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The purpose of this Provider Information Notice (PIN) is to inform you that Rotavirus 
(RV) vaccine, RotaTeq™ (Merck), has been added as a CHDP program benefit.  
 
This Information Notice provides the new CHDP administration code and billing and 
reimbursement information.  An updated CHDP vaccine benefit and reimbursement 
table is enclosed which includes the addition of this new vaccine. A Vaccines for 
Children (VFC) Provider Letter is enclosed that contains important information on the 
vaccine. 
 
RV vaccine is a live, oral, pentavalent, bovine-human reassortant vaccine. RV vaccine 
is indicated for infants’ age 6 weeks through 32 weeks.  The recommended schedule for 
the three dose series is for administration orally at 2, 4, and 6 months of age.  The first 
dose should be given between 6 and 12 weeks of age.  The last dose should be 
administered by 32 weeks of age.  There should be a 4 to 10-week interval between 
doses.  Pre-term infants should receive the vaccine according to their age in weeks 
since birth.  RV vaccine should be administered as soon as possible after removal from 
refrigeration.  
 
Re-administration of any RV vaccine dose to an infant who regurgitates, spits out, or 
vomits during or after administration of vaccine is not recommended.  The infant should 
receive the remaining doses of RV vaccine at appropriate intervals. In addition, the 
vaccine may be given at the same visit as all other routine vaccines during infancy. 
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August 4, 2006 
 
 
RV Vaccine as a CHDP Program Benefit  
 
Effective June 1, 2006, CHDP will reimburse providers for the administration fee of RV 
vaccine to CHDP eligible children; the vaccine will be provided at no charge by the VFC 
Program for these children.  The CHDP vaccine code is 75 and has the reimbursement 
rate of $9.00 for the administration fee.  Rotavirus vaccine is not available for purchase.  
 

Rotavirus (RV) 
Vaccine  

75 
 

VFC 
 

6 weeks thru 32 
weeks 

$9.00 

 
Code 75 is payable for three doses with a 4 to 10-week interval between doses. RV 
vaccine has been added to the Vaccine Codes and Rates Table found in the rates max 
CHDP section of the CHDP Provider Manual.  
 
Reminder 
 
All CHDP program providers actively involved with immunized children must participate 
in the VFC Program, which provides vaccines at no cost to the provider for eligible 
children up to eighteen years eleven months.  The CHDP Program reimburses only the 
immunization administration fee for VFC covered vaccines.  
Billing Instructions for RV Vaccine

Please use the following instructions for billing for RV vaccine.  Refer to the 
CHDP Provider Manual for additional information.  

• Enter the CHDP Code number, 75, and Rotavirus on a blank line, 
under the immunization section of the PM 160 Confidential 
Screening/Billing Report.  

• Enter a check mark in only one of the Immunization Outcome Columns 
 (A or B) of the PM 160, as appropriate.  

• Enter the administration fee in the Fees Column (Note: fees do not apply 
on the “Information Only” PM 160).  

• If you administered RV vaccine on or after June 1, 2006, and prior to this 
notice, you are entitled to reimbursement for the administration of this 
vaccine.  Please submit a PM 160 for the $9.00 administration fee if you 
have not been previously reimbursed for the vaccine by any source.  
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CHDP Vaccine Benefits and Reimbursement Table 
 
An updated CHDP Vaccine Benefit and Reimbursement Table is enclosed; it is 
dated July 1, 2006.  The table includes the RV code and reimbursement rate. 
 
Your continuing participation in the CHDP Program is greatly appreciated.  If you have 
any questions about CHDP vaccine benefits or other CHDP issues, please contact your 
local CHDP program office. 
 
Original Signed by Marian Dalsey, M.D., M.P.H. 
 
Marian Dalsey, M.D., M.P.H., Chief 
Children’s Medical Services Branch  
 
Enclosures 
 
 



CHDP Vaccine Codes and Rates 
July 1, 2006 (Revised) 

 
Vaccine Code Vaccine 

Source 
Age Rate 1 Comment 

Required 
DTaP 45 Vaccines 

For Children 
(VFC) 

2 months thru 6 years, 
11 months 

$ 9.00  

DT Pediatric 59 Purchased 2 months thru 6 years, 
11 months 

$ 10.93  

Td Adult 
(DECAVAC™) 

58 VFC 7 years thru 18 years 
11 months 

$9.00  

Td Adult 60 Purchased 7 years thru 20 years, 
11 months 

$ 13.96  

Tdap 72 VFC 10 years thru 18 years  
11 months 

$9.00  

65 VFC 
(Pediatric) 

1year thru 18 years, 
11 months 

$ 9.00  Hepatitis A 

66 Purchased 
(Adult) 

19 years thru 20 years, 
11 months 

$ 65.48  

HBIG 2 41 + 57 Purchased Birth thru 20 years, 
11 months 

$ 168.12 Reason for 
administration 

Hepatitis B/Hib 
Combination 

56 VFC 2 months thru 4 years, 
11 months 

$ 9.00  

Hepatitis B Lower
Dose (Pediatric/ 
Adolescent) 

40 VFC Birth thru 18 years, 
11 months 

$ 9.00  

Hepatitis B 
Higher Dose 
(Adult) 

42 VFC 11 years thru 15 years, 
11 months 3

$ 9.00 (Use this code for  
two dose adolescent 
schedule) 

Hepatitis B 51 Purchased 19 years thru 20 years, 
11 months 

$ 38.17  

38 VFC 2 months thru 18 years, 
11 months 

$ 9.00 High risk factor, if 
older than 5 years 

Hib 

63 Purchased 19 years thru 20 years, 
11 months 

$ 16.82 High risk factor 

53 VFC 6 months thru 18 years, 
11 months 

$ 9.00 High risk factor Influenza 
 
 
 

54 
 

Purchased 
 

6 months thru 20 years, 
11 months 

$ 13.76 
 

High risk factor 
 

FluMist 4
 

71 VFC 5 years thru 18 years,  
11 months 

$9.00 Presence of 
household 
member(s) with high 
risk factor 

 
1. Total reimbursement, includes administration fee. 
2.  Only for infants with HBsAg (+) mothers and for children exposed to known/suspected HBsAg (+) blood/tissue 

fluids. 
3. Adolescent two dose immunization schedule, currently approved for ages 11 years thru 15 years, 

11 months. 
4. For one dose annually, except for children 5 years through 8 years, 11 months who have never received an 

influenza immunization.  These children should receive two doses, with an interval of 42 days. 
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CHDP Vaccine Codes and Rates 
 
 
 
 
 

Vaccine Code Vaccine 
Source 

Age Rate 1 Comment 
Required 

33 VFC 12 months thru 18 years, 
11 months 

$ 9.00  MMR 

48 Purchased 19 years thru 20 years, 
11 months 

$ 38.27  

MMRV 74 VFC 12 months thru 18 years, 
11 months  

$ 9.00  

Measles 4a 34 Purchased 12 months thru 20 years, 
11 months 5

$ 21.29 Reason for 
administration 

69 
 

VFC 11 years thru 18 years 11 
months 

$9.00  Meningococcal 
Conjugate 
Vaccine (MCV4) 70 + 73 

 
Purchased 19 years thru 20 years 11 

months 
$101.84  

Pediarix TM 68 VFC 2 months thru 6 years, 
11 months 

$ 9.00  

39 VFC 2 months thru 18 years, 
11 months 

$ 9.00  Polio – 
Inactivated 

64 Purchased 19 years thru 20 years, 
11 months 

$ 29.84 High risk factor 

Pneumococcal 
Polysaccharide 
(23PS) 

55 Purchased 2 years thru 20 years, 
11 months 

$ 20.74 High risk factor 

Pneumococcal, 
heptavalent 
(Prevnar) 

67 VFC 1 month thru 4 years, 
11 months 

$ 9.00  

Rotavirus 6 

 
75 VFC 6 weeks thru 32 weeks $9.00  

Rubella 7 36 Purchased 12 months thru 20 years, 
11 months 

$ 24.50 Reason for 
administration 

46 VFC 12 months thru 18 years, 
11 months 

$ 9.00  Varicella 

52 Purchased 19 years thru 20 years, 
11 months 7

$ 48.94 Includes those born 
before 1/1/83, not 
VFC high risk 

 
1. Total reimbursement, includes administration fee. 
4a. For individuals with a contraindication to rubella or mumps vaccine. 
5. Measles vaccine (or, if not available, MMR) is recommended in children as young as 6 months, 

in outbreak situations or for international travel. 
6. Oral vaccine. 
7. For individuals with a contraindication to measles or mumps vaccine. 



ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER 
Governor

State of California—Health and Human Services Agency 

Department of Health Services 
 
 

 
 
 SANDRA SHEWRY 
 Director 

June 15, 2006 
 
 
TO:   California Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program Providers 
 
FROM: Howard Backer, M.D., M.P.H., Chief  

Immunization Branch 
  
SUBJECT:  PENTAVALENT, BOVINE-HUMAN REASSORTANT ROTAVIRUS VACCINE 

(RV) IS NOW AVAILABLE FROM VFC  
 
 
This memo is divided into sections to enable you to quickly access the information you 
need: 
  
 Section Page(s) 
 Summary  1 
 Background and Composition 2 
 Recommendations for Vaccine Use 2-3 
 How Supplied 3 
 Ordering and Billing 3-4 
 Potential Vaccine Reactions 4 
 Contraindications 4 
 Precautions 4-5 
 Special Situations 5 
 Documentation 5-6 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
In February 2006, United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) licensed a new, live 
rotavirus vaccine, RotaTeq™ (Merck & Co., Inc.), for use in infants.  The Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) voted at their February 2006 meeting to 
recommend the routine use of the new rotavirus vaccine as a three dose series in infants 
six weeks to 32 weeks of age.  The new rotavirus vaccine is now available from VFC.  This 
letter summarizes information about use of RotaTeq™ in the VFC program.  The 
Immunization Branch is following ACIP’s provisional recommendations for RV.  When 
available, ACIP’s final recommendations will be provided as well as any updated vaccine 
information. 

 

 
Immunization Branch/Division of Communicable Disease Control 

850 Marina Bay Parkway, Building P, 2nd Floor, Richmond, CA 94804 
(877) 243-8832 

Internet Address:  www.dhs.ca.gov  
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BACKGROUND AND COMPOSITION 
 
Rotavirus infection is the leading cause of severe diarrhea in infants and young children.  Most 
rotavirus infections occur in children younger than five years old.  The most severe cases occur 
among infants and young children between six months and 24 months of age.  In the United 
States, rotavirus disease occurs in annual winter epidemics and causes about 20-60 deaths, 
>50,000 hospitalizations, >550,000 emergency department or outpatient visits, and leads to 
approximately one billion dollars of health care and lost productivity costs each year.   
 
In 1998, a previous rotavirus vaccine, Rotashield™, was licensed by the FDA in the United 
States.  However, it was removed from the market in 1999 because of its association with 
intussusception.  Consequently, the new rotavirus vaccine, RotaTeq™, was evaluated in a very 
large scale, placebo-controlled trial of over 70,000 children who were monitored for 
intussusception and other complications.  In this study, the vaccine was not associated with an 
increased risk of intussusception when compared to placebo.  Safety of this vaccine will 
continue to be closely monitored in additional studies conducted after licensure. 
 
RotaTeq™ is a live, oral, pentavalent, bovine-human reassortant rotavirus vaccine (RV).  Each 
of the five reassortant viruses in the vaccine contains is a mix or “reassortant” of strains that 
infect humans and cows.   
 
In studies of the vaccine, efficacy of RV against rotavirus gastroenteritis was 74 percent, and    
efficacy against severe rotavirus gastroenteritis was 98 percent.  In addition, RV reduced 
hospitalizations for rotavirus gastroenteritis by 96 percent.   
 
Additional rotavirus vaccines may be licensed in the future. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR VACCINE USE 
 
Eligible Groups for receipt of VFC Supplies of RV  
 
VFC supplies of RV may be given to VFC eligible infants aged six weeks through 32 weeks. 
 
Dosing Schedule and Administration 
 
RV is recommended for routine immunization to be given as a three dose series administered 
orally at two months, four months and six months of age.  The first dose should be given 
between six and 12 weeks of age.  The last dose of RV should be administered by 32 weeks of 
age.  There should be a four to ten week interval between doses.  Preterm infants should 
receive the vaccine according to their age in weeks since birth (see SPECIAL SITUATIONS for 
further information).   
 
The vaccine is provided in ready to use, plastic, latex free liquid tubes; RV should not be mixed 
with other vaccines or solutions.  RV should be administered as soon as possible after being 
removed from refrigeration.  
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To administer RV:  
• Tear open the RV pouch and remove the dosing tube.  
• Clear any vaccine from the dispensing tip by holding the tube vertically and tapping the 

cap.  
• Puncture the dispensing tip by screwing the cap clockwise until it becomes tight then 

remove the cap by turning it counterclockwise.  
• Administer the dose by gently squeezing the vaccine into the infant’s mouth toward the 

inner cheek until the dosing tube is empty.  
 

The used dosing tube and cap are considered biowaste because RV is a live virus vaccine. 
They should be disposed of appropriately in hard sided biowaste containers. 
 
Readministration of any RV dose to an infant who regurgitates, spits out, or vomits during or 
after administration of vaccine is not recommended.  The infant should receive the remaining 
doses of RV at appropriate intervals. 
 
Administration with other vaccines 
 
Rotavirus vaccine may be given at the same visit as other childhood vaccines, including Hib, 
IPV, hepatitis B, pneumococcal conjugate vaccines, and DTaP.  RV has been shown to be safe 
and effective in trials when given together with routine vaccines during infancy.  
 
HOW SUPPLIED: 
 
RotaTeq™ (RV): 

• Each 2 mL dose is supplied as a suspension in a container consisting of a squeezable 
plastic, latex free dosing tube with a twist-off cap, allowing for direct oral administration.   

• The dosing tube is contained in a pouch and supplied as a: 
o Package of ten individually pouched single-dose tubes 

• The suspension is a pale yellow clear liquid that may have a pink tint. 
• Should be refrigerated at 2o-8oC during transportation and storage.  
• Should be protected from light. 
• Does not contain thimerosal or other preservatives. 

 
ORDERING AND BILLING 
 
How to order 
  
VFC Providers may order RV using the attached revised order form (DHS 8501 (6/06)).  
Remember to complete all the boxes in the four columns of the order form, even if you are 
ordering only RV.  Maintain a copy of your order forms for your office files.  Please be aware 
that your orders of RV may be adjusted, especially during this introductory phase.  
 
Billing Information 
 
Child Health and Disability Program (CHDP):  Claims may be submitted for doses of RV 
administered on or after June 1, 2006.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.rivcoph.org/cms/chdp.htm
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• The CHDP administration fee is $9.00 using CHDP code 75. However, providers should 
wait until notified by CHDP to submit claims. CHDP Provider Information Notices can be 
found at http://www.dhs.ca.gov/pcfh/cms/onlinearchive/chdppl.htm.  

 
Other codes for the use of the rotavirus vaccine that is not supplied by VFC:                         
The CPT code for the rotavirus vaccine is 90680. 
The CPT code for administration of the rotavirus vaccine is: 

90467 when the physician performs face-to-face vaccine counseling associated with the 
administration and the patient is under eight years old. 

   
The ICD-9-CM code for the rotavirus vaccine is V04.89. 
 
 
POTENTIAL VACCINE REACTIONS 
 
Serious Adverse Events: During the studies, there was no increase in rates of intussusception 
and other serious adverse events in infants receiving RV compared to those infants who did not 
receive RV.  
   
Minor Adverse Events: The following were reported more often in infants who received RV when 
compared to those who received placebo:   
 

Event RV recipients Placebo recipients 
Diarrhea 24.1% 21.3% 
Vomiting 15.2% 13.6% 

Ear Infection 14.5% 13.0% 
Runny nose and sore throat 6.9% 5.8% 

Wheezing and coughing 1.1% 0.7% 
 
Report suspected reactions to RV or other vaccines to the Vaccine Adverse Events Reporting 
System (VAERS) at (800) 822-7967 (toll-free) or http://vaers.hhs.gov.  
 
CONTRAINDICATIONS 
 

• History of severe hypersensitivity to any component of the vaccine 
 
• History of serious allergic reaction to a previous dose of vaccine 

 
PRECAUTIONS 
 

• Previous history of intussusception—CURRENTLY, IT IS RECOMMENDED TO 
WITHHOLD IMMUNIZATION UNTIL THERE IS FURTHER POST LICENSURE DATA 
ON SAFETY.   

 
• Altered immunocompetence 

a)  Infants with blood dyscrasias, leukemia, lymphomas of any type, or other malignant 
neoplasms affecting the bone marrow or lymphatic system. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.dhs.ca.gov/pcfh/cms/onlinearchive/chdppl.htm
http://vaers.hhs.gov/
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b) Infants on immunosuppressive therapy (including high dose systemic 
corticosteroids). 

c) Infants with primary and acquired immunodeficiency states, including Human 
Immmunodeficiency Virus (HIV)/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) or 
other clinical manifestations of infection with human immunodeficiency viruses; 
cellular immune deficiencies, and hypogammmaglobulinemic and 
dysgammaglobulinemic states.  Infants with indeterminant HIV status who are born 
to mothers with HIV/AIDS. 

d) Infants who have received a blood transfusion or blood products, including 
immunoglobulins, within 42 days. 

 
• Moderate to severe illness, including acute gastroenteritis 
 
• Preexisting chronic gastrointestinal disease 
  

SPECIAL SITUATIONS 
 

• Premature infants (<37 weeks gestation) can be immunized if all the following apply: 
a) they are at least six weeks of age, 
b) are being or have been discharged from the hospital nursery, 
c) and, are clinically stable. 

 
• Exposure of Immunocompromised Persons to Vaccinated Infants:  Infants living in 

households with persons who have or are suspected of having an immunodeficiency 
disorder or impaired immune status can be vaccinated. 

 
• Exposure of Pregnant Women to Vaccinated Infants:  Infants in households with 

pregnant women can be vaccinated. 
 

• Hospitalization after Vaccination:  If a recently vaccinated child is hospitalized, no 
precautions other than routine universal precautions need to be taken to prevent the 
spread of vaccine virus. 

 
• Breastfed Infants:  RV can be given to breastfed infants.   

 
DOCUMENTATION 
 
Vaccine Information Statement (VIS) and fact sheet:  An interim VIS (4/12/06) that can be used 
with the rotavirus vaccine can be found at http://www.cdc.gov/nip/publications/VIS/vis-
rotavirus.pdf.  A question and answer sheet on rotavirus disease and the vaccine can be found 
at: http://www.cdc.gov/nip/diseases/rota/rota-faqs.htm.   
 
Product Insert:  Refer to the product package insert for RV for additional vaccine information. 
This may be found at http://www.fda.gov/cber/label/rotamer020306LB.pdf.   
 
VFC resolution No. 2/06-2:  The VFC resolution on the rotavirus vaccine may be found at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/vfc/acip_vfc_resolutions.htm. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/nip/publications/VIS/vis-rotavirus.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/publications/VIS/vis-rotavirus.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/diseases/rota/rota-faqs.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/vfc/acip_vfc_resolutions.htm


Pentavalent, Bovine-Human Reassortant  Rotavirus Vaccine is Now Available  
Page 6 
June 15, 2006 
 
 
 

   

ACIP and AAP recommendations:  ACIP recommendations for RV will later be published at 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr.  The provisional ACIP recommendations may be found at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/recs/provisional_recs/rotavirus-child.pdf.  AAP recommendations and 
other information about RV will be available to AAP members at http://www.cispimmunize.org/. 
 
Vaccine Injury Compensation Program (VICP): Rotavirus vaccine is covered by the federal 
VICP.  Information on the federal VICP and the rotavirus vaccine may be found at: 
http://www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation/. 
 
Enclosures: Order Form (6/06), Interim VIS (4/06) 
 
cc: CDHS Immunization Branch Field Representatives 
 Local Health Officers 
 Local Health Department Immunization Coordinators  
 Local Health Department CHDP Program Directors 
 Vanessa Baird, Chief, Medi-Cal Managed Care Division, CDHS 

Marian Dalsey, M.D., Acting Chief, Children Medical Services Branch, CDHS 
 Michael Farber, M.D., Chief Medical Officer, Medi-Cal Managed Care, CDHS 

Susann Steinberg, M.D., Chief, Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health/Office of  
Family Planning Branch, CDHS 

 Villita Lewis, Deputy Director, Benefits and Quality Monitoring, MRMIB 
 Marcia Ehinger, M.D., Medi-Cal Benefits Branch, CDHS 
 Kathy Chance, M.D., Children Medical Services Branch, CDHS  
  
 
        

 
 
 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/recs/provisional_recs/rotavirus-child.pdf
http://www.cispimmunize.org/
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