STATE OF CALIFORNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governar

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES
714/744 P STREET
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814

(916) 445-1912 April 26, 1982

To: All County Welfare Directors Tetter No. 82-21

REGULATION AND AID CODE CHANGES AFFECTING CHILDREN RELINQUISHED FOR ADOPTION
OR IN FOSTER CARE

Attached is a copy of regulations which were filed and became effective
March 24, 1982. A brief description of the changes along with instructions
for implementation appears below.

These regulations implement AB 2749 (Chapter 1166, Statutes of 1980} which
changes the basic criteria for AFDC eligibility based on placement in foster
care or relinquishment for adoption. The new criteria for AFDC eligibility
based on placement in foster care or relinquishment for adoption established
in AB 2749 are much more extensive than the former requirements. It is not
necessary for the Medi-Cal program to use the same eligibility criteria for
children in foster care or relinquished for adoption.

Federal Medicaid regulations specify that the State may provide Medicaid
benefits to children who are not living with a relative under a special
categorically needy group. The regulations identifying this group do not
require that these children meet all the AFDC criteria. Under this category,
we currently cover all children living in out-of-home care or with non-
relatives who did not meet all of the current AFDC linkage criteria.
Eliminating the requirement that children in foster care or relinguished for
adoption meet all the AFDC linkage criteria will make our treatment of Cthess
children consistent with cur treatment of other children living away from
their parent's home. It will alsc eliminate unneeded administrative time
and cost and make the eligibility determination for these children much
easier and cleaner., These children will therefore, now be provided

Medi-Cal coverage as Medically Indigent children rather than as AFDC linked
Medically Needy persens. The new regulations thus specify that:

1. Children in foster care, and children who have been relinguished for
adoption who do not want a cash grant or are not eligible for one,
do not have to meet all the AFDC cash grant eligibility criteria
before they can get Medi-Cal coverage to which they are entitled.

2. Linkage to AFDC based on relingquishment for adeption or pracement
in foster care is eliminated.

3. The definition of Medically Indigent includes all children not eligible
as AFDC-MN because they are not living with a relative.

With this change in regulations, the children will be eligible for Medi-Cal
as Medically Indigent children, rather than as AFDC-MN. The appropriate
aid code is 82 or 83, instead of 44 or 47. Impact on county costs should be
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CORTINUATIOR SHEET
FOR FILIKG ADMIKISTRATIYE REGULATICKS
WITH TRE SEGRETARY OF STATE
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(1 imend Secticn 30203 to read:

30205 Linkage to 4&AFDC :
() 1Linkage to AFDC exists 1if a child is living with 2z relative

zné deprived of parentzl support o1 care;-;:OVéééng~the—:onéitfcns
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£e¢3(b) A child whoe is linked under more than one of the sections

liszed in (2) shall have eligibility determined on the basis of the

section listed first except that (z) €33 (2) shall not be used if

n the hore does
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there is absent parent deprivation and the parent

not have g spouse in the home.

£23{¢) 211 fzmilv member: living Iin the home, axcept those
jchildren excludec from the MPBU in accordence witn Efzcsicon 50381
f
ismeill e cemnsideraed inm determining whether i1inkages 1o &AT2DC =2xists



CORTINUATION SHEET
FOR FILIKG ACMIRISTRATIYE REGULATIORS
WITH THE SECRETARY CF STATE

A
(Porewznt te Sovermment Code Secrion TIIRI T

OO NOT wWRITIZ 11k THIS SPACE

NOTZ futhorioy cizad Secticns 10723 & 1212403, wWelfzte and
Tastituztilcons Coce :
Referencse: Sections L1L4005.4& 14005,7, 14051 & 14032, Welfare znd
Instituctions Code
(2) Repeal Secticn 50207.
NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 10725, 14124.,5, Welfare aznd
Institutiens Code.
Reference: Sections 14005.4, 14005.7, 14051, 14052, Welfare and
Institutions Code.
(2) Repezl Section 50216.5. -
NOTE Luthortity cited: Sections 10725 & 14124.5, Welfare and
Institutions Code.
Reference Sections L14005.4, 14003.7, 14031 & 14032, Welfare zand
Institutions Code.
1
"
(&) Amend Secticn 50251 (z2),(b) zand (c) to rezd
{a) & parson's e2ligitilicy shell be dazitermingd. uncder_the
Medicellv Indigent srogram 1T that perscn 1s uvncar £5 wveare ¢f
zge zndé any o ihe followimng:
(1) A persen who cannot meet the eligibility requirements es
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PA eor QOther PA recipilemt, an MN person, or an MN family member.

(2 A person who is mnot an MN family member-decause of the
exclusion of 2 child from the MFBU.

(3) . A-child who is not living with & parent or relative and
for whom 2 public agency is assuming financial responsibility in
whole or in patt.

(4) A ¢hild receiving assistance under Aid for Adoption of
Child-en

{33 A child who i1s not elizible as &gn AFDC MN pszTson beczuse
the ¢nilé is nor livine with a relactive.
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COHRTIKUATION SAHEET
FOR FILING ADMIRISTRATIVE REGULATIOKS
WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE

{Pursuant ta Gevernment Cooe Section Y13E0.1)
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L persen under 21 yezrs of a2ge who cen qualifvy 2s an MN

blind ot diszsbled person but chocses to a2pply as an MI person. The
choice may be mazde by 2 person acting on behzlf of the person under

21 years of age. .

]

t63(7) ©Not yet determined eligible for Medi-Czl zs a PA or
Cther PA reciplent or as an MN person because of a pending %pplica—
tion bzsed on blindness or diéability and blindness or disabiliéf‘
hzs not vet been determined. -

(b) Iz order to be eligible under this program, the persons
listed im (&2)(1), (2)(5), (6) z2nd ¢€2(7) shzll meet the property,

citizeniship, rTesidence, institutional status and cocperaticn re-

cuirements speciiled in these regulations.

{(e) In cxréer tc be ceriified and receive 2 Medi-Zal card
ender this progran., Tne peTscms Listed in {a){1) 2, (30, (&2
znd %3 (7)) snhzall be determined eligible and meet the income and
share of cost Tegulrements specified in these regulations

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 10725 & 14124.5, Welfare and
Institutions Code.
Reference: Sections 14005.4 & 14052, Welfzre and Institutions Code.
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COST STATEMENT:

There are no added costs or savings to local, state, or Federsl
governments or to small businesses.
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