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One of the most affirmative milestones reached by a person in recovery is gainful employment.
However, this can be difficult for people who may have incurred a criminal record before
recovery. It is true that records can be expunged, but the process to do so is not as fast as is
needed. If given the option, a potential employer will most likely go with the person who does
not require additional procedural steps or processing in order to be hire-able.

Many studies and evidence based practices have demonstrated the importance of peer
counselors and staffers. They provide credibility and moral support to people learning to live
differently and change patterns that have often been years in the making. Unfortunately, the
personal experience that peers bring to the workplace often precludes meaningful
employment, due to the risk the person may pose to the operating license of the facility. The
state can revoke the license if the program hires somebody with a record. It also affects
potential licensing of the individual if their recovery includes obtaining a degree that requires a
license or certification to practice.

The Community Care Licensing division of the Department of Social Services license several
classifications of care programs, including social rehabilitation agencies, transitional care
programs, adult day care homes, senior residential facilities and certain types of foster homes.
This segment of the meeting will explore the process used to:

e determine exclusionary events that preclude employment
e the method used to screen for it

e how to challenge it or get it waived

e how long it takes to get it waived

Once all of the information is obtained, the committee can determine whether amendments or
modifications to the process are possible and if it is something it wishes to pursue.



