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(SMHS) changes to Enrollment 
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Provider Enrollment Division

August 25, 2020



• The Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) provides Specialty 
Mental Health Services (SMHS) through a 1915(b) waiver. According to 
the approved waiver, DHCS employs the Prepaid Inpatient Health Plan 
(PIHP) model as the delivery system for SMHS. 

• Title 42, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Section 438.2 defines a 
PIHP as a managed care entity making it subject to the rules contained 
in Title 42, Part 438

• Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ (CMS) Medicaid and 
Children’s Health Insurance Program Managed Care Final Rule CMS-
2390-F, dated May 6, 2016.

• 21st Century Cures Act (Cures Act), dated December 13, 2016. 
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Legal Authority



• Currently, individual staff and facility providers are not required to enroll in Fee-
For-Service Medi-Cal.

• However, with the implementation of the Cures Act, 42 CFR, Section 438.602(b) 
now requires states to screen, enroll, and periodically revalidate, all network 
providers of managed care organizations, prepaid inpatient health plans, and 
prepaid ambulatory health plans, aligning them with the Fee-For-Service (FFS) 
enrollment requirements. This includes Mental Health Plan (MHP) network 
providers.

• Title 42 of the CFR, Part 455, Subparts B and E set forth the disclosure, provider 
screening and enrollment requirements for FFS Medi-Cal providers.  

• These requirements must be adhered to by managed care plan network providers 
if that provider is a provider type enrolled by the FFS Medi-Cal program. This 
includes Mental Health Plans. 

• The Medicaid Provider Enrollment Compendium (MPEC) dated July 24, 2018, 
clarified that only managed care plan providers that can enroll in FFS Medi-Cal 
are required to enroll. 
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Enrollment Requirement
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Updated PFU Form
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Updated PFU Form



• The CHHS Open Data Portal allows you to enter the 
name of any provider to check to see if they are 
enrolled and it will allow you to view their effective 
date of enrollment. The information on Open Data 
Portal is updated monthly. 

• If the provider is enrolled no additional action is 
required by you. However, if the provider is  not 
enrolled and is a provider type required to be enrolled 
you are required to submit an application in PAVE.

8/25/2020 6

Open Data Portal 
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Open Data Portal 
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Searching Open Data Portal 



Eligible for Medi-Cal FFS

Individual Providers
• Certified Pediatric/Family Nurse Practitioner 

• Licensed Clinical Social Worker (Licensed Clinical 
Specialist, Licensed Counselor)

• Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 
(Licensed Clinical Specialist, Marriage and Family 
Counselor) 

• Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor 
(Licensed Professional Counselor)

• Nurse Practitioner

• Occupational Therapist

• Physician (MD)

• Osteopath (DO)

• Physician Assistant

• Psychologist

• Registered Pharmacist/Pharmacist 

• Speech Therapist
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• Psychiatric Hospital (CDPH)

• General Hospital (CDPH)

• Psychiatric Health Facility 
(PHF)(CDPH)

• Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF)/Special 
Treatment Programs (STP)(CDPH)

• Outpatient Clinic (CDPH)

• Mixed Practice Specialty (CDPH)

• Mental Health Rehabilitation Center 
(MHRC) (CDPH)

• Federally Qualified Health Centers 
(FQHC) (CDPH or PED)

• Rural Health Clinic (CDPH or PED)

• County Owned and Operated Exempt 
from Licensure clinics

• Social Rehab Facilities/Centers that 
also operate as Drug Medi-Cal (PED)

Entity Providers



Not Eligible for Medi-Cal FFS

Individual Providers
• Associate Marriage and Family Therapist (interns)

• Associate Professional Clinical Counselor (interns)

• Associate Clinical Social Worker (interns)

• Psychiatric Technician

• Associate Clinical Social Worker

• Speech-Language Pathology Assistant

• Vocational Nurse

• Behavior Analyst

• Counselor Intern

• Clinical Nurse Specialist 

• Clinical Specialist

• Licensed Educational Psychologist

• Psychologist Associate (intern)

• Residential Program Services

• Registered Vocational Nurse

• Speech Pathologist Assistant (intern)
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Entity Providers

• Case Management Agency

• Day Care Center

• Family Day Home

• Community Treatment 

Facility

• Group Home

• Home Finding Agency

• Small/Large Family Home

• Preschool Center

• Sheltered Workshop

• Special Service Center 



THANK YOU!

• You may submit any additional comments or questions 

to DHCSPEDSTAKEHOLDER@dhcs.ca.gov. 

• We will publish your questions and our responses on 

the PED stakeholder page. 
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Contact Information
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