
February 5, 2016 

 

Thank you for your recent email to the Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) 
regarding your concerns about changes to the Qualified Autism Service (QAS) 
Professional and the addition of Supplement 6 to Attachment 3.1A to State Plan 
Amendment (SPA) 14-026. This SPA adds behavioral health treatment (BHT) benefits 
to the Medi-Cal program.   

As described during stakeholder meetings in December 2014 through August 2015, 
DHCS informed stakeholders that SPA 14-026 would be further revised to include QAS 
providers, professionals and paraprofessionals as defined in Health & Safety Code 
Section 1374.73, which was specifically requested by the stakeholders.   

During negotiations with the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
regarding the provisions contained in SPA 14-026, CMS requested DHCS develop the 
BHT Services Chart (Supplement 6 to Attachment 3.1A) to describe BHT services 
descriptions, provider types and provider qualifications.  The chart was developed to be 
consistent with Health & Safety Code §1374.73, and California Code of Regulations, 
Title 17, Division 2, Chapter 3, Subchapter 2, Article 3, § 54342.  The descriptions of the 
provider types, qualifications and scope of services in Supplement 6 to Attachment 3.1A 
mirror state statutes and regulations, and are consistent with the provider types, 
qualifications and scope of services required of California’s regional center vendors.   
Mid-level providers (QAS Professionals), including Associate Behavioral Analysts and 
Behavior Management Assistants, may design, implement and evaluate instructional 
and environmental modifications “under the direct supervision of a Behavior Analyst or 
Behavior Management Consultant” in the same manner they do today.  

Further, you indicate there will likely be an extreme shortage of clinicians eligible to 
provide supervision services to Medi-Cal beneficiaries and limit the capacity of available 
supervisors resulting in severe delays in access to care.  DHCS has conducted a 
comprehensive review of contracted health plan networks and has concluded that all 
networks meet the readiness requirements as set forth in Title 42, Code of Federal 
Regulations §§ 438.206, 438.207 and 438.214. DHCS submitted a network certification 
for all plans operating in California’s Medicaid program prior to January 29, 2016, and 
remains confident that BHT services and supervision of BHT services can be provided 
in accordance with state statutes and regulations.  

DHCS continues to monitor timely access to care closely to ensure any areas of 
concern are considered immediately. The Department is conducting weekly monitoring 
of all health plans to ensure network capacity does not fall below certification standards.  
 
Again thank you for your time and interest in this very important matter. If you have 
further questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us via email at 
abainfo@dhcs.ca.gov .  
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