
 
 

  

 

    

            

 
 
 

 
 

        

 
 
 

     
     

 
        

      
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
W H A T ’ S  N E W  

The Therapeutic Behavioral Service (TBS) 
County Mental Health Plan 2009 Progress 
Report - DMH submitted the progress report to 
the Federal District Court on March 26, 2010. 
The report is on the DMH website and can be 
accessed here. The Honorable Judge A. 
Howard Matz wrote, “Its impressive format is 
an effective means of summarizing the 
“progress” in implementing and fulfilling the 
Nine Point Plan thus far . . . The Court awaits the next Progress Report, fully 
understanding the meaning of the “Next Steps” summary at the end of the document.” 
CDMH will provide updates to the SuperTACT and the Emily Q Settlement Team 
monthly and inform the Federal Court upon request. 

2010 TBS MHP RESPONSIBILITY FORM 
The 2010 TBS MHP Responsibility Form has been posted to the DMH website.      

This document is submitted to DMH as an indicator of the MHPs' progress toward  
completing its tasks in accordance with the Nine Point Plan. For 2010, CDMH is       

requesting that counties schedule and submit dates for their Stakeholder and           
Decision-Maker meetings by May 31, 2010. To complete the requirements of the 

Nine Point Plan, all local meetings must be held by December 31, 2010 with 
meeting reports submitted to DMH within 60 days following the meeting. Completed 

forms are to be submitted to tbs@dmh.ca.gov. 

TBS Small County Strategy: As an important requirement of the TBS Nine Point Plan 
and “Exit to Success” Court Report, this strategy provides options about ways to 
increase access and utilization of TBS for small and rural counties.  Please review the 
document at: http://www.dmh.ca.gov/Services_and_Programs/Children_and_Youth/ 
docs/TBS_Small_Rural_County_Info/DMH_TBS_SmallCountyStrat_Feb2810.pdf. In 
an effort to jump-start the small and rural counties, the California Mental Health 
Directors Association (CMHDA) Small Counties Committee asked Jaye Vanderhurst 
(Napa County MHP Director) to lead a review team and provide recommendations to 
CMHDA about the TBS Small County Strategy. The CDMH, Super TACT and Emily Q 
Settlement Team will receive monthly updates from the group to identify ways to 
support the strategy.   

TBS Coordination of Care Best Practice Manual: In May 2010, DMH will release a 
"TBS Coordination of Care: Best Practices Manual." Special appreciation is extended 
to the TBS Coordination of Care Workgroup who helped to develop the manual, review 
the content, solicit local perspectives and provide comments to DMH.  The manual will 
provide an overview of TBS, and address working with children in probation, education, 
and social services, along with other mental health services.  Upon completion, the 
manual will be distributed across public and private children’s services systems and 
posted on the DMH website. 

May 2010 
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M A Y  I S  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  M O N T H !  
http://mentalhealth.samhsa.gov/ 
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TBS TRAINING AND DATA 

Monterey County: May 27, 2010, for more info contact Mandy Briseno at                  
(831) 784-2152 or BrisenoAL@co.monterey.ca.us 

Los Angeles County: June 21-22, 2010,  
for more info contact Betsy Fitzgerald at (213) 739-2394 or efitzgerald@dmh.lacounty.gov 

San Diego County is planning a training for Summer 2010,  
for more info contact Katie Astor (619) 584-5004 or Katie.Astor@sdcounty.ca.gov 

TBS Data Dashboards have been updated with calendar year 2008 data. CDMH and 
APS Healthcare are providing counties with claims data about TBS clients and costs to 
help increase TBS utilization that supports the Nine Point Plan. Review your county’s 
progress here. 

TBS Equivalent Services: San Diego County MHP met with the Emily Q Special Master 
and CDMH to review proposed services for certification as TBS equivalent or alternative 
services. San Diego was the first county to meet with the Special Master and many 
stakeholders are interested in TBS certification process.  MHPs interested in identifying 
proposed services to be considered for certification as a TBS equivalent or 
alternative service, please review here. 

On Tuesday, May 25, 2010, from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., CDMH will be sponsoring 
a TBS Equivalent Conference Call featuring Richard Saletta, Special Master of the    

Emily Q. v Bonta case. All interested parties and individuals are encouraged to            
participate. Meeting details and call-in information are forthcoming. 

Emily Q Settlement Team and TBS Accountability, Communications, and Training 
(TACT) Team meeting agendas and summaries are posted on the DMH TBS website to 
improve transparency and accountability throughout the implementation process. 

May 2010 
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Family, Youth & Consumer Center 

M A Y  1 - 8  I S  C H I L D R E N ’ S  M E N T A L  
H E A L  T H  W  E E K !  

California TBS Family and Youth Strategy Development:  In January 2010, CDMH 
and the Super TACT recommended that a workgroup be created to develop a family and 
youth strategy. The goal of the strategy is to engage family and youth in culturally 
competent ways to promote the Nine-Point Plan: http://www.dmh.ca.gov/ 
S e r v i c e s _ a n d _ P r o g r a  m  s / C h i l d r e n  _ a n d _ Y o  u t h / d o c s  /  E P S D T _  d o c s /  
Nine_Point_Plan_Total.pdf, and to improve local TBS efforts.  The workgroup met in 
February, March, and April 2010 and have developed a framework to design the strat-
egy. To date, the proposed strategies developed include: 

Information and Communication 
Engaging with Parents and Parent Organizations 
Partnering with Other Agencies 
Family, Youth and MHP Training 
Evaluation 

To ensure strategy design success, the workgroup identified the need for input and 
participation from additional mental health consumer and county groups to strengthen 
the strategies and activities.  The next steps are to submit a final draft to the TACT and 
Settlement Team in July 2010. 
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