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Abstract 
Medi-Cal’s enrollment trend recognized an abrupt upward inflection for the month of 
January 2013.  This upward trend, totaling roughly 170,000 new eligibles, was associated 
with the first phase of the Healthy Families Program (HFP) transition to Medi-Cal.  Over the 
next nine months, roughly 852,600 HFP children will enroll in Medi-Cal, driving Medi-Cal’s 
monthly enrollment to approximately 8.4 million.  

Medi-Cal Enrollment Trends  
The Research and Analytic Studies Branch 

(RASB) compiles and presents an estimate 

of Medi-Cal enrollment trends over the 

most recent 24 months on their website. 

Because Medi-Cal enrollment is readily 

influenced by external economic 

developments and policy changes, it is 

essential that RASB provide stakeholders 

timely explanations of material changes in 

enrollment trends. 

 
From December 2012 to January 1, 2013, 

RASB observed an increase of almost 

200,000 beneficiaries in the monthly 

enrollment estimate (see Figure 1).1 This 3% 

increase in enrollment is primarily 

attributed to the first phase of the transition 

of children in the Healthy Family Program 

(HFP) into Medi-Cal.  When the transition 

of HFP children is complete, Medi-Cal 

enrollment is expected to increase by 

approximately 852,600 beneficiaries, 

increasing overall Medi-Cal monthly 

enrollment to roughly 8.485 million.   

    
About the HFP Transition   
The transition of HFP’s 852,5922 current 

subscribers into Medi-Cal began on January 

2, 2013.3 As seen in Figure 1, below, 

January’s transition shifted approximately 

170,000 subscribers into Medi-Cal. The 

remaining subscribers will be shifted into 

Medi-Cal in four phases over a nine month 

period.4  

 
Medi-Cal will cover these children under the 

optional Targeted Low-Income Children’s 

Program (TLICP) pursuant to Social 

Security Act Section 1902(a)(10)(ii)(XIV).   

The TLICP establishes a new bright line of 

income eligibility for children between 0 

and 19 years of age at 250 percent of the 

federal poverty level (FPL).5  For additional 

information concerning the HFP transition, 

please visit the DHCS website at: 

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/hf/Pages/
HFPFAQ.aspx.

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/dataandstats/statistics/Pages/RASB_Default.aspx
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/hf/Pages/HFPFAQ.aspx
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/hf/Pages/HFPFAQ.aspx
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Figure 1 – Medi-Cal Program Enrollment – Most Recent 24 Months, Total Certified 
Eligible Beneficiaries           
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

New Medi-Cal Aid Codes   
Former HFP children will be enrolled into 

one of two new aid codes (5C-Presumptive 

Eligibility at or <150% FPL, No Premium or 

5D-Presumptive Eligibility >150-250% FPL, 

Premium6) until the child’s county of 

residence determines their Medi-Cal 

eligibility. Once their eligibility is evaluated, 

transitioned children will be placed in one 

of five new Medi-Cal aid codes (H1, H2, H3, 

H4, or H5) based on age and family income 

(see Table 1). Children placed into these aid 

codes will receive full-scope Medi-Cal 

benefits with no Share-of-Cost (SOC). The 

expanded TLICP includes eligibility 

categories with or without premiums based 

on the income of the transitioned child’s 

family relative to the FPL. Table 1 provides a 

full description of each new TLICP aid code.  

 
According to the latest available enrollment 

figures, 173,706 newly certified eligibles 

have enrolled in Medi-Cal under the 5C and 

5D TLICP aid codes. 

 

 

  

Updates to the enrollment records for a 
specific month may be made subsequent 
to that month, reflecting the addition of 
beneficiaries with retroactive eligibility, 
as well as other changes to the 
enrollment record as information is 
updated at the county level.  These 
changes, which result in increases in a 
particular month’s final Medi-Cal 
enrollment, can only be captured after 
an elapsed time period.  A month’s 
count is considered nearly complete 7 
months after the month’s end and 
finalized 12 months after the month’s 
end (shown here as “Final Enrollment 
Counts”). For example, the counts for 
January 2013 are not considered nearly 
final until July 2013 and not final until 
January 2014.  Fortunately, there is a 
method for estimating the final 
enrollment counts that does not require 
waiting 7 months. To estimate a recent 
month’s expected final Medi-Cal eligible 
count, factors derived from past 
experience are applied to the recent 
incomplete counts (shown here as 
“Preliminary Enrollment Count”) to 
inflate current counts to an expected 
final value (shown here as “Estimated 
Enrollment Count”).   
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Table 1 – New Medi-Cal Aid Codes for 
TLICP       

AID 
CODE DESCRIPTION 

H1 
Infant less than 1 year old; 
>200–250% FPL, No 
Premium 

H2 Child ages 1-<6, >133–150% 
FPL, No Premium 

H3 Child ages 1-<6, >150–250% 
FPL, Premium 

H4 Child ages 6-<19, >100–150% 
FPL, No Premium 

H5 Child ages 6-<19, >150–250% 
FPL, Premium 

5C Presumptive Eligibility at or 
<150% FPL, No Premium 

5D Presumptive Eligibility >150-
250% FPL, Premium 

Source:  Department of Health Care Services. (Nov 2012). 
Targeted Low-Income Children’s Program. All County 
Welfare Directors’ Letter, Letter No. 12-33. Available at: 
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/medi-
cal/eligibility/Documents/12-33.pdf 
 
Demographic Characteristics of 
the Transitioning HFP Population  
In the section that follows, RASB provides a 

brief description of the population 

transitioning from HFP into Medi-Cal.  

 
The HFP children that will transition to 

Medi-Cal’s TLICP are comprised of 852,592 

beneficiaries between the ages of 0 and 19. 7 

Among these, 41% of beneficiaries are 

between 5 and 11 years old, representing the 

largest portion of the population (see Figure 

2). Beneficiaries between 12 and 15 years old 

account for 25% of the transitioning 

population, while those age 16 to 19 make 

up 17%, and those age 1 to 4 make up 15%. 

At 2%, beneficiaries between 0 and 12 

months old make up the smallest 

percentage of the population.    

 
Figure 2 – Transitioning HFP 
Population by Age Distribution, 
December 2012     

 
Source: Healthy Families Program: December 2012 
Summary.  
 
The transitioning HFP population is fairly 

evenly distributed by gender, with 51% male 

and 49% female (see Figure 3).  

 
Figure 3 – Transitioning HFP 
Population by Gender Distribution, 
December 2012     

 
Source: Healthy Families Program: December 2012 
Summary.  

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/medi-cal/eligibility/Documents/12-33.pdf
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/medi-cal/eligibility/Documents/12-33.pdf
http://www.mrmib.ca.gov/mrmib/HFP/Dec_12/HFPRptSum.pdf
http://www.mrmib.ca.gov/mrmib/HFP/Dec_12/HFPRptSum.pdf
http://www.mrmib.ca.gov/mrmib/HFP/Dec_12/HFPRptSum.pdf
http://www.mrmib.ca.gov/mrmib/HFP/Dec_12/HFPRptSum.pdf


RASB • Medi-Cal Statistical Brief   January 2013 
  

VOLUME 2013-005  4   
  

Figure 4 – Transitioning HFP Population by Geographic Region, December 2012  

Source: Healthy Families Program: December 2012 Summary.  
 

 
More than half of the transitioning HFP 

population lives in Southern California, with 

25% living in Los Angeles County and 34% 

residing in the greater Southern California 

region (excluding Los Angeles County). 

Significant percentages of this population 

also reside in the Bay Area (13%), the 

Central Valley (12%), and the Central Coast 

(7%). The Far North (1%) and North Coast 

(1%) regions have the smallest number of 

transitioning HFP beneficiaries.   

 

When comparing the transitioning HFP 

population with the current population of 

Medi-Cal children, it appears that the HFP 

population is more evenly distributed across 

the state (see Figure 5). In comparison to 

the HFP children, there is a larger 

proportion of Medi-Cal children in Los 

Angeles County (30.8%), the Central Valley 

(17.4%), and the Sacramento Valley (5.9%), 

with smaller populations in the Southern 

California (excluding Los Angeles County), 

Bay Area, Central Coast, and Sierra regions.  

 

   

 
 

 

http://www.mrmib.ca.gov/mrmib/HFP/Dec_12/HFPRptSum.pdf
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Figure 5 – Transitioning HFP Population by Geographic Region, December 2012 

 
Source: Healthy Families Program: December 2012 Summary.  

 
 
Additional Resources    
For more information on the HFP 

transition, including the legislative 

background and phases of implementation, 

see DHCS’ HFP Transition website at:  

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/hf/Pages/

HFPTransitionStrategicPlan.aspx. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

http://www.mrmib.ca.gov/mrmib/HFP/Dec_12/HFPRptSum.pdf
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/hf/Pages/HFPTransitionStrategicPlan.aspx
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/hf/Pages/HFPTransitionStrategicPlan.aspx
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Where Can I Find More 
Information on the Medi-Cal 
Population?     
Analysis for this report was done by the 

RASB of DHCS. RASB compiles official 

statistics and performs analytical studies to 

assist DHCS in achieving its mission and 

goals. More information regarding Medi-Cal 

enrollment, program expenditures, and 

other relevant topics is available at the 

RASB website. 

 

To find more reports like this one or to learn 

more about the Medi-Cal population, please 

use the many resources available at the 

following websites:   

 
The web address of DHCS’ RASB is:  

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/dataandstats/statis

tics/Pages/RASS_Default.aspx 

 
The DHCS Medi-Cal Budget Estimates can 

be found at the following web address: 

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/dataandstats/repo

rts/mcestimates/Pages/default.aspx

 
 
 
IF YOU PLAN TO CITE THIS PAPER IN A SUBSEQUENT WORK, WE SUGGEST 
THE FOLLOWING CITATION: 
California Department of Health Care Services, Research and Analytic Studies Branch. Medi-Cal 
Program Enrollment Changes Due to Healthy Families Transition. Sacramento, CA: California 
Department of Health Care Services. January 2013. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
This document provides a brief summary of complex subjects and should be used only as an 
overview and general guide to the Medi-Cal program. The views expressed herein do not 
necessarily reflect the policies or legal positions of the California Health and Human Services 
Agency (CHHS) or the California Department of Health Care Services (DHCS). These 
summaries do not render any legal, accounting, or other professional advice, nor are they 
intended to explain fully all of the provisions or exclusions of the relevant laws, regulations, and 
rulings of the Medicare and Medicaid programs. Original sources of authority should be 
researched and utilized.  
  

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/dataandstats/statistics/Pages/RASB_Default.aspx
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/dataandstats/statistics/Pages/RASB_Default.aspx
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/dataandstats/reports/mcestimates/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/dataandstats/reports/mcestimates/Pages/default.aspx
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