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ISSUE:

As part of the refinement of the current legislative platform, the Advocacy Committee has
identified certain “gray areas” that are not arbitrary “for” or “against” issues, and therefore,
require more review and discussion before deciding on a position. A brief description of the
sticky issues is as follows:

1.

Support any proposal that advocates for blended funding for programs serving clients with a
dual diagnosis of mental illness and substance abuse.

On the surface, this seems supportable, but in some instances, mental health dollars are
being used to detox people from drugs and alcohol due to decline or loss of detox and
treatment funding. This reduces scarce mental health dollars.

Support any proposal that advocates for providing more services in the criminal and juvenile
justice systems for persons with serious mental illnesses or children, adolescents, and
transition-aged youth with serious emotional disturbances, including clients with dual diag-
noses.

It is a good theory, but is the criminal/juvenile justice system the best place to receive those
services? How would they be funded? Should the source of funding determine where the
services are provided? Or by whom?

Remain neutral or watch all legislation related to expanding the scope of professional
licensure except when it affects quality of care.

This needs to be clarified to acknowledge or distinguish between the Council’s stance of not
providing blanket endorsements to changes in scopes of works or classifications, and define
what “affects quality of care” means.

Other Issues not currently on the Platform:

e Criminal Justice and Realignment - are counties adhering to the 40/40/10/10 formula?
The committee agreed to discuss this thoroughly at the October meeting in order to
develop a plank for this.

e Specialized Veterans Services when federal services are available and it may reduce
funding elsewhere

This proposal for amended platform and “sticky Issues list” will need to go through
Executive Committee prior to being voted on at the General Session.



