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How Researchers  
Can Access DHCS Data 
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Reporting to CMS 

 DHCS reports data to CMS through the Medicaid 
Statistical Information System (MSIS) 
– Eligibility File 

– Inpatient File 

– Long Term Care File 

– Pharmacy File 

– Other File 

Quarterly reporting since 1997 

Will become the Transformed-MSIS (T-MSIS) 
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Contributing to the Data Landscape 

http://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-
Data-and-Systems/Computer-Data-and-
Systems/MedicaidDataSourcesGenInfo/MS
IS-Mart-Home.html  

http://www.resdac.org/  
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Data from DHCS 

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/dataandstats/data/Pages/AccessingProtectedData.aspx  

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/dataandstats/data/Pages/AccessingProtectedData.aspx
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Criteria 
 Directly connected with the administration of the Medi-Cal 

Program 

 University of California or a nonprofit educational institution: 

– Conducting scientific research 

– Approved by the Committee for the Protection of Human 
Subjects (CPHS) for the California Health and Human Services 
Agency (CHHS) 

 Public Health Purposes 
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Statutory Highlights 

Federal 
 Social Security Act: Sec. 1902. [42 U.S.C. 1396a]  

(a) A State plan for medical assistance … 

 Health Insurance Portability and Accountability ACT (HIPAA):  
CFR 160.  Section 164.512 

State 
 California Welfare and Institutions Code: Section 14100 

(administration of the Medi-Cal program) 

 California Civil Code (Information Practices Act):  
Section 1798.24 
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Institutional Review Board (IRB) 

Committee for Protection of Human Subjects (CPHS) 
 CHHS established the CPHS as an institutional review board in 

July 1976 

 CHHS is bound by terms of the Federalwide Assurance (FWA) 
00000681 signed in June 2001 with the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (DHHS), Office for Human 
Research Protections 

 CPHS is the only Institutional Review Board (IRB) empowered 
by the CHHS 
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DHCS’ Data & Research Committee  (DRC) 

All data requests for research or public health 
purposes will be reviewed by the DRC 

 Makes recommendations to DHCS executive management 
regarding potential approval or denial of a data request 

 Oversees process for soliciting and responding to requests 
from external requestors for access to protected DHCS data 

 Assesses appropriateness and priority of data releases for 
research or public health purposes 
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Criteria used to review a request 

 Program Relevance:  
– Usefulness of the potential findings to DHCS 

– Potential health impact on DHCS’ beneficiaries and the 
general public 

– Project focus on a topic that will provide new, useful 
information to DHCS programs 

Methodology:  
– Reliability, accuracy, and practicality of proposed 

methodology in answering the identified research or public 
health question(s) 
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Criteria used to review a request 

 Risk Assessment:  
– Potential risk to security and confidentiality of releasing the 

requested data sets 

 Department Impact:  
– Amount of resources necessary to fulfill the data request and 

assist requestors 

 Investigator Qualifications:  
– Assessment of the investigator's experience and qualifications 
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Data Release Requires 
 Approval of DHCS DRC and Director 

 Approval by CHHS Committee for the Protection of Human 
Subjects (CPHS) 

 Submittal of a copy of the CPHS approval letter and protocol 

 Submittal of yearly reports to the DRC regarding the progress 
of projects 

 Annual renewal with both DHCS DRC & CHHS CPHS 

 Approved Projects: 
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/dataandstats/data/Pages/ListofAppro
vedDRCProjects.aspx  

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/dataandstats/data/Pages/ListofApprovedDRCProjects.aspx
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/dataandstats/data/Pages/ListofApprovedDRCProjects.aspx
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Upon Completion of Work 
 Destroy or return to DHCS any data files containing personally 

identifiable information 

 Submit a copy of the journal article abstract or other 
publications if findings from their research using Medi-Cal data 
are published 
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Directly  
connected  
with the 

administration  
of the  

Medi-Cal 
Program 

 
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Doc
uments/DHCSStrategicPlan.p

df  

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Documents/DHCSStrategicPlan.pdf
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Documents/DHCSStrategicPlan.pdf
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Documents/DHCSStrategicPlan.pdf
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Strategy for Quality Improvement 

DHCS Strategy for Quality Improvement 
in Health Care - Three Linked Goals 

1. Improve the health of all Californians; 

2. Enhance quality, including the patient care experience, in all 
DHCS programs; and 

3. Reduce the Department’s per capita health care program 
costs. 

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/Pages/DHCSQualityStrategy.aspx  

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/Pages/DHCSQualityStrategy.aspx
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Strategy for Quality Improvement Cont. 

DHCS Strategy for Quality Improvement 
in Health Care - Seven Priorities 
1. Improve patient safety 

2. Deliver effective, efficient, affordable care 

3. Engage persons and families in their health 

4. Enhance communication and coordination of care 

5. Advance prevention 

6. Foster healthy communities 

7. Eliminate health disparities 



Thank you! 
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