Developmental Disability
(Defined in Darling v. Douglas Settlement Agreement of 2011)

A person with a “developmental disability” shall have a disability meeting the definitions and requirements set forth in title 17, section 54001(a) of the California Code of Regulation (CCR), as determined by a Regional Center under contract with the Department of Developmental Services.
Title 17, Section 54001, CCR:    Substantial Disability
[bookmark: IBE824A42C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE824A43C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE8816A0C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE827150C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE827151C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A](a) “Substantial disability” means:
[bookmark: IBE827152C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE827153C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A](1) A condition which results in major impairment of cognitive and/or social functioning, representing sufficient impairment to require interdisciplinary planning and coordination of special or generic services to assist the individual in achieving maximum potential; and 
[bookmark: IBE829860C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE829861C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A](2) The existence of significant functional limitations, as determined by the regional center, in three or more of the following areas of major life activity, as appropriate to the person's age: 
[bookmark: IBE829862C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE829863C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A](A) Receptive and expressive language; 
[bookmark: IBE829864C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE829865C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A](B) Learning; 
[bookmark: IBE82BF70C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE82BF71C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A](C) Self-care; 
[bookmark: IBE82BF72C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE82BF73C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A](D) Mobility; 
[bookmark: IBE82BF74C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE82E680C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A](E) Self-direction; 
[bookmark: IBE82E681C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE82E682C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A](F) Capacity for independent living; 
[bookmark: IBE82E683C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE82E684C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A](G) Economic self-sufficiency. 

[bookmark: IBE830D90C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE830D91C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A](b) The assessment of substantial disability shall be made by a group of Regional Center professionals of differing disciplines and shall include consideration of similar qualification appraisals performed by other interdisciplinary bodies of the Department serving the potential client. The group shall include as a minimum a program coordinator, a physician, and a psychologist.

[bookmark: IBE830D92C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A][bookmark: IBE830D93C0CB11E2B847926631A22C6A](c) The Regional Center professional group shall consult the potential client, parents, guardians/conservators, educators, advocates, and other client representatives to the extent that they are willing and available to participate in its deliberations and to the extent that the appropriate consent is obtained.

(d) Any reassessment of substantial disability for purposes of continuing eligibility shall utilize the same criteria under which the individual was originally made eligible.
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Note: Authority cited: Section 4512, Welfare and Institutions Code. Reference: Section 4512, Welfare and Institutions Code.
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