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Current Waiver
The current Assisted Living Waiver (ALW) allows delivery of services to eligible beneficiaries in one of four possible “tiers” as determined by an established ALW Assessment Tool.  This tool is administered by a Care Coordinator Agency Registered Nurse during an initial assessment and repeated at each reassessment.  The tool measures the need for assistance with Activities of Daily Living (ADLs), Instrumental ADLs and the need for assistance in seven (7) functional categories: Cognitive Patterns, Behavioral Symptoms, Continence, Communications, Medications, Skin Conditions, and Other Treatments.  Based on the combined need for assistance in these areas, the tool calculates a level of care eligibility and tier of service for the beneficiary.  Tier one is assigned to beneficiaries with the lowest level of support need; tier two and tier three services are delivered to beneficiaries with more significant support needs, respectively.  Tier four services are authorized for eligible beneficiaries with the greatest support needs.  

Proposed Changes
The Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) proposes to amend the ALW to include Tier five.

When residing in a Residential Care Facility for the Elderly (RCFE), the beneficiary will be able to receive services under tier five, which provides for the maximum amount of waiver and protective supervision services.  Tier five is designed to provide a community residential alternative for beneficiaries whose physical, mental and cognitive disabilities make placement inappropriate or unmanageable in other facilities, such as skilled nursing facilities, Institutions for the Mental Diseases, Intermediate Care Facilities for persons with intellectual disabilities, or in tiers one through four of the ALW.  Beneficiaries eligible for tier five will need to have demonstrated one or more failed placements in the past, but has demonstrated that they can successfully reside in a supervised community setting.  Tier five is being designed to provide extensive physical, behavioral, cognitive, communicative, social and psychosocial treatments and supervision for those ALW-eligible beneficiaries such as those with severe traumatic brain injury.  

DHCS proposes the following criteria for eligibility for Tier five of the ALW:

· Meets Nursing Facility (NF) -A or NF-B Level of Care with severe mental/cognitive disabilities as a consequence of a traumatic brain injury;

· Demonstrates, has a history of, or has the potential of wandering or flight behavior;

· Demonstrates or has a history of an inconsistent ability to provide self-care, potential of injury to self or others, or potential of behavior outbursts that negatively affect others;

· Demonstrates or has a history of unsuccessful attempt(s) of placement in other community settings;

· Requires potential 24-hours/seven days per week hands-on or physical presence supervision and management; can be left alone for short periods of time; and,

· Is only able to reside in a community setting licensed to provide 24-hour services, supervision and supports, demonstrated by at least one failed placement in a less restrictive setting.

DHCS also proposes adding a new service to the ALW – Enhanced Oversight/Protective Supervision, which will be defined as:

· Supplying additional, appropriate staff to provide oversight/protective supervision/treatment as needed by the waiver participant; such oversight may be one-to-one or some other ratio of staff-to-participant.

· Staff may be licensed medical staff, personal or nursing aides, security personnel, or other specialties as appropriate to the specific participant.

· Specialty services are in addition to those specified under the Assisted Living Services (the per diem base service for those waiver participants residing in an RCFE).

· Reimbursed per hour, based on prior authorization for the number of hours needed for the specific participant.

Reimbursement rates for tier five will be established above those for tier four and commensurate with the level of services identified and eventually approved in the ALW amendment.
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