
 

 
 

  

 

 

   

   

 

 

    
 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

CHAIRPERSON 
Tony Vartan 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Jenny Bayardo 

ADDRESS 
P.O. Box 997413 
Sacramento, CA 

95899-7413 

PHONE 
(916) 701-8211 

FAX 
(916) 319-8030 

MS 2706 

June 9, 2026 

The Honorable Ash Kalra, Chair 

Assembly Judiciary Committee 

1020 N Street, Suite 104 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: Opposition to SB 1016 – Community Assistance, Recovery, and 
Empowerment (CARE) Court Program and court-ordered evaluations. 

Dear Assemblymember Kalra: 

On behalf of the California Behavioral Health Planning Council (CBHPC), I 
am writing to express our opposition to Senate Bill (SB) 1016 
(Blakespear). 

As California’s behavioral health planning council mandated in Public Law 
102-321 to exist, we have a responsibility to advocate for persons with 
lived experience of serious mental illness. We also serve as an advisory 
body to the Department of Health Care Services and the Legislature on 
Behavioral Health policies and priorities, as outlined in Welfare and 
Institutions Code §§ 5771 and 5772. Our diverse membership includes 
individuals with lived experience of serious mental illness and substance 
use disorders, family members, parents of children with serious emotional 
disturbances, service providers, professionals, and representatives from 
state departments whose work intersects with California’s behavioral 
health system. These perspectives inform and shape our policy 
recommendations.  

SB 1016 would, among other things, authorize a petitioner of a 
Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) Act petition 
to request that the court order a mental health evaluation under the 
Lanterman-Petris-Short (LPS) Act if the petitioner believes that the person 
may not be willing or able to participate in the CARE process and a CARE 
plan or CARE agreement due to the severity of their mental disorder or 
lack of insight into their mental disorder. 
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