STATE OF CALIFORNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY GEORGE DEUKMEIIAN, Gowerner

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES

TUd, 744 P STREET
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814

February 6, 19g4

To: All County Welfare Directors Letter No. 84-3
NEW COUNTERFEIT-RESISTANT SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER {SSN) CARD

The purpose of this letter is to inform vou about Public Law 98— -21, which
reguired the Social Security Administration (SSa) to produce a new counter-
feit-resistant SSN card. S5A began issuing the new card on October 31, l983.

Because of the security requirements for the card, its appearance is very
different from the card currently being issued. It will be the same size,
but the freont of the entire form (card and stub) will have a marblelized
light blue tint with the words “Social Security" in white. The entire Lorm
will contain small multicolored discs. ' Cffset and intaglic printing (raised
letters with a design engraved beneath the surface) will be used and the
card will be issued on banknote paper. The back of the card will contain a
registration number which is assigned to each individual. This registration
number has no relationship to the assigned S5A account number. {See
Attachment.)

if an individual, or _a member of the individual's family, qlfeady has an 88K
card with his/her correct name, he/she should not apply for a new card. The
~ola SSh cards are still wvalig.

Individuals who need a replacement card because they have changed their nama,
or individuals reguesting an original or duplicate card, will he issued the
new counterfeit-resistant SSN card.

The sSsS2 has alsc informed the Department of Health Services (DHS) that counties
continue to accept altered SSW cards as vaiid via the sight verification
procedure rather than guestion their wvalidity, Some of the examples given
were: cards containing numbers and names that had been changed p51ng correctlon

T

£fluid or typed—over numbers and names, It is lmperatlve that counties view
cards carefully for clues that the card is fraudulent. It is much more cost
—.&ffective to discover fraud at intake rather than Vla thE SSN validation System i

after ellglblllty ‘has béen estzbiished.™ g
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Should you have any questions regarding the new counterieit-resistant SSN
card, pleass contact Connie Farmer of my staff at (916) 445-1912.

Sincerely,

Original signed by

Caroline Cabias, Chief
Medi-Cal Eligibility Branch

Attachment

cc: Medi-Cal Liaisons
Medi-Cal Program Consultants



YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY CARD

. Detach the card below and sign it in ink immediately.
Carry itin your purse or waliet. -

This card is invalid if laminated.

& This cardis invalid if nol signed by the number holder unless
; health or 2pe prevents signature.,

Improper use of this card and/or nember by the number holder
Or any olner person is punishable by fine, irnprisonment of both.

& This ca1d 15Wﬁ_ﬂy_of:_hc;mam:mm inisteation and
MUt be rellirned upon fequesl. If found, return fo- -
SSA—PO Box 17087
Baltimore, MD 21203
4 ATTN: FOUND 85N CARD (Return pestage guaranieed) Ig}dividual registration

Depsrtment of Heslth and Hueman Services number
Sociz? Security Administration
Form OA-702 { 1023 )
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