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∗ DMH has updated the MHP Responsibilities Matrix to reflect all 

2009 activities scheduled.  Using  information submitted by MHPs, this 
spreadsheet tracks local TBS meeting dates and report due dates.  To 
update your MHP’s information, please submit a revised Information 
Notice 09-10 enclosure to TBS@dmh.ca.gov. 

∗ DMH is working with small county and provider representatives to 
develop the TBS Small County Strategy.  This document will provide 
recommendations for increasing access and utilization of TBS that  
apply to small and rural counties.  The Small County Strategy will be 
available at the end of February 2010. 

∗ DMH is scheduled to produce a TBS Coordination of Care Best 
Practices Manual in March 2010.  DMH and its contractor, the California Institute of Mental 
Health (CiMH), are developing a TBS Coordination of Care Best Practices Manual.  This new 
manual will be based on the best practices identified in the Emily Q TBS Nine Point Plan.  The 
focus will be on interagency collaboration to increase access and utilization of mental health  
services including TBS.  Contributors include representatives from the Emily Q  Settlement 
Team, State Department of Mental Health, County Mental Health Plan representatives, Social 
Services, Education, Special  Education Local Plan Areas (SELPA), TBS providers and provider 
associations, Chief  Probation Officers, and the Administrative Office of the Courts.   

∗ San Diego County is working with Emily Q Special Master to review proposed services for 
certification as TBS  equivalent/alternative services.  For MHPs interested in identifying 
their proposed services to be considered for certification as a TBS-equivalent/alternative 
service, please click here. 

∗ TBS Data Dashboards will be updated with calendar year 2008 data in February 2010. 

∗ The TBS accountability structure (including local TBS meetings and 
summary reports) will continue to be implemented in 2010.  MHPs will 
build upon their 2009 local meetings, and look for innovative ways to increase 
access and utilization of TBS.  DMH will continue to offer training and technical 
assistance throughout this process. 
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2009 Highlights 
 

∗ Once the Court approved the Exit Plan in April 2009, DMH notified MHP directors and   
others in DMH Information Notice 09-10.  Among other things, the Exit Plan establishes a 
benchmark for improvements in TBS access and utilization. Under the terms of the Court’s order 
adopting the Exit Plan, both DMH and the MHPs are responsible for the implementation. 

 

∗ DMH filed its 2009 TBS Annual Assessment Report to the Federal Court on October 30, 
2009:  As required in the Court-Ordered Exit Plan for the Emily Q v. Bonta case, DMH completed 
their October 2009 report to the Federal Court and the public.  This report includes DMH        
progress regarding implementation of the Nine Point Plan, as well as an update on existing  
challenges and plans for the year ahead.   

 
∗ DMH provided a successful  joint TBS training for Kern and Tulare Counties on December 

8, 2009.  Please submit any requests for training to TBS@dmh.ca.gov.   
 
∗ DMH released the TBS Documentation Manual.  This TBS           

Documentation Manual is supplemental to the Early and Periodic       
Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) Chart Documentation Manual and 
replaces the TBS section of that manual. The Documentation Manual 
guides counties/provider agencies on how to document and claim Medi-
Cal appropriately when providing TBS. 
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∗ United Advocates for Children and Families   
Regional Network: The UACF Regional Family 
Network is a statewide network of people      
dedicated to advocating on behalf of children with 
a mental health disorder or emotional disturbance 
and their families.  The Regional Family Network 
provides local support for families. By clicking on 
your region, you can find out more about         
upcoming events in your region. In addition, you 
will find information on services that are available 
to you. 

∗ To view TBS presentations and TBS meeting 
summaries from your county, please visit the 
DMH TBS website. 

∗ DMH and its contractor, APS Healthcare, have 
recruited youth who have received TBS to    
participate in the Nine Point Plan implementation 
process. 

As we continue with the implementation of the 
Emily Q. v. Bonta Nine Point Plan, let’s     
remember the ultimate goal of this process: 
Create accessible, effective and sustained 
TBS for children and their families in the 
Emily Q class in California. 
DMH and MHPs will accomplish this goal by:  

∗ Reducing administrative barriers and 
clarifying TBS eligibility. 

∗ Significantly increasing the number of 
children served by TBS; 

∗ Implementing quality TBS by employing 
best practices; 

∗ Engaging key partners and stakeholders 
in a meaningful way to improve TBS 
delivery; 

∗ Increasing outreach, training, and     
coordination of care with TBS partners. T
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TBS TRAINING 
 

 Level II MHPs Training:  DMH and its TBS training 
contractor, the California Institute of Mental Health 
(CiMH),  convene monthly meetings among the 10 
Level II MHPs in order to determine their training needs 
and to offer technical assistance.   

 
 Los Angeles and Monterey Counties have submitted 
requests for TBS training.  DMH and CiMH are working 
with these counties to plan and develop training proposals. 

 

 If your MHP is interested in receiving TBS training, please contact DMH at 
TBS@dmh.ca.gov. 

∗ DMH has TBS materials available in multiple languages.  Please visit the DMH TBS 
website for more information. 

∗ Emily Q Settlement Team and TBS Accountability, Communications, and Training 
(TACT) Task Group meeting agendas and summaries are posted on the DMH TBS 
website to improve transparency and accountability throughout the implementation 
process. 

∗ All MHP local TBS meeting reports received as of      
December 31, 2009 are posted on the DMH TBS website. 

∗ Please subscribe to the DMH TBS listserv to receive 
important updates.   

∗ For a quick look at what TBS is and how it may benefit 
the children you serve, please visit the DMH TBS     
website for more information. 

Family & Consumer Corner 2010 TBS Goals 
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