
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES 
NOTICE OF GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO 1915(i) PROGRAM 

The Department of Health Care Services (DHCS), working in conjunction with the 
Department of Developmental Services (DDS), will submit a Medi-Cal State Plan 
Amendment (SPA) 16-047 with the intention to include the following changes to the 
1915(i) Program, effective October 1, 2016: 
 

• Add a median rate methodology for Licensed/Certified Residential Services, a 
sub-component of Habilitation- Community Living Arrangement Services.  
This methodology requires that rates negotiated for new providers may not 
exceed the regional center’s current median rate for the same service, or the 
statewide median rate, whichever is lower.  The addition of this rate 
methodology will expand the number of residential facilities available to 
1915(i) participants. 
 

• Add Participant direction of services as an option for the already approved 
Respite, Nursing and Non-Medical Transportation services. 

 
• Add Community-Based Training Services as a new service as well as 

associated rate methodology. The rate is established in state law (Welfare 
and Institutions Code Section 4688.21(c)(7)) at $14.99 per hour. 

 
• Add Financial Management Services as a new service to support the 

participant direction of services as referenced above.  The rates for this 
service are established in state regulation (Title 17, California Code of 
Regulations, Section 58888(b)), and range from $45.88 to $96.86 per month 
based on the number of participant directed services used or the type of 
financial management arrangement. 

 
The total estimated 2016-17 and 2017-18 fiscal impact of these proposed changes is 
$12,670,000 and $13,070,000 respectively.  The fiscal impact by service is as follows: 

                2016-17            2017-18  
  
Median rate methodology for Licensed/Certified         $11,350,000         $11,690,000 
  Residential Services            
Participant Directed Respite     $650,000   $670,000 
Participant Directed Nursing Services       $180,000           $190,000    
Participant Directed Non-medical Transportation  $210,000    $220,000         
Community-Based Training Services    $100,000    $110,000 
Financial Management Services       $180,000    $190,000 
                $12,670,000         $13,070,000 



These changes will increase reimbursement and will not decrease access to services. 

Public Review and Comments 

A copy of the 1915(i) state plan amendment will be available at: 
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/laws/Pages/Pro_SPA.aspx. If you would like to 
view the state plan amendment in person, please, visit your local regional center, 
county welfare department/county health department, or at the email address and mail 
address below. Comments regarding the 1915(i) state plan amendment will be 
accepted through October 30, 2016 and can be sent via email to Ashley Draper at 
ashley.draper@dds.ca.gov or via hard copy to: 

Department of Developmental Services 
Community Services Division 

1600 Ninth Street, Room 320 (M.S. 3-8) 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
ATTN: Ashley Draper 

A copy of the public comments may be requested in writing to the same address and 
email inbox identified above.  Please indicate [SPA/Proposed Rate Changes to 1915(i) 
Program] in the subject line or message. 
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