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Questions and Answers 

 
State Plan Amendment (SPA) 23-0037 – Add Licensed Professional Clinic 
Counselor (LPCC) as a Billable Practitioner for Federally Qualified Health Centers 
(FQHCs), Rural Health Clinics (RHCs), and Tribal FQHCs   

1. Question: Can LPCCs that are licensed in another state provide services at Tribal 
Health Programs (THPs)? 
 
DHCS Response: LPCCs that are licensed in another state may provide 
services at THPs, including at Indian Health Service-Memorandum of Agreement 
(IHS-MOA) and Tribal FQHC clinics, per CA Business and Professions Code 
719. The LPCC must enroll in Medi-Cal as an Ordering, Referring, and 
Prescribing (ORP) provider through DHCS’ Provider Application and Validation 
for Enrollment (PAVE) portal. For Managed Care, the provider must be 
credentialed by the Managed Care Plan. 

SPA 23-0043 – Pharmacy Invoice Price Payment   
 

2. Question: Can the Department clarify how SPA 23-0043 affects Tribal Health 
Programs? 
 
DHCS Response: For THPs with a Medi-Cal enrolled retail pharmacy, payment 
for covered outpatient drugs dispensed by THP pharmacies will be reimbursed at 
the Actual Acquisition Cost (based on the invoice price paid by the provider to a 
supplier, wholesaler, or manufacturer), plus a professional dispensing fee, when 
approved CMS benchmarks are unavailable. This will ensure Medi-Cal member’s 
access to covered outpatient drugs and payment to providers. For more 
information, please see the Tribal Notice for SPA 23-0043. 
  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fleginfo.legislature.ca.gov%2Ffaces%2Fcodes_displaySection.xhtml%3FsectionNum%3D719.%26nodeTreePath%3D4.1.13%26lawCode%3DBPC&data=05%7C01%7CVickshna.Anand%40dhcs.ca.gov%7C5f722997967d49ce231108dbf1c4a028%7C265c2dcd2a6e43aab2e826421a8c8526%7C0%7C0%7C638369599022604984%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s0p0Cer2oejLoloPrl6kTdyEamNV1ft7Zb6l7w0dBQs%3D&reserved=0
https://pave.dhcs.ca.gov/sso/login.do?
https://pave.dhcs.ca.gov/sso/login.do?
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Documents/SPA-23-0043-Tribal-Notice.pdf

