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Therapeutic Behavioral Services Accountability Structure 
Report to the Department of Mental Health 
Purpose: The goal of the Therapeutic Behavioral Services (TBS) Accountability Structure is to identify and 
develop a statewide practice and performance improvement structure. This structure will include outcome and 
utilization measures and a continuous quality improvement process that will allow the California State 
Department of Mental Health (CDMH) to effectively ensure that TBS are accessible, effective, and sustained 
for the Emily Q class members as outlined in the Court-approved TBS Plan.
 
The accountability structure, to be implemented by CDMH, will be accomplished through annual reports 
submitted  by the county Mental Health Plans (MHPs). This new report utilizes a quality improvement process 
based on principles and accountability activities that focus on practice and service coordination, rather than 
compliance and disallowances. The report is designed to increase Emily Q class access to appropriate TBS 
services. This approach requires an interagency review of relevant data in response to four questions, 
utilizing a standard report format.
 --Nine Point Plan, Appendix C
 
Directions: Please provide a brief summary of the answers to the following four questions as discussed 
in  your local learning conversation (both Level I and Level II counties). Per the Nine Point Plan, it is the 
Mental Health Director's responsibility to submit the completed form. Please save this form to your 
computer then submit, along with a list of attendees, to TBS@dmh.ca.gov. 
MH 507 (07/2009)
County MHP:
Date of Meeting:
MHP Contact Information
Name:
Phone Number:
Email: 
Was this a: 
or a
meeting?
1. Are the children and youth in the county who are Emily Q class members and who would benefit from  TBS, getting        TBS? 
2. Are the children and youth who get TBS experiencing the intended benefits? 
3. What alternatives to TBS are being provided in the county?
  
4. What can be done to improve the use of TBS and/or alternative behavioral support services in the county? 
  
Additional Comments:
8.0.1291.1.339988.308172
2
	PrintButton1: 
	CountyMHP: Yolo
	MeetingDate: 2009-09-29
	MHPContactName: Theresa Smith, LCSW
	MHPContactPhoneNum: 5306668746
	MHPContactemail: theresa.smith@yolocounty.org
	: 
	TextField2: Meeting participants reviewed data regarding numbers of Emily Q class members and TBS recipients.  Participants identified that additional efforts can be employed to increase TBS access.    While numbers were low for number of current county placements, partners discussed increasing TBS referrals for youth at risk of out of home placements.  Also, data showed that Child Welfare has utilized TBS more frequently than Probation and Mental Health departments.  Discussion noted that many  placement and hospital risk cases in the community are not Medi-Cal beneficiaries and not eligible for TBS/EPSDT services.
	TextField3: Initial data reviewed indicate that children and youth receiving TBS may still require higher level interventions (group home, crisis intervention, etc.).  It was noted that TBS has been utilized to avoid psychiatric hospitalization for youth in RCL 12-14 group home care.  Discussion included providing TBS for clients in the community and before multiple placement failures and reaching a need for a higher level of care (RCL 14  placements, out of state placement, etc.).   Meeting participants discussed reviewing additional data at next meeting regarding outcomes for current TBS recipients.
	TextField4: Meeting participants identified current services utilized and available in the county, which included:-  Evidence based practices coordinated/supported by the Probation Department including Functional Family Therapy.- Intensive EPSDT community based services, including Hospital Discharge and Residential Step Down services that may include medication support services and therapy.-  Services for  Transitional Age Youth via MHSA Full service partnership.
	TextField5: List of Attendees:Honorable Steve Basha, Presiding Judge of Juvenile CourtPamela Miller, Director, Department of Employment and Social Services Marjorie Rist, Interim Chief Probation OfficerJim Diel, Local TBS Provider Representative, EMQ-FamiliesFirstKim Suderman, Director, Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health Patricia Fong, District Attorney’s OfficeChristina Hill-Coillot, Deputy Director,  Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health Rudy Arrieta, QM Manager,  Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health Tiffany Greer, TBS/QM,  Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health Theresa Smith, Children's Manager/TBS Coordinator,  Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health   Invited, Unable to Attend:Camille Giometti-May, SELPA Assistant Superintendent, COEAlicia Ruiz, Parent/Child Advocate RepresentativeAllison Zuvela, Public Defender’s OfficeAlice Meserve, Conflict Counsel Panel



