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DHCS 14-002 
4/29/15 

Title 22. Social Security 

Division 5. Licensing and Certification of Health Facilities, Home Health Agencies, 
Clinics, and Referral Agencies 

Chapter 3. Skilled Nursing Facilities 

Article 4. Optional Services 

(1) Amend Section 72443 to read: 

§ 72443. Special Treatment Program Service Unit -General. 

Note: There are no changes to Section 72443(a) through 72443(b). 

(c) The facility shall not accept for care any mentally disordered patient who has an 

identified program need unless the Department of Mental Health Care Services has 

approved the facility's specific special treatment plan. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 20, 208(a) and 1275, Health and Safety Code: and 
Sections 10725, 14124.5 and 14700, Welfare and Institutions Code. Reference: Section 
1276, Health and Safety Code; and Sections 5909 and 14700, Welfare and Institutions 
Code.
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(2) Amend Section 72449 to read: 

§ 72449. Special Treatment Program Service Unit -Program Approval. 

(a) Annually the facility shall submit to the Department of Mental Healthcare Services 

a written description of its Special Treatment Program which shall meet all of the 

requirements of Section 72461. The facility shall also specify any alternate requirements 

needed to implement a special program, and shall submit other documents requested 

by the Department of Mental Health Care Services. 

Note: There are no changes to Section 72449(b). 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 20, 208(a) and 1275, Health and Safety Code; and 
Sections 10725, 14124.5 and 14700, Welfare and Institutions Code. Reference: Section 
1276, Health and Safety Code; and Sections 5909 and 14700, Welfare and Institutions 
Code.
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(3) Amend Section 72467 to read: 

§ 72467. Special Treatment Program Service Unit - Program Director. 

(a) The facility shall have a program director who has been approved by the 

Department of Mental Health Care Services. The program director shall not be the 

director of nursing services, charge nurse or facility administrator. 

(b) The program director shall have at least two years of experience or training in a 

mental health setting, one year of which shall include experience or training in program 

development for mentally disordered. 

Note: There are no changes to Section 72467(c). 

(d) The program director shall be one of the following: 

Note: There are no changes to Section 72467(d)(1) through 72467(d)(11). 

(12) Any other related discipline approved by the Department of Mental Health Care 

Services. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 20, 1275 and 131200, Health and Safety Code; and 
Sections 10725 and 14124.5 14700, Welfare and Institutions Code. Reference: 
Sections 1276, 131050, 131051 and 131052, Health and Safety Code; and Sections 
5909 and 14700, Welfare and Institutions Code.
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