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CALIFORNIA MENTAL HEALTH PLANNING COUNCIL 
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

 
 
 

OFFICERS 
John Black, Chair  
John Ryan, Chair-elect 
Luis Garcia, PsyD, Past Chair 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
John Black, Chair     Karen Hart 
John Ryan, Chair-elect   Barbara Mitchell 
Luis Garcia, PsyD, Past Chair   Mark Refowitz 
Beverly Abbott     Daphne Shaw 
Cielo Avalos     Walter Shwe (ex officio) 
Adrienne Cedro Hament   Stephanie Thal, MA, MFT 
      
       
 
FUNCTIONAL COMMITTEES 
Cultural Competence:   Adrienne Cedro-Hament, Chair 
Staff: Acting Brian Keefer   Vacant, Vice-Chair  
      Marina Augusto (DMH liaison) 
      John Black 
      Josephine Black, MPA 
      Luis Garcia, PsyD 
      Stacie Hiramoto, MSW 
      Marissa Lee 
      Dale Mueller 
      Walter Shwe 
      Richard Van Horn 
      Monica Wilson, PhD 
 
Legislation, Regulations, and Funding Barbara Mitchell, Chair 
Staff:  Jane Adcock     Gail Nickerson, Vice-Chair 
           Tracy Thompson   Beverly Abbott 
           Andi Murphy    Patricia Maronne Bennett, PhD 
      Cindy Claflin 
      Steven Grolnic-McClurg, LCSW 
      Carmen Lee 
      Adam Nelson, MD 
      Kathleen O’Meara, PhD 
      Mark Refowitz 
      John Ryan 
      Daphne Shaw 
      Stephanie Thal, MA, MFT 
      Jaye Vanderhurst, LCSW 
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Policy and System Development:  Beverly Abbott, Chair 
Staff:  Andi Murphy    Vacant,  Vice-Chair 
      Adrienne Cedro-Hament 
      Cindy Claflin 
      Nadine Ford 
      Steven Grolnic-McClurg, LCSW 
      Celeste Hunter 
      Glenn Hutsell 
       Marissa Lee 
      Barbara Mitchell 
      Joe Mortz 
      Mark Refowitz 
 
Quality Improvement:   Daphne Shaw, Chair 
Staff:  Michael Gardner   Susan Wilson, Vice-Chair 
                 Cielo Avalos 

Patricia Marrone Bennett, PhD 
      Josephine Black, MPA 
      Karen Hart 
      Adam Nelson, MD 
      Gail Nickerson 
      Kathleen O’Meara, PhD 
      Stephanie Oprendek, PhD 
      Walter Shwe 
      Richard Van Horn 
      Monica Wilson, PhD 
 
Human Resources:    Stephanie Thal, MA, MFT, Chair 
Staff: Brian Keefer    Dale Mueller, Vice-Chair 
 Narkesia Swanigan   Vacant, CRC, Vice-Chair 
      John Black 
      Jorin Bukosky 
       Doreen Cease 
      Michael Cunningham 
      Luis Garcia, PsyD 
      Carmen Lee 
      John Ryan 
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SYSTEM OF CARE COMMITTEE 
Karen Hart, Chair 
 
Children & Youth Subcommittee:  Monica Wilson, PhD, Chair 
Staff:  Tracy Thompson   Joe Mortz, Vice-Chair 
      Beverly Abbott 
      Cielo Avalos 

Doreen Cease 
      Cindy Claflin 
      Karen Hart 
       Celeste Hunter 
      Susan Wilson 
 
Transition Age Youth:   Celeste Hunter, Chair 
Staff: Tracy Thompson   Vacant, Vice-Chair 
      Cielo Avalos 

Doreen Cease 
      Nadine Ford 
      Karen Hart 
      Glenn Hutsell 
      Joe Mortz 
      Susan Wilson 
  
Adult Subcommittee:    John Black, Chair 
Staff:  Andi Murphy    Walter Shwe, Vice-Chair 
      Josephine Black, MPA 
      Jorin Bukosky 
      Andrew Cavagnaro, PhD 
      Steven Grolnic-McClurg, LCSW 
      Barbara Mitchell 
      Gail Nickerson 
      Kathleen O’Meara, PhD 
      Mark Refowitz 
      Daphne Shaw 
      Stephanie Thal, MA, MFT 
 
Older Adult Subcommittee:   John Ryan, Chair 
Staff:  Michael Gardner   Carmen Lee, Vice-Chair 
      Patricia Maronne Bennett, PhD 
      Adrienne Cedro-Hament 
      Viviana Criado 
      Cynthia Jackson 
      Adam Nelson, MD 
      Jaye Vanderhurst, LCSW 


