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What's New 
$63 Million for Enrollment Assistance. With open enrollment for health insurance only a few weeks 
away, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), announced $63 million in Navigator 
grant awards to returning and new organizations.  These awards will support local in-person 
assistance to help consumers understand the coverage options available to them as well as help 
them pick, apply for, and enroll in a plan of their choice. Consumers can also use the Find Local 
Help online tool to locate assistance with the Federally-facilitated Marketplace in their area. 
Navigators also provide outreach and education to raise awareness about the Marketplace, and refer 
consumers to health insurance ombudsman and consumer assistance programs when necessary. 
The full list of 2016 Navigator Grant Award recipients can be accessed here. 

State of Obesity.  The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, which produced the 2016 County Health 
Rankings earlier this year, has issued its annual report on obesity.  The study breaks down the rates 
of obesity by state and age-group and concludes that, while growth in the rate of obesity has slowed 
overall, they are still too high and require a concerted effort to help more Americans reach and 
maintain a healthy weight.  The report’s policy analysis offers lessons learned and promising 
approaches from public and private programs to address obesity.  Rural providers and stakeholders 
can also find resources, including a Rural Obesity Prevention Toolkit, on the Rural Health Information 
Hub. 

VA Accepting Nominations for Rural Advisory Committee – Submit by December 15, 
2016.  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Office of Rural Health, is seeking nominations of 
qualified candidates to be considered for appointment to the Veterans Rural Health Advisory 
Committee (VRHAC). The Committee advises the VA Secretary on ways to improve and enhance 
access to VA healthcare services for enrolled Veterans residing in rural areas and the identification of 
barriers to providing services.  Nominations must be submitted to VRHAC@va.gov no later than 5:00 
pm ET on December 15.  For a mailing address and further information, review the Federal Register 
Notice. 

Funding Opportunities 

Accountable Health Communities Model – November 3. CMS will award cooperative agreements 
of $1 million for Track 1 of the Accountable Health Communities Model (AHC), which focuses on 
health-related social needs of beneficiaries.  Successful applicants will serve as a hub coordinating 
clinical and social services.  The AHC Model will support up to twelve Track 1 bridge organizations 
that will test whether increasing awareness of available community services can impact total health 
care costs.  Participating rural organizations can help CMS determine modification that will make the 
program more accessible to broader rural participation.  To learn more about the AHC Model and the 
application process, register and attend an informational webinar on Wednesday, September 14 at 
2:00 pm ET. 

Improving the Treatment of Opioid Use Disorders – December 15. The Laura and John Arnold 
Foundation (LJAF) is requesting proposals from tax-exempt organizations for projects that evaluate 
existing treatment programs for addiction treatment, test new approaches, and re-orient government 
spending around effective programs that demonstrate measurable results.  For rural areas, where the 
rate of overdose deaths is 45 percent higher, finding successful, evidence-based approaches to 
treatment can help other communities find the best way to allocate resources.  LJAF seeks proposals 
that include at least one experienced researcher partnered with practitioners and government or non-
profit entities to evaluate current programs and investigate innovations. 
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Policy Updates 
**New: FORHP’s Policy Team is ready to answer any questions you may have about these updates 
at RuralPolicy@hrsa.gov. 

New Essential Community Provider Petition – submit by October 15.  For the 2018 benefit year, 
health insurance plans sold in the Federal marketplace must offer contracts to providers serving 
predominantly low-income individuals in medically-underserved areas.  CMS maintains a non-
exhaustive list of these Essential Community Providers (ECPs), and updates it annually to help 
insurance issuers find providers that can be included in their plan networks. Providers included on the 
draft HHS ECP list for the benefit year 2018 reflect those providers who submitted an ECP petition 
between December 9, 2015 and July 11, 2016 and were approved by CMS for inclusion through the 
ECP petition review process.   In the ECP petition for the 2018, rural providers, including Rural Health 
Clinics, Federally Qualified Health Centers, and Critical Access Hospitals can check to see if they 
are on the list (in the Requested Action section) and determine if they should re-submit their petition 
to include any changes/updates or missing information.  CMS solicits providers who do not yet 
appear on the ECP list but believe they satisfy the criteria for inclusion.  Get help with designation 
from the ECP Frequently Asked Questions or by sending your question to 
EssentialCommunityProviders@cms.hhs.gov.  

CMS Seeks Nominations for MACRA Quality Plan - Technical Expert Panel – Due September 
15.  The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is currently soliciting nominations for 
technical expert panel members to support the CMS Quality Measure Development Plan (MDP) 
project.  The MDP is mandated by the Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015 
(MACRA), which also requires the preparation of an annual report on the development of measures 
for the CMS Quality Payment Program. The panel will consist of representatives of stakeholder 
organizations, including physician and non-physician practitioners, patients and families/caregivers, 
consumer advocates, and technical experts in quality measurement and health information 
technology, among other areas of knowledge.  This is an opportunity for rural stakeholders and 
providers to provide input to CMS on rural considerations for quality measure development.  For more 
information, visit the CMS Technical Expert Panels Web page.  Scroll down to the Project Title 
-  CMS Quality Measure Development Plan:  Supporting the Transition to the Merit-based 
Incentive Payment System (MIPS) and Alternative Payment Models (APMs). 

Comment:  Changes to ACA parameters – October 6.  CMS has posted for public inspection the 
proposed rule for the 2018 benefits and payment parameters for the ACA health insurance 
marketplace.  CMS proposes changes to the risk adjustment program, cost-sharing parameters, and 
cost-sharing reductions.  They also propose to refine the guidance on standardized benefits options; 
consumer assistance tools; network adequacy; guaranteed renewability, and eligibility and 
enrollment.  Rural stakeholders will be especially interested in the proposed changes to the 
standardized benefits options, including the addition of a health savings account-eligible high 
deductible health plan, as well as proposed changes to the requirements for Essential Community 
Providers.  Comments are due to CMS by October 6, 2016. 

Resources, Learning Events and Technical Assistance 
Look-Alike Initial Designation – Tuesday, September 13 at 3:00 pm ET.  HRSA’s Health Center 
Program is providing technical assistance to review new, streamlined instructions for its application to 
Look-Alike Initial Designation. Look-alikes are established to maximize access to care for medically
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underserved populations and communities by allowing entities that do not receive Health Center  
Program funding to apply to become part of the Health Center Program and, once designated, 
become eligible for Medicaid and Medicare Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) Prospective 
Payment System (PPS) reimbursement and other related programs. Rural providers can review the 
eligibility section of the Look-Alike Initial Designation Application Instructions (PDF - 1 MB) for the full 
list of criteria.  

3RNet Annual Conference, Nashville TN – September 13-15.  The National Rural Recruitment and 
Retention Network opens its annual conference to anyone interested in learning more about topics 
surrounding the recruitment and retention of health care professionals in rural & underserved 
areas.  Registration is now open for the event that will feature presentations by the Federal Office of 
Rural Health Policy and the National Health Service Corps, a review of the new 3RNet website and 
current issues impacting recruitment of health professionals in rural areas.  

Rural Health Clinics (RHC) Technical Assistance Webinar – Thursday, September 15 from 2:00 
pm – 3:00 pm ET.  This session will discuss findings from a 4-year, NIH-funded study of the impact 
of Rural Health Clinic participation in Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs) in the Southeastern 
U.S. during both pre- and post-ACO formation periods.  Participants will learn more about the types of 
ACOs and their characteristics, and the effects on patient outcomes and operational costs that RHCs 
in ACOs have experienced.  Presenters include a distinguished group of researchers from the 
University of Central Florida including Dr. Judy Ortiz, Dr. Thomas T.H. Wan, Dr. Richard Hofler, and 
Dr. Angeline Bushy.  You can participate via the web-based connection at 
https://hrsaseminar.adobeconnect.com/rhc-ta-webinar/ and by phone at 1-800-779-1416 , using 
conference passcode 4343459. (Please call-in about 10 minutes prior to the webinar.)  As with all 
other technical assistance for rural health clinics, this session will be recorded and archived on 
FORHP’s RHC TA page.  If you missed the last RHC TA webinar on AgriSafe, you can now access 
the webinar recording. 

National Farm Safety and Health Week – September 19 – 23.  The AgriSafe Network invites you to 
a series of webinars promoting safety and health for agricultural workers and families.  Topics include 
optimizing employee health, respiratory protection, youth agricultural safety and ways to promote total 
farmer health.  

Training for Health IT Professionals – September 20 at 1:00 pm ET.  The Office for the National 
Coordinator of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC) hosts this 
informational webinar on free workforce trainings.  The session will feature speakers from ONC and 
their workforce grantees who will provide an update on training programs offered for Health IT 
professionals. 

Approaching Deadlines 
Rural Capacity Building for Community Development – September 13 

Addressing Homelessness – September 14 

Head Start for Migrant Families in Louisiana – September 15 

Comprehensive Primary Care Plus (CPC+) – September 15 

Comment:  Proposed Changes to Black Lung Clinics Program – September 21 

Comment: Payments for Cardiac Care and Hip Fractures – October 3 
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What's New

$63 Million for Enrollment Assistance. With open enrollment for health insurance only a few weeks away, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), announced $63 million in Navigator grant awards to returning and new organizations.  These awards will support local in-person assistance to help consumers understand the coverage options available to them as well as help them pick, apply for, and enroll in a plan of their choice. Consumers can also use the Find Local Help online tool to locate assistance with the Federally-facilitated Marketplace in their area. Navigators also provide outreach and education to raise awareness about the Marketplace, and refer consumers to health insurance ombudsman and consumer assistance programs when necessary. The full list of 2016 Navigator Grant Award recipients can be accessed here.

State of Obesity.  The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, which produced the 2016 County Health Rankings earlier this year, has issued its annual report on obesity.  The study breaks down the rates of obesity by state and age-group and concludes that, while growth in the rate of obesity has slowed overall, they are still too high and require a concerted effort to help more Americans reach and maintain a healthy weight.  The report’s policy analysis offers lessons learned and promising approaches from public and private programs to address obesity.  Rural providers and stakeholders can also find resources, including a Rural Obesity Prevention Toolkit, on the Rural Health Information Hub.

VA Accepting Nominations for Rural Advisory Committee – Submit by December 15, 2016.  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Office of Rural Health, is seeking nominations of qualified candidates to be considered for appointment to the Veterans Rural Health Advisory Committee (VRHAC). The Committee advises the VA Secretary on ways to improve and enhance access to VA healthcare services for enrolled Veterans residing in rural areas and the identification of barriers to providing services.  Nominations must be submitted to VRHAC@va.gov no later than 5:00 pm ET on December 15.  For a mailing address and further information, review the Federal Register Notice.

Funding Opportunities

Accountable Health Communities Model – November 3. CMS will award cooperative agreements of $1 million for Track 1 of the Accountable Health Communities Model (AHC), which focuses on health-related social needs of beneficiaries.  Successful applicants will serve as a hub coordinating clinical and social services.  The AHC Model will support up to twelve Track 1 bridge organizations that will test whether increasing awareness of available community services can impact total health care costs.  Participating rural organizations can help CMS determine modification that will make the program more accessible to broader rural participation.  To learn more about the AHC Model and the application process, register and attend an informational webinar on Wednesday, September 14 at 2:00 pm ET.

Improving the Treatment of Opioid Use Disorders – December 15. The Laura and John Arnold Foundation (LJAF) is requesting proposals from tax-exempt organizations for projects that evaluate existing treatment programs for addiction treatment, test new approaches, and re-orient government spending around effective programs that demonstrate measurable results.  For rural areas, where the rate of overdose deaths is 45 percent higher, finding successful, evidence-based approaches to treatment can help other communities find the best way to allocate resources.  LJAF seeks proposals that include at least one experienced researcher partnered with practitioners and government or non-profit entities to evaluate current programs and investigate innovations.
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Policy Updates

**New: FORHP’s Policy Team is ready to answer any questions you may have about these updates at RuralPolicy@hrsa.gov.

New Essential Community Provider Petition – submit by October 15.  For the 2018 benefit year, health insurance plans sold in the Federal marketplace must offer contracts to providers serving predominantly low-income individuals in medically-underserved areas.  CMS maintains a non-exhaustive list of these Essential Community Providers (ECPs), and updates it annually to help insurance issuers find providers that can be included in their plan networks. Providers included on the draft HHS ECP list for the benefit year 2018 reflect those providers who submitted an ECP petition between December 9, 2015 and July 11, 2016 and were approved by CMS for inclusion through the ECP petition review process.   In the ECP petition for the 2018, rural providers, including Rural Health Clinics, Federally Qualified Health Centers, and Critical Access Hospitals can check to see if they are on the list (in the Requested Action section) and determine if they should re-submit their petition to include any changes/updates or missing information.  CMS solicits providers who do not yet appear on the ECP list but believe they satisfy the criteria for inclusion.  Get help with designation from the ECP Frequently Asked Questions or by sending your question to EssentialCommunityProviders@cms.hhs.gov. 

CMS Seeks Nominations for MACRA Quality Plan - Technical Expert Panel – Due September 15.  The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is currently soliciting nominations for technical expert panel members to support the CMS Quality Measure Development Plan (MDP) project.  The MDP is mandated by the Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015 (MACRA), which also requires the preparation of an annual report on the development of measures for the CMS Quality Payment Program. The panel will consist of representatives of stakeholder organizations, including physician and non-physician practitioners, patients and families/caregivers, consumer advocates, and technical experts in quality measurement and health information technology, among other areas of knowledge.  This is an opportunity for rural stakeholders and providers to provide input to CMS on rural considerations for quality measure development.  For more information, visit the CMS Technical Expert Panels Web page.  Scroll down to the Project Title -  CMS Quality Measure Development Plan:  Supporting the Transition to the Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) and Alternative Payment Models (APMs).

Comment:  Changes to ACA parameters – October 6.  CMS has posted for public inspection the proposed rule for the 2018 benefits and payment parameters for the ACA health insurance marketplace.  CMS proposes changes to the risk adjustment program, cost-sharing parameters, and cost-sharing reductions.  They also propose to refine the guidance on standardized benefits options; consumer assistance tools; network adequacy; guaranteed renewability, and eligibility and enrollment.  Rural stakeholders will be especially interested in the proposed changes to the standardized benefits options, including the addition of a health savings account-eligible high deductible health plan, as well as proposed changes to the requirements for Essential Community Providers.  Comments are due to CMS by October 6, 2016.

Resources, Learning Events and Technical Assistance

Look-Alike Initial Designation – Tuesday, September 13 at 3:00 pm ET.  HRSA’s Health Center Program is providing technical assistance to review new, streamlined instructions for its application to Look-Alike Initial Designation. Look-alikes are established to maximize access to care for medically
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underserved populations and communities by allowing entities that do not receive Health Center 

Program funding to apply to become part of the Health Center Program and, once designated, become eligible for Medicaid and Medicare Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) Prospective Payment System (PPS) reimbursement and other related programs. Rural providers can review the eligibility section of the Look-Alike Initial Designation Application Instructions (PDF - 1 MB) for the full list of criteria. 

3RNet Annual Conference, Nashville TN – September 13-15.  The National Rural Recruitment and Retention Network opens its annual conference to anyone interested in learning more about topics surrounding the recruitment and retention of health care professionals in rural & underserved areas.  Registration is now open for the event that will feature presentations by the Federal Office of Rural Health Policy and the National Health Service Corps, a review of the new 3RNet website and current issues impacting recruitment of health professionals in rural areas. 

Rural Health Clinics (RHC) Technical Assistance Webinar – Thursday, September 15 from 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm ET.  This session will discuss findings from a 4-year, NIH-funded study of the impact of Rural Health Clinic participation in Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs) in the Southeastern U.S. during both pre- and post-ACO formation periods.  Participants will learn more about the types of ACOs and their characteristics, and the effects on patient outcomes and operational costs that RHCs in ACOs have experienced.  Presenters include a distinguished group of researchers from the University of Central Florida including Dr. Judy Ortiz, Dr. Thomas T.H. Wan, Dr. Richard Hofler, and Dr. Angeline Bushy.  You can participate via the web-based connection at https://hrsaseminar.adobeconnect.com/rhc-ta-webinar/ and by phone at 1-800-779-1416 , using conference passcode 4343459. (Please call-in about 10 minutes prior to the webinar.)  As with all other technical assistance for rural health clinics, this session will be recorded and archived on FORHP’s RHC TA page.  If you missed the last RHC TA webinar on AgriSafe, you can now access the webinar recording.

National Farm Safety and Health Week – September 19 – 23.  The AgriSafe Network invites you to a series of webinars promoting safety and health for agricultural workers and families.  Topics include optimizing employee health, respiratory protection, youth agricultural safety and ways to promote total farmer health. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Training for Health IT Professionals – September 20 at 1:00 pm ET.  The Office for the National Coordinator of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC) hosts this informational webinar on free workforce trainings.  The session will feature speakers from ONC and their workforce grantees who will provide an update on training programs offered for Health IT professionals.

Approaching Deadlines

Rural Capacity Building for Community Development – September 13

Addressing Homelessness – September 14

Head Start for Migrant Families in Louisiana – September 15

Comprehensive Primary Care Plus (CPC+) – September 15

Comment:  Proposed Changes to Black Lung Clinics Program – September 21

Comment: Payments for Cardiac Care and Hip Fractures – October 3
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