
 W H A T ’ S  N E W  
∗ DMH has published the first statewide TBS Documentation Manual 2.0: This TBS         

Documentation Manual is supplemental to the Early and Periodic Diagnosis and Treatment 
(EPSDT) Chart Documentation Manual and replaces the TBS section of that manual. The   
documentation manual guides counties/provider-agencies on how to document and claim Medi-
Cal appropriately when providing TBS.  The manual was posted in October 2009.  DMH will  
consider updates to the manual in January 2010.  If you have any      
questions, please send them to TBS@dmh.ca.gov.  

 

∗ DMH filed its 2009 TBS Annual Assessment Report to the Federal 
Court on October 30, 2009:  As required in the Court-Ordered Exit Plan 
for the Emily Q v. Bonta case, DMH completed their October 2009 report 
to the Federal Court and the public.  This report includes DMH progress 
regarding implementation of the Nine Point Plan, as well as an update on 
existing challenges and plans for the year ahead.   

 
∗ DMH has updated the 2009 MHP Responsibilities Matrix: Using      

information submitted by MHPs, this spreadsheet tracks local TBS    
meeting dates and report due dates.  To update your MHP’s information, 
please submit a revised Information Notice 09-10 enclosure to TBS@dmh.ca.gov. 

 
∗ Emily Q Special Master scheduled to submit his fifth Quarterly Report to the Federal 

Court in November/December 2009. 
 

∗ DMH scheduled to complete Coordination of Care Best Practices Manual in March 2010:  
DMH and its contractor, the California Institute of Mental Health (CiMH), are developing a TBS 
Coordination of Care Best Practices Manual.  This new manual will be based on the best      
practices identified in the Emily Q TBS Nine Point Plan.  The focus will be on interagency      
collaboration to increase access and utilization of mental health services including TBS.        
Contributors include representatives from the Emily Q  Settlement Team, State Department of 

Mental Health, County Mental Health Plan representatives, Social 
Services, Education, Special  Education Local Plan Areas 
(SELPA), TBS providers and provider associations, Chief        
Probation Officers, and the Administrative Office of the Courts.   

 

∗ San Diego County is working with Emily Q Special Master 
to review proposed services for certification as TBS    
equivalent/alternative services. 

S E N D  Q U E S T I O N S  T O :   T B S @ D M H . C A . G O V  

TBS LOCAL MEETINGS - PROGRESS REPORT 
 

MHP Meeting Reports: Level I and Level II local TBS meetings are designed to bring together pub-
lic and policy-making stakeholders to discuss improving access and delivery of TBS.  All MHP local 
TBS meeting reports received as of November 2, 2009 are posted to the DMH TBS website.  To 
view these as well as model Level I and Level II reports, click here. 
 

MHP Report Card: In December 2009, DMH is scheduled to evaluate the reports and provide  
feedback to the MHPs and other stakeholders in early 2010.  
 

MHP Highlight: At Butte County’s local TBS decision-maker meeting on November 18, 2009, they 
hosted high-level representatives from multiple systems including probation and child welfare.   
Representatives from State Adoptions and Juvenile Probation identified many children who could 
benefit from TBS that are not utilizing the service.  To help solve this issue, The MHP’s TBS       
coordinator committed to working with Probation to assist in identifying and making appropriate  
referrals to TBS during their intake process with kids entering their system.  Leaders also discussed 
training other Juvenile Probation staff to be able to identify and refer appropriate children  to TBS.  
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To further understand TBS and its benefits, 
please view the following links: 
∗ TBS and Emily Q 1 page summary 

∗ San Mateo County MHP Brochure for Par-
ents/Family Members/Caregivers: What to do 
if you are concerned about your child's behav-
ior or mental health. Also available in Spanish 

∗ Information on local Mental Health Plan    
stakeholder meetings 

 

How do I get TBS for my child?  Ask your doctor 
or clinic about EPSDT services. TBS is available to 
eligible children/youth receiving EPSDT services.  
You may get these services if you and your doctor, 
or other health care provider, clinic or county men-
tal health department agree that you need them. 

; Read the Nine Point Plan 

; Ensure the participation of the 
County Mental Health Director 

; Invite Education, Juvenile 
Courts, and Probation 

; Review data dashboards Docu-
ment list of attendees 

; Discuss the Four Questions and 
document the conversation 

; Submit Meeting Summary Report 
to DMH 

; TBS Coordination of Care Best 
Practices Manual coming in 
March 2010! T
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TBS TRAINING 
� Kern & Tulare Training:  At Kern and Tulare Counties’ request, DMH 

and CiMH have been working to develop a training to address specific 
TBS issues in these two MHPs.  Training topics include TBS           
documentation, interagency coordination of care, TBS in schools, TBS 
best practices, and guidance for the local TBS decision-maker       
meetings.  The training is currently scheduled for December 8, 2009. 

 

� Level II MHPs Training:  DMH and its TBS training contractor, the  
California Institute of Mental Health (CiMH),  convene monthly meetings 
among the 10 Level II MHPs in order to determine their training needs and to develop 
training.   

 

� If your MHP is interested in receiving TBS training, please contact DMH at 
TBS@dmh.ca.gov. 

∗ For MHPs interested in identifying their proposed services to be considered for             
certification as a TBS-equivalent/alternative service, please click here. 

∗ Please subscribe to the DMH TBS listserv to receive important updates.  The 2009    
e-blast updates include:  

         Court Approves Exit Plan, 4-28-09; Local Meeting Tools, 5-12-09; May 2009 e-Newsletter, 
5-29-09; TBS Documentation Manual, 6-30-09 ; Exit Plan Information Notice, 7-13-09; 
TBS Documentation Manual: Public Comment Period Reminder, 7-14-09; TBS: Level II 
Counties Webinar Training, 7-15-09;  TBS e-Newsletter July 2009, 7-21-09; TBS: Level II 
Counties   Webinar Training Update, 7-23-09; Level II MHP Data Dashboards, 8-3-09; 
September 2009 TBS e-Newsletter, 10-7-09; TBS Documentation Manual 2.0, 10-27-09; 
and DMH TBS 2009 Annual Assessment Report, 11-10-09. 

∗ For a quick look at what TBS is and how it may benefit the      
children you serve, please visit the DMH TBS website for more 
information. 

Family & Consumer Corner Local TBS Meetings 

Decision-Makers 
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