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Department of Health Services
Children’s Medical Services Network
(CMS Net) - Information Bulletin # 131

Synagis Instructions for RSV Season 2005-06
*REVISED* 10/11/05

DHS has decided for the current RSV season to use the same methodology for
the authorization of Synagis as was in place for the 2004-05 RSV season. The
following instructions are for RSV season 2005-06 only.

Notes:
e These instructions supercede the instructions found in N.L.: 05-0904.
e There is a liquid solution of Synagis that will be available mid-November
and will eventually replace the powder formulation.
o There are instructions below to allow for authorizing both the
powder and the liquid forms.
o SARs for Synagis using the CPT code and the “X” codes are not
affected by the different formulations.

Instructions for Counties on CMS Net

(Los Angeles, Orange and Sacramento Counties will follow the same
procedure as last year.)

Use the CMS web-based SAR system for authorizations for Synagis for RSV
season 2005-06. The authorization can be issued to a physician, hospital
outpatient clinic, SCC or a pharmacy for the Synagis medication. The information
provided at the time of the request must document eligibility requirements as
identified in N.L.:05-0904.
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Physician, Clinic, or SCC

1. If a physician, clinic or SCC is purchasing Synagis and is requesting an
authorization for its administration:

a. Issue an authorization for CPT code 90378 to the physician, clinic, or the
SCC’s hospital outpatient provider number. (For this code 50 mg Synagis
is 1 unit). Note: Select Type “I”’. Do not select Type “N”.

b. Determine the mg dose needed each month and round up to the nearest
50 mg increment (e.g., 45 mg dose is rounded up to 50 mg; 51.75 mg
dose is rounded up to 100 mg; 120 mg dose is rounded up to 150 mg;
etc.).

c. Add together all these rounded values for the season and divide by 50.

d. This number is then entered in the “Units” box on the SAR.

e. Leave the “Quantity” box on the SAR empty.

2. CPT code 90378 includes an administration fee for Synagis.

3. If the physician, clinic or SCC does not already have an existing authorization
for SCG 01 or SCG 02, issue an authorization in order that the office visit
and/or facility codes can be billed as appropriate.

Pharmacy

1. If a pharmacy is requesting to dispense Synagis, issue an authorization to
the pharmacy for Synagis with the appropriate NDC number(s).

2. Verify that an authorization is also in place for one of the following, as
applicable:

a. An SCG 01 for a physician (if giving the injection in the office or clinic
setting);

b. An SCG 02 for the SCC; or
c. Z6900 for a Home Health Agency (HHA) which will be giving the
injection in the home because of the fragile condition of the infant/child
(one visit for each monthly injection, so the units will be the total number of
visits to provide all the injections requested).

Note: In these instances the pharmacy can only bill for Synagis using an
NDC number.
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3. Issuing a SAR to a pharmacy

e There are 2 formulations of Synagis for this 2005-06 RSV season.

o Synagis Powder (NDC numbers)

e 60574411101 (100 mg vial)
60574411201 (50 mg vial)
e This is the product you have been authorizing in past years.

o Synagis Liquid Formulation (NDC numbers)

e 60574411301 (100 mg/1 ml vial)
60574411401 (50 mg/0.5 ml vial)
e Available mid-November

e Authorize the NDC number(s) for the powder for the entire time period
requested.

e On the same SAR also include the NDC number(s) for the liquid form
o Use the same units and same quantity for the 100 mg/1 ml Synagis

(as for the powder) for the same time period.

o For the 50 mg/0.5 ml Synagis, you will enter the same number of
units as for the powder, but the quantity will be one-half of the
quantity that you entered for the powder.

e By including both formulations on the SAR, the pharmacy can claim for
either product, depending on availability. (This will help prevent any
lapse in Synagis administration to the infant/child.)

e The following is an example of a SAR for a 5.5 kg infant receiving
Synagis over 5 months (anticipating a 1-kg monthly weight increase).
This infant requires Synagis 100 mg vial for each of the first 2 months;
and for each of the next 3 months the infant requires both a 100 mg
vial and a 50 mg vial. The first 2 rows in the table are the powder
formulation and the next 2 rows are the liquid formulation.

Service Code| Modifier| Service Description Units Quantity| Amount
60574411101 SYNAGIS 100 MG VIAL 5 1.0
60574411201 SYNAGIS 50 MG VIAL 3 1.0
60574411301 SYNAGIS 100 MG/1 ML 5 10
VIAL
60574411401 SYNAGIS SOMGOSML 1 5 0.5
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e The following is an example of a SAR for a 5.28 kg infant receiving
Synagis over 6 months due to a longer RSV season (anticipating a 1-
kg monthly weight increase). This infant requires Synagis 100 mg vial
for each of the first 2 months; and for each of the next 3 months the
infant requires both a 100 mg vial and a 50 mg vial. For the 6™ month,
the infant requires 2-100 mg vials. The first 3 rows in the table are the
powder formulation and the next 3 rows are the liquid formulation.

Service Code| Modifier| Service Description Units Quantity| Amount
60574411101 SYNAGIS 100 MG VIAL 5 1.0
60574411201 SYNAGIS 50 MG VIAL 3 1.0
60574411101 SYNAGIS 100 MG VIAL 1 2.0
60574411301 SYNAGIS 100 MG/1 ML 5 10
VIAL
60574411401 SYNAGIS 50 MG/0.5 ML 3 05
VIAL
60574411301 \iXEAGls 100 MG/ ML 1 2.0

e Remember for NDC numbers, “units” is the total number of fills. In the
example directly above, during the RSV season, a 100 mg vial is
required 5 times (5 units); a 50 mg vial is required 3 times (3 units);
and 2-100 mg vials are required one time (1 unit).

The “Quantity” box must be filled with a number (for purposes of
authorization).

o “Quantity” is how much of the product is dispensed per month.
o “Quantity” is dependent on the formulation of the product.

e The “Quantity” for Synagis powder is billed as “each”, and is the
number of vials per month for the NDC numbered product.

e The “Quantity” for Synagis liquid is billed by the milliliter (ml), so the
number of vials per month is multiplied by the number of milliliters in
each vial. For the 100 mg/1 ml vial: 1 vial per month X 1 ml per vial
yields a “Quantity” of 1 ml. For the 50 mg/0.5 ml vial: 1 vial per month
X 0.5 ml per vial yields a “Quantity” of 0.5 ml.

Continue authorizing both formulations through this RSV season unless
the pharmacy informs you that they only need the liquid formulation
authorized. Pharmacies will want to use up all their powder formulations
before beginning to dispense the liquid formulation.
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4. If a pharmacy is dispensing Synagis for injection by one of its subsidiaries
(e.g., a HHA):

a. Issue the SAR to the pharmacy for X7441 (50 mg vial, 1 unitis 50 mg)
and/or X7439 (100 mg vial, 1 unit is 100 mg) as applicable. Note:
Override authority is needed to authorize these “X” codes.

b. For each “X” code, add up the number of vials needed for the season, and
enter this value in the “Units” box on the SAR.

c. Leave the “Quantity” box on the SAR empty.

Note: These “X” codes include the reimbursement for the injection fee and the
HHA reimbursement for the visit. Do not separately authorize the HHA for a
visit for Synagis when the pharmacy is using the “X” codes.

The following table may be helpful for determining the dosing for weight ranges.
The dosing is 15 mg/kg by intramuscular injection monthly. Providers may
estimate a 1-kg monthly weight increase unless the infant/child’s growth pattern
is known to be different.

WEIGHT WEIGHT DOSE
RANGE - KG RANGE - LB
0 -3.3kg 0-7.31b 0 - 50mg
3.4 - 6.6 kg 74-1451b 51 - 100mg
6.7kg - 10kg 146-221b 101mg - 150mg

10kg—133kg | 221-29.31b | 151 mg— 200 mg
13.4kg—16.7kg | 29.4-36.71b | 201 mg - 250 mg

16.8kg - 20kg 36.8- 44 Ib 251mg - 300mg
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