Federal Office of Rural Health Policy Announcements
October 13, 2016

What's New

Rural Health Solutions Summit — Wednesday, October 19 from 9:00 am — 4:00 pm ET. The
CMS Rural Health Council was established earlier this year, convening experts to strategize improved
health care access for rural Americans, support the economics of providing care, and make sure that
innovation fits the rural health care market. Since the Council’s formation, CMS has conducted nearly
two dozen listening engagements nationwide on key rural health issues, such as telemedicine,
hospice, and hospital support. The Summit will take place in the CMS Grand Auditorium in Baltimore;
if you can’t make it there, you can still register to watch at one of ten CMS Regional Offices, or at your
desk by live stream broadcast.

Essential Community Provider List — Deadline Saturday, October 15. If you haven't yet, it's time
to review the 2018 Essential Community Providers (ECP) list, a non-exhaustive list of available health
providers for plan year (PY) 2018. The presence of rural providers such as Rural Health Clinics,
Federally Qualified Health Centers and Critical Access Hospitals on the ECP list is very important for
contracting with Qualified Health Plans (QHPs) under the Marketplace. To confirm your information
has been included for the 2018 health plan year, visit the draft ECP list and click on “Check to see if
you are on the list” under question 6 of the petition. If your information is missing or incorrect, you
may submit the required information on the ECP petition questionnaire. Leaving any required data
field blank may result in being dropped off the ECP list for PY 2018. Get help with designation from
the ECP Frequently Asked Questions or by sending your question to

Essential CommunityProviders@cms.hhs.gov.

#RuralResults. On October 5th, White House Rural Council convened a forum of policy, business
and nonprofit leaders to announce significant gains since the Council was formed in 2011 and new
actions to continue the support for rural communities (see Funding Opportunities below).
Accompanying the forum was a memorandum from the Council outlining lessons learned and the
best strategies for Federal government engagement at the local level. Read more about successful
federal-local partnerships on the USDA Results page of Secretary Tom Vilsack, the White House
Rural Council’'s Chairman, and see the response to #RuralResults on social media.

Funding Opportunities

Healthy Places for Healthy People — November 6. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is
particularly interested in applications from rural areas for its programs to create walkable, healthy,
economically thriving downtowns and neighborhoods. The funds will support health care partners
such as small rural hospitals, community health centers and rural health clinics to take part in
promoting healthy behaviors and lifestyles through locally-grown food markets, physical activity
programs, and partnerships with various sectors to use health as a driver for a local, thriving economy
and healthy community. Under this program, which is supported by EPA and the Appalachian
Regional Commission, communities will receive planning assistance for action plans focusing on
health for neighborhood revitalization. EPA also announced two other programs that may be of
interest to rural communities. Local Foods, Local Places helps communities create walkable,
healthy, economically vibrant neighborhoods through the development of local food systems, and the
Cool & Connected program, which helps small towns use broadband service to revitalize small-town
main streets. EPA will host a webinar to explain more about these programs on Thursday,
October 20, 2016, at 2:00 pm ET.
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Community Facilities Program. The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing $401 million
for long-term, low-interest financing for essential community facilities in rural areas. Public bodies,
non-profit organizations and federally recognized American Indian Tribes can use the funds from any
of the five programs to construct, expand or improve facilities that provide health care, education,
public safety, and public services. Projects include fire and rescue stations, village and town halls,
health care clinics, hospitals, adult and child care centers, assisted living facilities, rehabilitation
centers, public buildings, schools, libraries, and many other community-based initiatives. Financing
may also cover the costs for land acquisition, professional fees, and purchase of equipment. These
facilities not only improve the basic quality of life, but assist in the development and sustainability of
rural America.

Policy Updates

*New: FORHP’s Policy Team is ready to answer any questions you may have about these updates
at RuralPolicy@hrsa.gov.

Comment on COPD National Action Plan — October 28. Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease
(COPD), the third leading cause of death in the United States, poses a profound hardship on
individuals and health care systems. The NIH's Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHBLI), with input
from federal and nonfederal partners, is developing a COPD National Action Plan to guide and
coordinate the efforts of stakeholders nationwide to help reduce the burden of COPD. The NHLBI is
asking the public to review and provide feedback on the main section of the COPD National Action
Plan draft. Following this public comment period, the NHLBI will finalize the COPD National Action
Plan. The draft is viewable here http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/educational/copd/get-involved/town-
hall.htm and stakeholders can submit their comments in the comment boxes or directly to
COPDActionPlan@porternovelli.com.

Final Rule for Long Term Care Facilities. On September 28, CMS issued a final rule updating the
requirements for long-term care facilities to reflect current practice standards of person-centered care,
provide added flexibility for providers, and improve resident safety and quality of life. After the first
comprehensive review since 1991, CMS now requires a comprehensive, data-driven quality
assurance and performance improvement (QAPI) program, an infection prevention and control
program (IPCP), and a compliance and ethics program at all Medicare-certified skilled nursing
facilities and Medicaid-certified nursing facilities. In a change from the proposed rule, CMS withdrew
its requirement for a physician or non-physician practitioner to conduct a medical evaluation before all
non-emergency resident transfers. Of note for rural providers, the rule updates the subset of
provisions applicable to swing beds at CAHs and PPS hospitals. Changes in this rule will be phased
in over three years beginning November 28.

Resources, Learning Events and Technical Assistance

Trends in Rural Children’s Access to Care — Thursday, October 13 at 1:00 pm ET. Jan Probst,
PhD, Professor, University of South Carolina, and Director of the South Carolina Rural Health
Research Center will present findings from a study based on the National Surveys of Children’s
Health. For many groups of rural children, access to care rose between 2003 and 2007, but dipped
slightly in 2011-2012.

Culturally-Appropriate Care for Transgender Patients — Monday, October 17 at 1:00 pm
ET. Space is limited for this 90 minute webinar hosted by HRSA’s Region 9 Office. Healthcare
providers, public health officials, and advocates wanting to improve competency in serving the needs
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of trans patients will better understand the special obstacles faced, opportunities to improve cultural
competency, and best practices to integrate trans-friendly care into the primary care setting. For more
information, please contact Valerie Gallo at 415-437-8095 or vgallo@hrsa.gov. Read more about the
challenges to transgender care in rural areas at the Rural Health Information Hub.

Physician Compare Information Session — Tuesday, October 18 at 11:00 am ET. CMS offers
five programs, all voluntary, that provide incentive to improve the quality of care for people with
Medicare. If a health care professional or group practice participates in one or more of these
programs, the Physician Compare database includes a green check mark on the profile page. CMS
will host two one-hour webinars, the first on Tuesday, October 11 and the second on Thursday,
October 20 at 3:00 pm ET. Each webinar will offer stakeholders an opportunity to ask questions
about public reporting on Physician Compare and this year's preview period.

NHSC Job Fair — Tuesday, October 18 from 6:45 pm — 10:15 pm ET. To continue the celebration
of Corps Community Month, the National Health Service Corps will hold an online job fair at which
clinicians can hear presentations from NHSC-approved sites with vacancies and ask questions about
the job and benefits package, clinical environment, populations served and local community. A typical
NHSC Virtual Job Fair has representatives from 30 to 40 sites with as many as 190 job openings for
primary care medical, dental and mental/behavioral health disciplines in underserved areas. After the
NHSC Virtual Job Fair, each site’s information, job openings and contact information is provided to
participants.

Resource of the Week

The Rural Health IT Workforce Program Curriculum Resources pages are now live on the Rural
Health Information Hub. From 2013-2016, 15 Rural Health IT Workforce grantees were supported by
FORHP to focus on activities related to the recruitment, education, training, and retention of health IT
specialists. To help other communities adopt best practices, this section of RHIhub offers a complete
inventory of curriculum resources, including detailed course descriptions and training materials. The
resources can be used as examples for rural and rural serving communities, vocation, and technical
colleges that wish to offer similar trainings in their educational institutions.

Approaching Deadlines
Comment on PTAC’s Payment Model Guidance — October 14

New Essential Community Provider Petition — October 15

*»*EXTENDED: NHSC Students to Service Loan Repayment — October 20

Comment on State Innovation Model Initiative (SIM) — October 28

Comment on COPD National Action Plan — October 28

Accountable Health Communities Model — November 3

Healthy Places for Healthy People — November 6

Nursing Workforce Diversity Program — November 14

Nurse Faculty Loan Repayment Program — November 14

Delta Health Care Services Grant Program — November 14
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What's New

Rural Health Solutions Summit – Wednesday, October 19 from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm ET.  The CMS Rural Health Council was established earlier this year, convening experts to strategize improved health care access for rural Americans, support the economics of providing care, and make sure that innovation fits the rural health care market. Since the Council’s formation, CMS has conducted nearly two dozen listening engagements nationwide on key rural health issues, such as telemedicine, hospice, and hospital support. The Summit will take place in the CMS Grand Auditorium in Baltimore; if you can’t make it there, you can still register to watch at one of ten CMS Regional Offices, or at your desk by live stream broadcast.  

Essential Community Provider List – Deadline Saturday, October 15.  If you haven’t yet, it’s time to review the 2018 Essential Community Providers (ECP) list, a non-exhaustive list of available health providers for plan year (PY) 2018. The presence of rural providers such as Rural Health Clinics, Federally Qualified Health Centers and Critical Access Hospitals on the ECP list is very important for contracting with Qualified Health Plans (QHPs) under the Marketplace.  To confirm your information has been included for the 2018 health plan year,  visit the draft ECP list and click on “Check to see if you are on the list” under question 6 of the petition.  If your information is missing or incorrect, you may submit the required information on the ECP petition questionnaire. Leaving any required data field blank may result in being dropped off the ECP list for PY 2018. Get help with designation from the ECP Frequently Asked Questions or by sending your question to EssentialCommunityProviders@cms.hhs.gov.

#RuralResults. On October 5th,  White House Rural Council convened a forum of policy, business and nonprofit leaders to announce significant gains since the Council was formed in 2011 and new actions to continue the support for rural communities (see Funding Opportunities below). Accompanying the forum was a memorandum from the Council outlining lessons learned and the best strategies for Federal government engagement at the local level.  Read more about successful federal-local partnerships on the USDA Results page of Secretary Tom Vilsack, the White House Rural Council’s Chairman, and see the response to #RuralResults on social media.  



Funding Opportunities

Healthy Places for Healthy People – November 6.  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is particularly interested in applications from rural areas for its programs to create walkable, healthy, economically thriving downtowns and neighborhoods.  The funds will support health care partners such as small rural hospitals, community health centers and rural health clinics to take part in promoting healthy behaviors and lifestyles through locally-grown food markets, physical activity programs, and partnerships with various sectors to use health as a driver for a local, thriving economy and healthy community. Under this program, which is supported by EPA and the Appalachian Regional Commission, communities will receive planning assistance for action plans focusing on health for neighborhood revitalization.  EPA also announced two other programs that may be of interest to rural communities.  Local Foods, Local Places helps communities create walkable, healthy, economically vibrant neighborhoods through the development of local food systems, and the Cool & Connected program, which helps small towns use broadband service to revitalize small-town main streets. EPA will host a webinar to explain more about these programs on Thursday, October 20, 2016, at 2:00 pm ET. 
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Community Facilities Program.  The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing $401 million for long-term, low-interest financing for essential community facilities in rural areas.  Public bodies, non-profit organizations and federally recognized American Indian Tribes can use the funds from any of the five programs to construct, expand or improve facilities that provide health care, education, public safety, and public services. Projects include fire and rescue stations, village and town halls, health care clinics, hospitals, adult and child care centers, assisted living facilities, rehabilitation centers, public buildings, schools, libraries, and many other community-based initiatives. Financing may also cover the costs for land acquisition, professional fees, and purchase of equipment. These facilities not only improve the basic quality of life, but assist in the development and sustainability of rural America.

Policy Updates

**New: FORHP’s Policy Team is ready to answer any questions you may have about these updates at RuralPolicy@hrsa.gov.

Comment on COPD National Action Plan – October 28.  Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD), the third leading cause of death in the United States, poses a profound hardship on individuals and health care systems. The NIH’s Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHBLI), with input from federal and nonfederal partners, is developing a COPD National Action Plan to guide and coordinate the efforts of stakeholders nationwide to help reduce the burden of COPD.  The NHLBI is asking the public to review and provide feedback on the main section of the COPD National Action Plan draft. Following this public comment period, the NHLBI will finalize the COPD National Action Plan. The draft is viewable here http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/educational/copd/get-involved/town-hall.htm and stakeholders can submit their comments in the comment boxes or directly to COPDActionPlan@porternovelli.com.

Final Rule for Long Term Care Facilities. On September 28, CMS issued a final rule updating the requirements for long-term care facilities to reflect current practice standards of person-centered care, provide added flexibility for providers, and improve resident safety and quality of life. After the first comprehensive review since 1991, CMS now requires a comprehensive, data-driven quality assurance and performance improvement (QAPI) program, an infection prevention and control program (IPCP), and a compliance and ethics program at all Medicare-certified skilled nursing facilities and Medicaid-certified nursing facilities. In a change from the proposed rule, CMS withdrew its requirement for a physician or non-physician practitioner to conduct a medical evaluation before all non-emergency resident transfers. Of note for rural providers, the rule updates the subset of provisions applicable to swing beds at CAHs and PPS hospitals. Changes in this rule will be phased in over three years beginning November 28. 

Resources, Learning Events and Technical Assistance

Trends in Rural Children’s Access to Care – Thursday, October 13 at 1:00 pm ET. Jan Probst, PhD, Professor, University of South Carolina, and Director of the South Carolina Rural Health Research Center will present findings from a study based on the National Surveys of Children’s Health. For many groups of rural children, access to care rose between 2003 and 2007, but dipped slightly in 2011-2012.

Culturally-Appropriate Care for Transgender Patients – Monday, October 17 at 1:00 pm ET.  Space is limited for this 90 minute webinar hosted by HRSA’s Region 9 Office.  Healthcare providers, public health officials, and advocates wanting to improve competency in serving the needs 

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy Announcements
October 13, 2016

of trans patients will better understand the special obstacles faced, opportunities to improve cultural competency, and best practices to integrate trans-friendly care into the primary care setting. For more information, please contact Valerie Gallo at 415-437-8095  or vgallo@hrsa.gov. Read more about the challenges to transgender care in rural areas at the Rural Health Information Hub.

Physician Compare Information Session – Tuesday, October 18 at 11:00 am ET.  CMS offers five programs, all voluntary, that provide incentive to improve the quality of care for people with Medicare.  If a health care professional or group practice participates in one or more of these programs, the Physician Compare database includes a green check mark on the profile page. CMS will host two one-hour webinars, the first on Tuesday, October 11 and the second on Thursday, October 20 at 3:00 pm ET.  Each webinar will offer stakeholders an opportunity to ask questions about public reporting on Physician Compare and this year's preview period.

NHSC Job Fair – Tuesday, October 18 from 6:45 pm – 10:15 pm ET.  To continue the celebration of Corps Community Month, the National Health Service Corps will hold an online job fair at which clinicians can hear presentations from NHSC-approved sites with vacancies and ask questions about the job and benefits package, clinical environment, populations served and local community. A typical NHSC Virtual Job Fair has representatives from 30 to 40 sites with as many as 190 job openings for primary care medical, dental and mental/behavioral health disciplines in underserved areas. After the NHSC Virtual Job Fair, each site’s information, job openings and contact information is provided to participants. 

Resource of the Week

The Rural Health IT Workforce Program Curriculum Resources pages are now live on the Rural Health Information Hub. From 2013-2016, 15 Rural Health IT Workforce grantees were supported by FORHP to focus on activities related to the recruitment, education, training, and retention of health IT specialists. To help other communities adopt best practices, this section of RHIhub offers a complete inventory of curriculum resources, including detailed course descriptions and training materials. The resources can be used as examples for rural and rural serving communities, vocation, and technical colleges that wish to offer similar trainings in their educational institutions. 

Approaching Deadlines

Comment on PTAC’s Payment Model Guidance  – October 14

New Essential Community Provider Petition – October 15

**EXTENDED: NHSC Students to Service Loan Repayment – October 20

Comment on State Innovation Model Initiative (SIM) – October 28

Comment on COPD National Action Plan – October 28

Accountable Health Communities Model – November 3

Healthy Places for Healthy People – November 6

Nursing Workforce Diversity Program – November 14

Nurse Faculty Loan Repayment Program – November 14

Delta Health Care Services Grant Program – November 14
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RWJF Health Policy Fellowship – November 15
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