).

Women with health insurance were less 
likely to report that a healthcare provider 
had discussed HIV risk with them (13.4 
percent), compared with women who had 
no health insurance (19.3 percent).

Women whose income was at or below 
federal poverty level were most likely 
to report that a healthcare provider had 
discussed HIV risk (19.9 percent), com-
pared with women above the poverty level 
(11.0 percent).
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Public Health Message: 
Healthcare providers were 
more likely to discuss HIV in 
the previous 12 months with 
women who were at risk 
for HIV: younger, Hispanic, 
Black/African American, and 
uninsured. Providers should 
consider discussing HIV 
testing with women older 
than 50, since they are also 
at risk for HIV/AIDS.
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1 Office of AIDS, California Department of Health Services. Personal communication. Data presented are as 
of December 31, 2004.    

2 Missing responses and refusals were excluded from the analyses. The questions were asked of all the 
respondents under an assumption that all the respondents had seen a healthcare provider in the previous 
12 months.

3 Chi-square test p < 0.001.

Submitted by:  Zipora Weinbaum and Terri Thorfinnson, California Department of Health Services, 
Office of Women’s Health, (916) 440-7626, zweinbau@dhs.ca.gov

For additional copies of CWHS 2003-2004 Data Points please contact the Office of Women’s 
Health:

Download copies at the Office of Women’s Health website  
www.dhs.ca.gov/director/owh  
or contact OWH staff at P.O. Box 997413, MS 0027, Sacramento, CA 95899-7413 or call  
(916) 440-7626.
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