
 

 
 

  

 

    

  

     

 

 

   

 

 

 
    

 
 

  
  

  

 
  

 
 

    
  

 
       

   
  

 
 

   
 

  
   

   

 
  

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

CHAIRPERSON 
Tony Vartan 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Jenny Bayardo 

ADDRESS 
P.O. Box 997413 
Sacramento, CA 

95899-7413 

PHONE 
(916) 701-8211 

FAX 
(916) 319-8030 

MS 2706 

June 24, 2026 

The Honorable Mia Bonta, Chair 

Assembly Health Committee 

1020 N Street, Suite 390 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: Opposition to SB 490 – Alcohol and drug programs. 

Dear Assemblymember Bonta: 

On behalf of the California Behavioral Health Planning Council (CBHPC), I 
am writing to express our opposition to Senate Bill (SB) 490 (Umberg). 

Public Law 102-321 requires the California Behavioral Health Planning 
Council to advocate for people with lived experience of serious mental 
illness. Under Welfare and Institutions Code §§ 5771 and 5772, we also 
advise the Department of Health Care Services and the Legislature on 
behavioral health policies and priorities. Our members include people with 
lived experience, family members, parents of children with serious 
emotional disturbances, service providers, professionals, and 
representatives from state departments. Their perspectives help shape 
our recommendations. 

SB 490 intends to establish timelines for the Department of Health Care 
Services (DHCS) to investigate allegations of treatment being provided 
within unlicensed recovery residences or sober living homes. It would also 
authorize DHCS to approve counties that elect to administer the Drug 
Medi-Cal Organized Delivery System (DMC-ODS) to conduct site visits 
and enforce compliance with existing state licensing requirements should 
DHCS not be able to meet the timelines. Although we recognize the well-
intentioned purpose behind the bill, we remain deeply concerned about 
the potential implications it may have on counties. 

While the bill emphasizes the responsibility of the Department of Health 
Care Services (DHCS) to investigate allegations, the compressed 
timelines could limit the Department’s capacity to thoroughly complete 
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