
MAGI Medi-Cal Individual Household Composition & Family Size 
 

DHCS 7/31/2013 

Person-based; process done for each individual since there could be different household compositions within the same applicant family. 

Process is based on § 435.603(f) of the final Medicaid regulations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* If a State verifies  household composition and a taxpayer cannot reasonably establish that another individual is a tax dependent of the taxpayer for the tax 
year in which Medicaid is sought, the inclusion of such individual in the household of the taxpayer is determined by the non-filer rules listed above **.        

Blue are Decisions/Pink are Actions. 
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Does the individual expect to file a federal 
tax return for the taxable year? 

Does the individual expect to be claimed 
as a tax dependent by another taxpayer 
for the taxable year? 

**Household composition consists of the individual plus the following people living with the individual: 

• Individual’s spouse; 
• Individual’s children (natural, adopted and step) under age 19, or if full-time student, under age 

21; 
• For individuals under age 19, or if full-time student, under age 21: 

o Individual’s parents (natural, adopted and step); and  
o Individual’s siblings (natural, adopted and step) under age 19, or if full-time student, 

under age 21  

Family size = 1 + total number of people listed above living with the individual. 

Household composition consists of 
individual and all persons whom 
such individual expects to claim as 
a tax dependent. * 

Family size = Total number of 
persons counted in household 
composition. * 

Is the individual married 
and living with spouse? 

Is the spouse expected to 
be listed on the tax return 
as either the tax payer or a 
tax dependent? 

Add spouse to 
household composition. 

 

Is the individual pregnant? 

Add Number Expected to family size. 

 

Are any people who are included in the 
individual’s household composition 
pregnant (not counting the individual)? 

Add Number Expected to the family size for 
each pregnant person.  (State option) 

No 

Yes 
No 

No 

Yes 

No 

Does the individual expect to be 
claimed as a tax dependent by another 
taxpayer for the taxable year? 

Household composition consists of 
individual, taxpayer and all other 
persons whom the taxpayer expects 
to claim as a tax dependent. * 

Family size = Total number of 
persons counted in household 
composition. * 

Is the individual one of the following? 

1. Someone other than the spouse or child 
(biological, adopted or step) of the 
taxpayer. 

2. Under age 19 or under age 21 if a full time 
student who expects to be claimed by one 
parent as a tax dependent and is living 
with both parents but whose parents do 
not expect to file a joint tax return. 

3. Under age 19 or under age 21 if full time 
student and the taxpayer is the 
individual’s non-custodial parent. 
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