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To: A}l Courty Welfare Directors Ietter No. 79-19
MEDI-CAL COVERAGE QI ABORTIONS

The 1979-30 Budget Act limits Medi-Cal funding for abortions performed
after August 15, 1979.

A Medi-Cal vrovider bulletin is heing released in the immediate future
outlining the circumstances under which Medi-Cal will pay for abortions.

In the interim, provider inquiries should be referred to the local Medi-Cal
field office. Please refer to Attachment A for a listing of these offices.
Baneficiaries requesting information on abortion coverage should be informed
of the circumstances under which Medi-Cal will pay for abortions (see Attach-
ment B) and advised to contact their physicians if they have additional
questions.

As these new limitations represent a reduction in benefits, it is necessary
to provide all current eligibles with Notices of Action. Attached is a
copy of the stuffer notice (Attachment C) which will be distributed to bene-
ficiaries with the August Medi-Cal cards, produced via the CID system.
Parsons enrolled in prepaid health plans will also receive a copy of the
attached notice.

The county welfare departments shall provide a copy of this Notice of
Action to any beneficiary to whom the county issues a Medi-Cal card for
the month of August. A supply of the notice will be mailed to each
county with the August "Transaction Code 5" Medi-Cal cards. Additional
supplies may be ordered through the Demartment's warehouse. As there is
no form number on the stuffer, the supply requisition (HAS 1390) should
indicate that the "ABORTION STUFFER NOTICE OF ACTION" is being requested.

The Budget Act restrictions do not aiffect a child's right to apply for
minor consenl services under California Administrative Code, Title 22,
Section 50147.1. It also does not affect a woman's right to obtain an
abortion. 'The new law only limits the Medi-Cal funding of abortions.







Attachment A

MEDI-CAL FIELD SERVICES OFFICES

Medi~Cal Field Office - Fresno
3374 East Shields Avenue
Fresno, CA 93726

(209) 488-5614

Medi-Cal Field Office - Modesto
1700 McHenry Avenue

68 McHenry Village

Modesta, CA 95350

(209) 526-9404

Medi-Cel Field Office - Sacramento
2424 Arden Way

Building D, Suite 100

Sacramento, CA 95825

(916) 920-686&5

Medi-Cal Field Office - Santa Barbara
3704 State Street

Santa Barbara, CA 93105

(805) 682-2452

Medi-Cal Field Office - San Diego
6153 Fairmont Avenue

San Diego, CA 92120

(714) 237-7431

Medi-Cal Field Office - San Jose
11) North Market Street

San Jose, CA 95113

(408) 277-1751

Medi-Cal Field Office - Los Angeles
107 South Broadway

Los Angeles, CA 90012

(213) 620-4945

Medi-Cal Field Office - Redding
2400 Washington Boulevard

Suite 220

Redding, CA 96001

(916) 246-6234

Medi~Cal Field Office - San Francisco
100 Mission Street

9th Floor

San Francisco, CA 94105

(415) 557-2770

Medi-Cal Field Office - San Bernardino
606 East Mill Street

San Bernardino, CA 92408

(714) 383-4192

Medi-~-Cal Field Office - Oakland
508 16th Street, Room 515
Oakland, CA 94621

(415) 464- 1388

Medi-Cal Field Office - Santa Rosa
2800 Cleveland Avenue, Suite 9
Santa Rosa, CA 95401

(707) 542-6344



Attachment B

CHANGES IN MEDI-CAL FUNDED ABORTIONS

As a result of the 1979-80 Budget Act, the circumstances under which Medi-Cal
will pay for an abortion after August 15, 1979 are severely restricted.

Under previous policy, the Medi-Cal program covered all abortions regardless
of the medical basis for the procedure. Effective August 16, 1979 Medi--Cal
will fund only those abortions which end pregnancies endangering the woman's
life or health, or are likely to result in the birth of an abnormal child, or

which result from rape, unlawful intercourse, or incest.

The exact conditions

and circumstances are:

1.

2.

The life of the pregnant woman would be endangered if the fetus were
carried to full term.

The pregnancy is ectopie.

The pregnancy results from an act of forcible rape punishable under
Section 261 of the Penal Code, provided:

a. the act has been reported within 60 days to an appropriate law
enforcement agency or a public health agency which further reported
the act to an appropriate law enforcement agency within three
working days.

b. The abortion occurs no later than the first trimester.

The pregnancy results from an act of incest punishable under Section
285 of the Penal Code, provided:

a. The act has been reported to an appropriate law enforcement agency
or a public health agency which further reported the act to an
appropriate law enforcement agency within three working days.

b. The abortion occurs no later than the second trimester.

The pregnancy results from an act of unlawful sexual intercourse punish-
able under Section 261.5 of the Penal Code, and the pregnant woman is
und2r 18 years of age at the time of the abortion, provided:

a. The pregnant woman's parent or guardian, or if none, an adult of the
pregnant woman's choice is notified at least five days prior to the
abortion by the physician who performs the abortion. Approval of
the person notified 1s not required as a condition of coverage.

b. HNotification shall include the name of the pregnant woman, the fact
that an abortion is to be performed and the fact that consent of
the person notified is not required.

¢. The pregnant woman is informed that such notification is a condi-
tion of coverage for abortion services.



d. The pregnant woman consents to the report.
e. The abortion is performed no later than the first trimester.

6. It is determined by prenatal studies limited to amniocentesis, fetal
blood sampling, fetal angiography, ultrasound, x-ray, or maternal blood
exanmination that the pregnant woman is likely to give birth to a child
with a major or severe genetic or congenital abnormality due to the pre-
sence of chromosomal abnormalities, neural tube defects, biochemical
disecases, hemoglobinopathies, sex-linked diseases, or infectious pro-

cesnesS,

7 It is certified under penalty of perjury by two physicians, one of whom,
where practicable, is a specialist in the affected medical discipline
that if the pregnancy were carried to term, severe and long-lasting
physical health damage to the pregnant woman would result on account of

conditions such as:

Toxemia High Blood Pressure with
Renal Complications

Renal Failure
High Blood Pressure with

Unilateral Kidney Previous Cardio-Vascular
Accident

Addisons Disease
Congestive Cardiac Failure

Severe Neuromuscular Disorder

DEFINITIONS

Ectopic: the development of a fertilized ovum outside of the uterus.

——

Appropriate law enforcement agency: an agency charged under applicable law
with enforcement of the general penal statutes of the United States or of

any stabe or local jurisdiction.

Public Health Agency: a governmental agency which provides health or medical
services,except that agencies whose principal function is the performance of abor-
tions are excluded from this definition; or a rural health clinic.

Trimester: a period or term of three months.




) Attachment C

AEDI-CAL NOTICH QF ACTION - REDUCTION IN BENEFITS

Mcodr Cal users are hercby infermed that efiactive August 16, 1972 the ahortion, that Madi-Cal can pay for will be
sharply reduced under a now Staie lav Basically, after Auqust 15, Lied .Cal vl tund only those aportuions which end
pregasancits that are eclojne  endangar tha vwoman's e o health, are o'y 10 resudt 1n ihe birth of an abnormal
Shuld, o which esutt from rape, unlawlul intercourse orincest {The ©saut condiions are hsied below )

i you 2r. dhnicd Paedh Cal coverz~e for an abornan kot vou thirk shou'd be convered undee this lav yon have the
right 10 ¢ speal the demal by requesung a heanng Snouldd you request a heanng nech Cal cannol poy tor ih® aboruon
unul after e beanny, and then onby if the C2cision 1s i vour fuvor To request a hearing wite to the Qifice of the
Chaof Releree, 744 P Steeet, Sacrasnento, CA 95514 or col) B0D-952-5243 {101l free) vathin one year of the deniat

AUORTIONS | )IJDED BY LEDI-CAL AFTER AUGUST 15, 1979

*Where pregnancy endarsers The woman's ife *When the pregnancy 15 eciome *Where two doctors hove ceruled
thot the woman wouid sufier severe and long lasuing physical harn if the pregnancy v 2re not terminatea *Where
certain mechical 1esis showe the cnidd would have 3 maor or severz genel'c wr conaenital abnormrality  ° Through the
whitd manth ol pregnancies 1csutiing from forcivte rep 2 which was neyoned sithun 60 days to police or public health
agriiey whith reporied it e police *Thraugh :he thad month of praenancics resulting from untawfu! intercourse,
whre the woman s under 18 cud her parent or Guardian 1s nov‘ies! §ve aasys bafore the 2borunn * Through the sixth
manth of pregnancies resulling from incest roporten v police or pLLt ¢ health agency which reporied 1t to police,

This does not linut your nght 1o have an abertian, it only imns the auortons that can be paid for by Mech Cal
Departmicnt of Health Services

NOVICIA DE ACCION DE MEDL-CAL — REDUCCION DE BENEFICIOS

L.os conwumudoses de Medh Cal <on por 1o preseate mformados Gee ciecteo Agosto 18 1979, los abortes que Medr Cal
pucdd pugar seeln rorducide s wawliraenie bao Le auma ley cel Esix'o Casncamentu, despuds, de Agosio 15, tiedi-Cat
proccérs fondos solaente 3 aqueitos aLorLOs Gut ferrminardn embarezo., aqu? sLan Eczf.-mco:' pomiLnio L-n'nr-l.qm la
vida o la salud de 1a mujar, o provat:e: ente resulte en el nacimuenio de yn NiIdQ anormal o'que resulle de viotacidn
sexudlronte, releciones seudies o incestus ilicnios {Las condicianes exactys ¢stdn hstadas abajo )

1 a usted le es nrqada fa cotertuza de Meds Cal por un aborto gue usted miense o

» € gar Ui e se tebe ser cubierto bajo estaley, usted
tiene el dcle-'.!w tie apelar la negactdn solicnznda una wudiencia Si ustedd soleitd una audiencia, Mid- Cal ng'p;m.’l
pagar por ¢l ghorto hasta dosndes d2 13 audiencie, v enfonces solamonie s11a aec-sidn osia en su favor Fara sohicitar
unp ondentya cscniba a la Ofiina der Jefe de Arlntios tQfhice of Cheef Heferee) 744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
o liame al ndmero yratuito £00-952 5263 deatro e un anio de 12 negacdn, B :

. ABORTOS FROVLIDOS POR MEDI-CAL DESPULS DE AGOSTO 15, 1979

Junde el embzrazo pone en pahigro la vido de la miuper * I3 ' .

Hagan corlRao. cue 13 MuLdr S it Seri polme s B ol S e e e pondE dos madices
l.: umt‘ncs_nn thcoslrl-wnur_-sm.n que 2t mna weaeea una abnormaludynd nrase orndLico severo, o cur;gén'to 'Dur1rlu &
tarcer Mg dal CIrUd a0 nosullendo de violatién forzacia 1a cual fue 1unortiud ueniro de G0 afas aia nohrra‘o a Ia'l
agenc ia de salud ponslica 1a Cusl repor1o 3 1a policia *Durante b wicer mes del embara2o resullando de relaciones
scaualos lfeitas, donde lz muier ¢5°a bayo 18 afias ;¢ sus padees 0 Guardidn sea nouitizacos cinca dias antes del ehorto,

*Owrante o sev o nws del emlhigraz
© resultando Je incesios rel 3 bt N
wal 1eiort 1 e v ncesios rejatadgos a la paoticda o a la azencia de salud publica la

E410 no inuta su derecho a tener un aborto, solo himita tos aborios que puedan sar pagados por Med: Cal.
Departamento de Salud de Servicios

PRAK 790 357 2N





