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Women account for one quarter 
of all new HIV/AIDS cases.1  In 
2004, HIV infection was the 

fifth leading cause of death for women 
ages 35-44 years and the sixth leading 
cause of death for women ages 25–34.1  
Considering some of the issues with 
condom use (e.g., partner negotiation, 
domestic violence), having a method under 
a woman’s direct control could enhance 
protection against sexually transmitted 
diseases/HIV acquisition.  Microbicides are 
pharmaceutical products in development 
that could reduce women’s risk for 
acquiring HIV and STDs when applied 
intravaginally.2  Preliminary results from 
various microbicide phase l trials yielded 
disappointing results with respect to 
reducing women’s risk of acquiring HIV 
and consequently, no microbicides have 
been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration for use in the United States.  
Knowledge of women’s acceptance of 
and readiness to use microbicides once 
available could help encourage the 
development of microbicides.3 

In 2007, California Women’s Health Survey 
respondents were given a brief explanation 
about microbicides and then asked: 
“Once they become available, would 
you be interested in using a microbicide 
compound?”  Women were asked about 
their condom use and condom use based 
on partner reaction.  Analyses were limited 
to sexually active women ages 18-49; 
results were weighted in these analyses by 
age and race/ethnicity to reflect the 2000 
California adult female population and 
compared by chi-square statistics.

•   Demographics
 ○ A higher proportion of Hispanic 

women reported interest in using 
microbicides (47.0 percent) 
compared with African American/
Black (38.2 percent), Asian/Other 
(26.3 percent), and White (25.2 
percent) women (see Figure 1).4

 ○ A higher proportion of women 
ages 18-29 reported interest in 
using microbicides (43.8 percent) 
compared with women ages 30-39 
(33.1 percent) and women ages 40-
49 (25.3 percent; see Figure 2).4

 ○ A higher proportion of women 
with an income at or below 200 
percent the federal poverty level 
(FPL) reported interest in using 
microbicides (46.5 percent) 
compared with women with an 
income above this level (25.4 
percent).4

•   Sexual Behavior 
 ○ A higher proportion of women 

who used condoms more than 
half the time reported interest 
in using microbicides (63.7 
percent) compared with those 
using condoms half the time (60.4 
percent), women using condoms 
less than half the time (44.1 
percent), women always using 
condoms (42.8 percent), and 
women who never used condoms 
in the past 12 months (24.0 
percent; see Figure 3).4
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Public Health Message:
There is a wide range of women 
interested in microbicides. These 
women could benefit from the 
availability of microbicides.
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 ○ A higher proportion of women 
who reported not using condoms 
at last sex because of partner 
reaction reported interest in using 
microbicides (65.6 percent) than 
women who did not attribute lack 
of condom use to partner reaction 
(29.7 percent; see Figure 4).4 

 ○ A higher proportion of women 
who reported having more than 
one male partner in the past 12 
months reported interest in using 
microbicides (67.3 percent) than 
women who reported having only 
one male partner (30.9 percent).4
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