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All County Data Processing Officers

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE RESPONSIBLE RELATIVE AND MEDI-CAL FAMILY BUDGET
UNIT (MFBU) REGULATIONS

AB 1251, which became law January 1, 1980, makes parents responsible for
the health care costs of their children up to the age of 21, if the children
are living with their parents. AB 381, which also _became..law January 1,
1980, makes one-half of the income of a stepparent legally available to his/
her stepchildren. In order to implement these laws, it is necessary to re­
vise the responsible relative Medi-Cal Family Budget Unit (MFBU) and treatment
of income regulations. It is also necessary to revise Medi-Cal regulations
to comply with federal requirements that aged, blind and disabled couples be
treated separately six months after one enters LTC; and that persons whose
income and property are used in the share-of-cost computation must have their
incurred medical costs counted toward meeting that share of cost. The final
group of regulation changes in this package establishes verification require­
ments found necessary as a result of a pilot project in Los Angeles. It is
anticipated that all of these regulations will become effective in the latter
part of 1980.

In general the proposed regulation changes will make the following changes:

1. Parents will bo responsible for the health care costs of their unmarried
children until the children are 21, if the children are living at home
and were not previously married.

This is true whether or not the children have children of their own.
Minor unmarried parents living in the home of their parents must be
included in their parents’ MFBU if they wish to receive a Medi-Cal
card. They will be considered ineligible members of a second MFBU —
the one that includes the minor unmarried parents’ children. The
only exceptions to this expanded parental responsibility provision
are children who want minor consent services only, and blind or dis­
abled 18 to 21 year olds who are not in school or training.
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2. Only children with income or property of their own, or members of step­
parent units, may be excluded from a family's MFBU. All other family
members living in the home must be included, whether or not they are
eligible for or wish to receive Medi-Cal. Ineligible members of the MFBU
will be so labelled and will be included in the MFBU determination.
Their health care costs may be listed on the MC 177S and used to meet the
share of cost. Currently, ineligible members of a family are treated as
excluded persons.

Aged, blind or disabled couples will remain in the same case for six months
after one of them enters LTC. If only one member of the couple is aged,
blind or disabled, the couple will be separated the month following entry
to LTC. Currently, any couple is separated the month after one member
goes into LTC.

A. Income considered available from the stepparent to the stepchildren, when
only the children of one parent are applying for Medi-Cal, will be the
greater of either the stepparent contribution or one-half of the step­
parent’s net income. Currently, only the stepparent contribution is
counted.

5. Identity and place of residence must be verified prior to determination of
Medi-Cal eligibility and income in kind must be verified by a statement from
the provider.

The proposed regulations, which are enclosed, were developed with the help
of CWDA Medical Care Committee representatives from Orange, San Diego and
Los Angeles Counties. Over a six-month period, this group considered numer­
ous alternative concepts and regulation wordings. Several were eliminated
as not meeting the current requirements of state and federal law. Of those
remaining, the committee selected the one it considered the most straight­
forward, equitable and easy to administer. The enclosed proposed regulations
implement that selection. We would like you to review the regulations now
and give us your comments. We also request that you review the forms and
Medi-Cal Eligibility Manual draft procedure section that are enclosed. The
procudure section illustrates in diagram form the possible MFBUs based on
family composition. We anticipate that this chart will be used by eligibili­
ty workers as quick reference when doing day-to-day eligibility processing.

In addition, we are asking each county to tell us:

1. Any systems problems or changes you can identify because of these
regulation changes, what areas you feel you will need help in resolving
and a rough estimate of the cost of making any changes needed.
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Which of the following methods you would prefer for implementing
these regulations.

a. Begin identifying the cases which will be affected by these
regulation changes several months prior to the effective
date of the regulations. This identification would be of
ongoing cases, supplemented at the same time with a system
set up for identifying intake cases that would be affected.
Upon the adoption of the regulations, revise all these cases
so that the effective date for the changes would be the same
in all of them.

b. One to two months prior to the effective date of the regula­
tions, begin pulling the cases affected and making the neces­
sary eligibility and share of cost reevaluations, to be effec­
tive on the effective date of the regulations. If changed
circumstances for an affected case are reported after this
reevaluation, those changes would be applied to the reevalu­
ated version of the case.

c. Wait until the month prior to the month in which the regula­
tions are to effective, identify and pull all the cases
affected, and make the changes in that month effective the
first of the next month.

d. Implement the regulations over a two or three-month period
after the effective date of the regulations. The county
would have to identify which portion of the affected cases
that would be changed each month. For example, all LTC
couples and stepparent cases would be changed the first
month and all 18-21 year old cases and excluded persons
cases would be changed the second month.

In deciding which method of implementation you think would work best,
take into consideration the fact that the following cases will have
to be reviewed:

a. Cases of minors who are unmarried and 18 to 21 and who, even
though they are living with their parents, currently have
their own Medi-Cal case because they are either MI, pregnant
or a parent. To facilitate this identification, we will
send each county a list of all 18 to 21 year olds receiving
Medi-Cal cards in one of the months immediately prior to
the beginning of this implementation process.

b. Cases in which there is an ineligible or excluded parent,
or an excluded child, including an unborn, without income
or resources.



All County Welfare Directors -4- April 29, 1980

c. Stepparent cases.

d, Cases of blind or disabled 18 to 21 year olds who are
living at home and in school or training. The list of
18 to 21 year olds described in ”a" will also include
blind and disabled.

e. Cases of ABD persons in LTC who have an ABD spouse.

3. The amount of advance notice you will need of the effective date of
the regulations in order to change all the cases in accordance with
each of the options in "2" on Page 3. This information will be used
to determine the appropriate time frames for implementation.

4. A rough estimate of the amount of increased eligibility worker hours
it will take to implement these changes under the options in ”2" on
Page 3 and the basis for your estimates. In each of the options it
is assumed that some of the review/recalculations will be absorbed
in the normal redetermination/status report review process.

Please send or telephone the information requested to Maura Donovan at (916)
445-1912 or Ruthell Ussery at (9l6) 445-1797, 714 P Street, Room 1692, by
June 20, 1980.

Original signed by

Barbara Carr,for
Doris Z. Soderberg, Chief
Medi-Cal Eligibility BranchEnclosures

cc: Medi-Cal Liaisons
Medi-Cal Field Representatives

Expiration Date: October 31, 1980



DRAFT - FOR DISCUSSION ONLY
Date

50014 . Adult. (a) Adult means:

(1) An person who is 21 years of age or older.

(2) An aged blind or disabled MN person who is

one of the following:

(A) Eighteen (18) to 21 years or older , living in the

home of a parent and not currently enrolled in school.

(B) Under 21 years of age and not living in the home of

a parent , except that, if the person is under 18 years of age, the

person shall be considered a child for the purpose of completing

the Statement of Facts.

(3) Any person who is now or has been married, regardless of age,_

unless the marriage was annulled.

(4) An MN or MI person who is 18 to 21 years of age, who is not

living in the home of a parent or caretaker relative,

HAS 3075 (7/78)
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50025 .5 Board and Care. (a) Board and care means a nonmedical

protective living environment where the resident receives board, room,

personal care and designated supplemental services related to individual

needs in one of the following:

(1)A Licensed residential care facility.

(2) The home of a relative or legally appointed guardian or

conservator, other than the home of a spouse or the home of a parent

for a blind or disabled child.

(3) Ahome in which a child is placed by a court under Welfare

HAS 3075 (7/78)
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50030. Child. (a) Child means an MN or MI person under the age of

21 except that the following persons are considered adults in accordance with

Section 50014:

(1)

been

An MN or MI person under the age of 21 who is now or

married, unless the marriage was annulled.has

(2) An MN or MI person who is 18 to 21 years of age who is not

living in the home of a parent or caretaker relative.

(3) A blind or disabled MN person who is one of the following:

Eighteen (18) to 21 years of age_, living in the home of

and not currently enrolled in school.parent

(B) Under 21 years of age and not living in the home of a
parent, except that,if the person is under 18 years of age, the person shall

be considered a child for the purpose of completing the Statement of Facts.

(b) An unborn is considered a child for Medi-Cal purposes.

HAS 3075 (7/78)
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50041. Family Member. Family member means sibling children,

their parents, married or unmarried; their stepparents / and the

Separate children of either unmarried parent or of the stepparent.

children, family member means a single person or a married couple.

If there are no

HAS 3075 (7/78)



AND IS TO- BE USED ONLY FOR ALL
NEW REGULATORY LANGUAGE.

Date 1-16-79

50069.5. Parent -- Unmarried Minor. Unmarried minor parent means a

person who meets the definition of a child and has children living in the

home.

DH 52 (3/77) 4/77 asp



50071. Persons Living in the Home. (a) Persons living in the home

means persons physically present in the home; persons temporarily

absent from the home because of hospitalization,

visiting, vacation, trips in connection with work,

or similar reasons and persons

away at school or vocational training who will resume living in the home as

evidenced by the person returning home for vacations, weekends and at other times.

(2)

(1) A temporary absence is one in which the person leaves and

returns to the home in the same month or the following month.

(2) Whether a person is living in the home while in LTC or board and

care shall be determined in accordance with Section 50373.



regara to Infor-
on the Statement of Facts, the county department shall obtain

verification of the following items in the manner specified below, prior
to approval of eligibility:

(1) Blindness and disability shall be verified by any of the
following methods:

(A) By determining that the person was eligible as an MN
person on the basis of blindness or disability in December 1973,
and that there has been continuing eligibility since that time.

(B) By obtaining verification that a prior determination of
blindness or disability is still valid. This shall be obtained by
viewing any of the following or similar items:

1. A Social Security Administration Title II or
SSI/SSP award letter indicating receipt of disability
benefits provided the reexamination date has not passed
or a reexamination date is not indicated.

2. A Social Security Administration notification
that disability benefits have been increased or decreased.

3. A Railroad Retirement Board notification of a
disability award.

4. A signed statement from the Social Security
Administration that states that the person is eligible
for Title II benefits on the basis of a disability.

5. Documentation of a prior determination of
disability under the EVH or MN program, if the deter­
mination was done after December 1973.

6. Data on the SDX which shows that a person
entering LTC was discontinued from SSI/SSP for reasons
other than cessation of disability.

(C) By viewing a Social Security Administration Title II
check that states that the payment is on the basis of disability.
In this case, disability shall be further verified within 60 days
by one of the methods specified in (B) or (E) of this section.

(D) By obtaining a letter from a physician verifying any
one of the following conditions, provided the procedures specified
in (E) are followed after eligibility is determined.

1. Terminal cancer.

2. Paraplegia or quadriplegia.

3. Absence of both eyes.

4. IQ of less than 50.

5. Absence of more than one limb.

EFFECTIVE 11/1/73 4-10

(MANUAL LETTER NO. 18)
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50167

(E) By following procedures established by the Department’s
Disability Evaluation Branch, All necessary information shall be
submitted to the Department not later than 10 days after the
receipt of the Statement of Facts, except in the event of a delay
due to circumstances beyond the control of the county.

(2) Incapacity shall be verified by viewing one of the following:

(A) A current Medical Report, form CA 341, or written state­
ment signed by a physician, licensed or certified psychologist or
authorized member of their staff which documents that incapacity
exists and gives the expected duration of the condition.

(B)
MC 221.

(C)

A current Certificate of Disability, form DM 3 or

Documentation of current receipt of Title II or
Railroad Retirement disability benefits.

(D) Documentation of current receipt of SSI/SSP benefits
based on disability or blindness.

(E) Documentation of current receipt of State Disability
Insurance (SDI) or Worker’s Compensation.

(F) If form CA 341 or a written statement cannot be
obtained without delay, and no other verification of incapacity
exists, a verbal statement from one of the persons specified in
(A) shall be accepted as verification for up to 60 days pending
receipt of written verification.

(3) Alien status shall be verified in accordance with the
alienage verification and documentation procedures described in
Article 7.

(4) The fact that the parents and a public or private agency
will not accept legal responsibility for a child shall be verified by
documented verbal or written communication with the parents and agencies
if the child is applying alone on the basis that neither the parents
nor an agency will accept legal responsibility,
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(5)_ Identity and residence shall be verified by_ viewing one of the following.:

(A)

(B)

(C)

California driver’s license.

Identification card issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles.

Current utility bills or receipts.

(D)Bank statements.

(E) Any other document which appears to be valid.

(b) The verification requirements of (a)(5) shall not apply to persons who

are:

(1) In an institution and contact is made with the facility to verify presence

in the institution.

(2) Receiving Medi-Cal through the Aid for Adoption of Children program.

(3) Children in a family, if verification of the identity and residence of

the parents has been obtained.

(4) Children requesting Medi-Cal for minor consent services in accordance with

Section 50147.1.

(5) MI children who are not living with a parent or relative and for whoa a

public agency is assuming financial responsibility in whole or in part.

(6) Not acting on their own behalf and a government representative, such as

a public guardian, is acting for them.



Statement of Facts, the county department shall obtain verification or
following items in the specified below, within 60 days of the date

of initial application, but not necessarily prior to approval of eligibility:

Unearned income shall be verified by viewing any of the(1)
following:

(A)

(B)

(C)

Checks or copies of checks.

Award letters.

Signed statements from persons or organizations providing
the income.

(D) Check stubs.

(E) Statements from checking, savings or trust fund accounts
which indicate that the income is directly deposited for the
applicant or beneficiary by the persons or organizations providing
the income.

verified

by items of need.

(3) Earned income shall. be verified by viewing paycheck stubs.
If paycheck stubs are not available, a signed statement from the
employer verifying the amount and frequency of the payments shall be
obtained. If an individual is self-employed, records kept by such
individual for tax purposes shall be viewed.

(4) Fluctuating income shall be verified by viewing check stubs
or a copy of the checks that show the amount of income. If these arc
not available, a signed statement from the parson or organization
making the payments verifying the amount and frequency of the payments
shall be obtained.

(5) Mandatory deductions shall be verified by viewing paycheck
stubs. If paycheck stubs are not available, a signed statement from
the employer verifying the amount subtracted from each paycheck for
these deductions shall be obtained. If an individual is self-employed,
records kept by such individual for tax purposes shall be viewed.

Income in kind shall be veri
a written statement from the provider of the items

(2)

(6) Work-related expenses shall be verified by viewing receipts,
cancelled checks or a signed statement from the person providing the­
service or goods verifying the nature and cost of the service or goods.

(b) If verification of unearned income, earned income, fluctuating
income, mandatory deductions or work—related expenses is not available or
would require contacting the parents of a child applying alone for services
for which the child may sign, the statement of the person who signed
the Statement of Facts shall be accepted as the necessary verification of
the facts.

(c) If a person receives a Medi-Cal card prior to verification of

.
deductions

within
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50169 (c)

(c) In addition to verifying the items specified in Sections 50167 and 50168

during the application process, the county department shall also verify these

items except for blindness, disability, alien status, identity and residence

at the time of reapplication restoration, redetermination and whenever there

is a change which affects one of the items. Certification for Medi-Cal shall

not be delayed or discontinued pending receipt of verification from a person

who is currently eligible unless the beneficiary fails to cooperate.



50191

50191. States Reports, (a) The county department shall require
the completion of a Medi-Cal Status Report, Form MC 1763, no later than
the third month following the month of Medi-Cal eligibility approval of
an application, reapplication or restoration and at three month intervals
thereafter, for all MFBU's which contain at least one AFDC-MN or MI
person. The requirement to complete status reports shall not apply to
the following;

(1) Persons who receive Medi-Cal through -the Aid for Adoption
of Children program.

(2) Persons who have a government representative, such as a
public guardian, acting on their behalf.

(3) MI foster care children.

(4) Children, who are requesting Medi-Cal for
minor consent services in accordance with Sections 50147.1.

. (5) Persons who receive county General Assistance Benefits end
whose Medi-Cal eligibility factors are monitored at least quarterly
by the county Department under its general assistance program.

(b) In addition to the status reports required in accordance with
(a), the county department, consistent with Article 2, may require
persons or families to complete status reports at more frequent intervals.
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50203. Linkage, (a) Eligibility for Medi-Cal under the MN program
shall be based upon linkage to AFDC or SSI/SSP as specified in Sections
50205 through 50223.

(b) Eligibility for Medi-Cal under an Other PA category shall be
based upon linkage to AFDC or SSI/SSP in accordance with the regulations of
the applicable program.

(c) All family members living in the home, except those children

excluded from the MFBU in accordance with Section 50375, shall be considered

in determining the programs for which the persons included in the MFBU

are eligible.
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50251. Medically Indigent Program, (a) A person’s eligibility shall

be determined under the Medically Indigent program if that person is under

65 years of age and any of the following:

(1) A person who cannot meet the eligibility requirements for a

PA or Other PA recipient, an MN person, or an MN family member.

(2) A person who is not

exclusion of a child from the

an MN family member, because of voluntary

MFBU.
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50251

(3) A child who is not living with a parent or relative

and for whom a public agency is assuming financial responsibility in

whole or in part.

A child receiving assistance(4) 

Children.

under Aid for Adoption of

person under 21 years of age who can qualify as an MN blind

or disabled person but chooses to apply as an MI person.. The choice

may be made by a person acting on behalf of the person under 21 years of age.

(6) Not yet determined eligible for Medi-Cal as a PA or Other PA

recipient or as an MN person because of a pending application based on

blindness or disability and blindness or disability has not yet been

determined.

(b) In order to be eligible under this program, the persons listed
in (a), (1), (2), (3), (6) and '(7). shall meet the property, citizenship,

residence, institutional status and cooperation requirements specified in

these regulations.

(c). In order to be certified and receive a Medi-Cal card under this

program the persons listed in (a) (1) , (2), (3), (6) and (7) shall be

determined eligible and meet the income and share of cost requirements

specified in these regulations.

(d) Children specified in (a) (4) shall be eligible and certified for

Medi-Cal:

(1) On the basis of the information provided by the public

agency on form MC 250.

(2) Without considering the property or income of the child or the
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50251

(e) The children specified in (a) (5) above shall be eligible and

certified for Medi-Cal without any additional determinations by the county

department.

(f) For purposes of this section:

(1) Persons are considered 21 years of age on the first day
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50371. Medi-Cal Family Budget Unit Determination. (a) The Medi-Cal Family

Budget Unit (MFBU) shall be the basic unit of persons

considered in determining a

person's or family's eligibility and share of cost. The MFBU shall be

established in accordance with Sections 50372, 50373 and

50374. Once the MFBU has been established,

members of the MFBU may be excluded in accordance with Section 50375.

(b) Once the MFBU has been established,changes in the MFBU shall be

reflected in the share of cost determination within the time frames specified

in Section 50565 except that the changes may be reflected in the month they

are reported if it is to the beneficiary's advantage. The advantage, if any,

shall be explained to the beneficiary and the beneficiary shall determine

whether the change shall be reflected in the month it is reported.



TITLE 22 Health Care Services
Medical Assistance Program

(Register 77. No. 1—12-17-77)

1238.19

PERSONS WHO MAY BE INCLUDED IN THE MFBU

Person Living
the House

Unmarried
Parent

Unearned
Children

or Second
Unnamed

Parents

Parent's
or

Unnamed

(I) Individual

Individual

(2) Individual spouse

(3) Parent, parent’s

(4) Both unmarried par-
eats, mutual children.

(5) Both unnamed par-

ent's children and or
second parent’s
children, mutual children

(6) Parent, spouse, par
ent’s children andor
spouse's children._________

(7) Parent, spouse, par­
ent’s children and/or
spouse's children, mutual

(8) Parent, spouse, mutual
children

(9) Sibling children living
with a caretaker relative
who has no spouse or chil-
drrn and who requests to
be included.______________

(10) Sibling children liv­
ing with a caretaker reg­

children, or who does not
request to be included

(11) Children. in any th­
ing situation, applying for
Medi-Cal services far
which the child may age.

(IT) Parent under 21 -

parent 1 children._________

(13) Child over 18 io a po­
tential AEDC-MN family
whose parents refuse to ap-
píy-

5—77025



TITLE 22 Health Care Services
Medical assistance Program

1238.21

specified in (a) shall be included in
(g) No persons other than

the MFBU
Parent is in LTC
or disabled, the spouse or
the spouse or children

except that when a spouse or
situation, parent, are not aged„n^

. ’LTC shall be in the same MFBU as
from the MFBU the

the (h) Before a person is induded the advantages and
county department shall explain to the
disadvantages of such anemergeocy; effective

History: I. Amendment filed 1-28-77 as an emergency
2. Certificate of Compliance filed

upon filing (Register

(5) Both unmarried par
, first unmarried p--

rat's children and or
second uamamed parent's
children, mutual children

(6) Parent. spouse par
rats children and or
Spouse's children._________

(7) Parent spouse, par-
ent’s chilren and
spouses children, mutual
children.

(8) Parent, spouse. mutual
children.

(9) Sibling children
wúh a
who has no spouse or chil­
dren and
be

(10) Sibling children
ing with a

to

rela­
tive who has a spouse or

, at who not
request to be .

(11) Children in any bv
ing . for

services for
which the child may son.

(12) Parent under 21 bv-
ing in grandparent's .
parent's children._________

(13) Child over 18 in a po­
tential AFDC-MN family
whose parentsrefuse to ip-
pb.



(1) There is a spouse or a spouse and children and the aged, blind
or disabled person and the spouse are not living part voluntarily in
accordance with Section 50351 (a) (1).

(2) There are children but no spouse.
(e) Property and income of persons not included in the MFBU in

accordance with (c) or (d) shall be considered as follows:
(1) The property and income of parents, spouses an

1238.20 ,
<S^~K-Z'-

Social Security Title 22
(Register 77, No. 51—12-17-77)

PERSONS WHO MAY BE INCLUDED IN THIS MFBU—Continued

or Firt
Unnamed

Second
Cerumen Care-

Murad

X(14) Poster child

(15) Chiki living
with persons who

shall be counted in the eligibility and share of cost dete r o fnoitanimr
the MFBU in accordance with Sections 50403 and 50557.

(2) The property and income of children shall not be counted in
the eligibility and share of cost determination for the MFBU
(f) Persons who would be ineligible if they were included the

MFBU, such as ineligible alien parents or persons ineligible due to
failure to apply for a Social Security number. shall be considered to be
voluntarily excluded persons.

in
with Section (a) (6)

private

responsibility

Agency will take
responsibility for the child.(3) Shall have their property and income considered in determin­
ing the eligibility and share of cost of the MFBU in accordance with
(e).(b) Any person in (a) who is a PA or Other PA recipient

X

shall be(4) excluded from MFBU. The property or income of theseWho are children shall not be considered in determining the
program for which the persons included in the MFBU are eligible,persons shall be treated in cordance with Sections 50403 and 50537.

with (a) may choose to be executed from the MFBU. This choice is the(d) An aged, blind or disabled parent or Spouse in LTC shall be in(c) Any person who ma inciudcd in the MFBU in accordance
a separate MFBU, and have property and income considered in deter­option of the person to be exclusive or in the case of a child, the optionmining the eligibility and share of cost of both MFBUs in accordanceof the person who has legal responsibility. Voluntarily excluded persons:with (e), if:(1) May not apply separate

mination of the MFBU or in meeting the share of cost of the MFBU.
(2) Shall not be considered in the eligibility or share of cost deter­

tepparentss
determination for
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50351

50351. Responsible Relatives. (a) The responsibility of a relative to
contribute to the cost of health care services of a Medi-Cal applicant or
beneficiary shall be limited to spouse for spouse and parent for child.

(b) In determining Medi-Cal eligibility and chore of cost, relative
responsibility shall be ;:

(1) Spouse for spouse living

in the home.
toother

X/47X£/£Y//X//X/4X/£///XZ£Z///^/£/£/X/74X/£X//X£X/£Y4/Z/
/¿/74£X//4/ZY4/47X//X/£X4X^^

(A) If one or both of the spouses is in LTC or board and care,
the spouses income and property sha11 be considered available. in
determining determining each others eligibility and share jof cost
in accordance with the MFBU composition provision of Section 50373.

(B) If neither of the spouses is in LTC or board and care
but the spouses are living and the absence is not a temporary
one, the spouses shall be considered living apart:

1. On the day following the separation, if it is known
that the separation will not be temporary.

2. On the first of the month following the second month
of the separation in all other situations.

(C) Persone who have no spouse ofr spouse responsibility
in accordance with (B) shall have eligibility and share of
cost determined as if they were single persons.

(2) Parent for child living in the parent's home
except that



50351

(C) The parents shall neither be held

financially responsible for, nor asked or required to contribute to

or provide other health care coverage for the cost of health care

services which the child may recieve without parental consent.

(A) The health care services which a child may receive

without parental consent are services related to:

1. Sexual assault.

2. Drug or alcohol abuse for a child 12 years

of age or older.

3. Pregnancy or family planning.

4. Venereal disease for a child 12 years

of age or older.

(B) Such children shall have their application processed

in accordance with Section 50147.1 (a).

(c) of &&

A Medi-Cal applicant or beneficiary shall not be required, as a
condition of eligibility, to cooperate with any referral to or attempt by
an agency to collect support from a responsible relative.



50372. Medi-Cal Family Budget Unit (MFBU) Determination, No Family

Member in LTC or Board, and Care. (a) When no family member is in LTC

or board and care, the MFBU shall be determined in accordance with the following:

(1) All family members who are PA or Other PA recipients shall

not be included in the MFBU-except for persons eligible for four month

continuing eligibi1ity.

(2) All family members living in the home, other than those specified

in (1), are included in the MFBU in accordance with (4) whether or not they are

eligible for? or wish to receive, Medi-Cal, Once all potential members of the MFBU

have been identified, persons may be excluded from the MFBU in accordance with

Section 50375.

(3) All family members living in the home, except those children

excluded from the MFBU in accordance with 50375, shall be considered in

determining the program for which the persons included in the MFBU are

eligible.



50372

(4)

.A) Family Members Living
in the Home who are
not PA or Other FA
Recipients

(B) MFBU

1. Individua1 adult.

2. Individual, spouse.

3. parent, children.

4. Both unmarried parents,
mutua1 children,

5. Both unmarried parents,
mutual children,
separate children of
either or both parents.

1 -

2.

3.

4.

Individual adult.

Individual, spouse

Parent, children-

Both unmarried parents,
mutual children.

Both unmarried parents, mutual child-
ren, separate children, except that when all the,
mutual children are excluded in accordance dance with sec
unmarried parent and his/her separate
children shall be in a separate MFBU.

5.

,

7.

Parent. spouse. mutual children.

Parent, spouse, mutual
children and/or separate
child of either or both
parents

6. Parent, spouse, mutual children-

7. Parent, spouse, mutual children, separate
children, except that, by choice of the
applicant the MFBU may include only the parent and the
separate children of parent .
The other family members and the parents considered the
stepparent unit.

8. Two MFBU’s:

8. Unmarried minor parent;
children; the unmarried
minor parent’sparent( s )
andhis/her spouse and/
or children .

a. Unmarried- minor parent, as an ineligible
member unmarried minor parent's children.

b. Unmarried minor parent, the unmarried
minor parent's parent ( s ) and his/her
spouse and/or children MFBU is deter­
mined in accordance with (3) through (7)]

9. Two MFBU's:

9. Unmarried minor parent;
second unmarried parent;
their mutua 1 children;
separate children of
either or both unmarried
parents; the unmarried
minor parent's parent ( s)
and his/her spouse and/
or children.

Child requesting Medi-Cal
for minor consent services,
whose application is being

processed in accordance with
Section 50147.1 (a)(3)(D).

a. Unmarried minor parent as an ineligible
member, second unmarried parent, mutual child­
ren of either or both unmarried parents.

b. Unmarried minor parent, the unmarried
minor parent's, parent(s) and his/her
spouse and/or children (MFBU is deter­
mined in accordance with (3) through ( 7 )].

10.
10. Child and his/her children .



50372

11. 11•Sibling children, caretaker
relative

Sibling children and caretaker
relative, except that the caretaker
relative may choose to be in his/
her own MFBU

12. 12.Sibling children, caretaker
relative, caretaker relative’s
spouse and or children

a. Sibling children
b. Caretaker relative and his/

her spouse and/or children
(mFBU is determined in accordance
with (3) through (7)]

Child

Each sibling child is in his/her
own MFBU even if placed in the
same foster home.

13. Child in foster care

14. Sibling children in foster care

13.

14.

15.

16.

Child placed by a court or court
designated agency or detained
under Welfare and Institutions
——Code, Sections 300 or 601 in an
institution.

Child not living with a parent
or relative for whom a public
agency is assuming financial
responsibility in whole or in part.

15

Child not living with a parent
or caretaker relative when
parents and public agenecies
have been contacted to deter-
mine whether they they will
accept legal responsibility
for the child.

Child

Child

17. 17. Child
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50373. Medi-Cal Family Budget Unit (MFBU) Determination, Family Member

in Long Term Care or Board and Care. (a) An aged, blinds or disabled person

who is in LTC or board and care shall be in his/her own MFBU, except as

provided in (c) and (d),__________________ „_________ r ________________________________

(b) An aged, blind, or disabled person’s spouse who is in LTC or board

and care shall be in his/her own MFBU, except—as provided in (c)_ and_(d)■

_______ (c) A couple shall be in the same MFBU .until. the .end of the , sixth full

month of LTC or board and care status when all .of the following conditions

are met :__________________ :________________________________________  . .

_____________(1)___Both spouses are aged, blind , or disabled.»_________________ ____

_____________(2) One or .both spouses, is. in LT.C_or board _and care.____________  

(3) Both spouses apply for Medi-Cal.

______ id) A couple which includes an aged, blind, or_ disabled, person shal1

be in the, same MFBU when both of the following,. Conditions_exist:-------------------

fl) both spouses are in LTC or hoard and care.

the spouses share a common room.(2)

_______ (e) A person, who is in LTC or board and care who is not, aged, blind,-----

or disabled and whose spouse is not aged, blind  or disabled shallbe-----------—

included in the MFBU with the , person's spouse, and/or_children or where the person

is a child, with the child's parents------- _-------------- --------- — ------ ----------------------------

(f) A child who is a ward of the court or the responsibility of a______

public agency due, to a voluntary placement by a parent or guardian, and who
DH 52 (3/77) 50906-50 4/77
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is a patient in a medical facility shall be in his/her own MFBU.

( g ) A child who is not blind or disabled? who is in LTC status in a

medica1 facility and who was not living with his or her parents immediately

prior to entering LTC shall be in his or her own MFBU.

(h) Income and property available to the MFBUs established in accor­

dance with this section shall be determined in accordance with Sections

50557 and 50403.

DH 52 (3/7 7) 50996-450 4/77
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50559. Income Available from the Stepparent

(a) If there is a stepparent living in the home and

only the parent and the parent' s children are included in the MFBU, t

income available from the stepparent 4^42 shall be the

greater of either the stepparent contribution or the stepparent’s

income legally available to the parent's children.

(1) The stepparent contribution shall be the lesser of:

(a) The actual amount of the stepparent's income that the

parent states is available to the parent's children,

(B) The maximum stepparent contribution. This amount shall

be the stepparent's gross earned and unearned income minus:

1. Mandatory deductions.

2• Work related expenses.

3. Child support payments made by the stepparent, either

court ordered or voluntary.

4.

which includes:

The total maintenance need for the stepparent unit

Stepparent.

Parent.

Mutual Children.

Stepparent‘s children.

3075 (7/78)
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50374, Ineligible Members of the MFBU. (a) Persons who are ineligible

for Medi-Cal for any of the following reasons shall be ineligible members of

the MFBU, as limited by (b).

(1) Refusal to apply for a Social Security Number,

(2) Refusal to apply for a health insurance claim number.

(3) Residency.

(4) Alienstatus,.

(5) Institutional status,

(b) A child ineligible for Medi-Cal for any of the reasons listed in

(a) who has separate income or property may be an ineligible member of the

MFBU or be excluded from the MFBU, This choice is the option of the person

who has legal responsibility for the child.

(c) Persons who are eligible for four month continuing eligibility

shall be ineligible members of the MFBU.

(d) Unmarried minor parents living with their parents shall be in-

eligible members of the MFBU that includes the unmarried minor parent’s

children. If the unmarried minor parents wish to receive Medi-Cal, other

than minor consent services, they must be included in the MFBU with their

parents,

(e)

separate children wish to receive Medi-Cal shal1 be ineligible member of

the separate children's MFBU If anyother family member also wishes to______

receive Medi-Cal, the entire family shall apply as a single unit._____________

_______ (f) Ineligible members of a MFBU shall:_____________________________ ...

______________(1) Be included in the MFBU for the purpose of determining________ 

_______ eligibility based on property and share of cost.

DH 52 (3/77)
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(2) Be listed on the MC 177 and have their health care costs

used to meet the share of cost.

(3) Not be issued a Medi-Cal card.

DH 52 (3/77} 4/77
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50375. Persons Excluded From the Medi-Cal Family Budget Unit (MFBU).

(a) Any child, other than an unborn, or an infant during the first two

months of life, who has separate income or property may be voluntarily ex-

cluded from the MFBU. This choice is the option of the person who has

legal responsibility for the child. Voluntarily excluded children:

(1) May not apply separately unless they are applying for minor

consent services.

(2) Shall not be included in the MFBU for the purpose of deter­

mining eligibility and share of cost.

(3) Shall not be considered in determining the program for which

the persons included in the MFBU are eligible.

(4) Shall not be listed on the MC 177 or have their health care

costs used to meet the MFBU's share of cost.

(b) When a stepparent unit is established in accordance with Section

50372(a)(^)(A) 7., the members of the stepparent unit shall be treated in the

following manner.

______ (1) The parent of the separate children applying for Medi-Cal

shall be an ineligible member of their MFBU in accordance with Section

503 74(c) ______ __ _______ ______ _______________________________________

(2) The stepparent, the stepparent's separate children and the
DH 52 (3/77) 50996-450  4/77
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mutual children of the parent and stepparent ,shall_be considered excluded

from the MFBU___They ;_______________________________________________ . .. ...._______ _____ •_______________

___________________ —may not apply separately unless they are applying for minor

_________________ moment__services *____________________________________________________________________________ ___

.----------------------------- (B)----Shall not be included in the MFBU for the purpose of_____

_____________ determining eligibility and share of cost_______________________________

-__ ,________________ (c) Shall, not be listed on the MC 177 or have__ their health -...

-------------------- care costs used_ to meet__ the MFBU's share of_ cost

(C) When a person has a choice of being included or excluded from the

MFBU, the county department shall explain to the applicant the advantages

and disadvantages of such an action before the choice is made.

DH 52 (3/7 7) 4/77 Í
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50403. Treatment of Property- (a) The

Separate property and share of community property of any
person included in the MFBU shall be considered in determining Medi­
Cal eligibility-

(b) When spouses are in separate MFBUs due to LTC or board and

care status,one half of the total community property of both spouses

is counted in determining the Medi-Cal eligibility of each spouse-

3075 (7/78)
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50509. Income In Kind. (a) Income in kind is any support or maintenance
received in kind from a person other than a responsible relative, for:

ft

(1) Housing.

(2) Utilities.

(3) Food.

(4) Clothing.

(b) Income in kind shall be considered as income only if the entire
item of need is provided.

(c) The value of free board and lodging received during a temporary
absence from the home shall be considered as follows:

(1) If the absence is for one month or less, the income in kind

'

value shall not be considered income.

(2) If the absence is for more than one month, the income in
kind value shall be considered income to the extent that it exceeds the
actual costs of maintaining the home to which the beneficiary will return.

(d) Income in kind which is received as earned income shall be subject to
earned income exemptions and deductions.

(e) Income in kind which is received as unearned income shall be subject
to unearned income exemptions and deductions.

income in kind shall be considered in determining the eligibility

of children when any of the following conditions exists:

(1) Their application is being processed for minor consent services

in accordance with Section 50147.1 (a) (3) (D).

(2) They are unmarried minor parents and the share of cost of the

MFBU that includes their children is being determined.

in kind, there is income in kind to the unborn.

(3) They are unborns, except that if the mother is receiving income

AS 3075 (7/78)
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50557. Treatment of Income, (a) The following income shall

be considered in determining the share of cost of a person or family:

(1) Net nonexempt income of all persons included in the

MFBU

Sections 50371 through 50375.

after application of

(2) Income specified in Sections 50558 through 50564.

(b) That portion of the income of persons excluded from the MFBU

as PA or Other PA recipients which was used to determine their PA or

Other PA eligibility shall not be considered

All income of persons eligible for four month continuing eligibility shall

be considered.
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50558

(a)
50558. Income of Persons _ Excluded-from the MFBU,_____________
The income of children excluded from the MFBU

cost for the MFBU.
shall not be counted in determining the share of

(b) In addition to their own income, children excluded from the
MFBU shall be allocated an amount to meet their combined need,
which shall be determined as follows unless the condition of (c) is

met:
(1) Determine the maintenance need for the MFBU with the

children included.

(2) Determine the maintenance need for the MFBU with the
children excluded.

(3) Subtract the amount determined in (2) from the amount
determined in (1).

(4) Subtract the net nonexempt income of all excluded
children from the amount determined in (3). This is the amount
that shall be allocated to the children who choose to be excluded
from the MFBU.

(c) The income of the members of a stepparent unit who

are 

accordance

50561

excluded from the MFBU shall be treated in

Section 50559 and 50561.
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50559

(2) The stepparent's income legally available to the parent's

children is one-half of the stepparent's income remaining after

subtracting the following items from the stepparent's gross earned and

unearned income-

(a)

(B)

(C )

Mandatory deductions.

Work related expenses.

Child support payments made by a stepparent; either court

HAS 3075 (7/78)
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50561. Treatment - Stepparent Cases. (a) If there is a step­

parent living in the home, and only the parent and the parent’s children

by a prior union are included in the MFBU, the income considered in determining

the share of cost of those children shall be:

(1) The income of the children.

(2) The income of the parent

(3) The income available from the stepparent

in accordance with Section 50559.

determined



DRAFT - FOR DISCUSSION ONLY
Date______ ______________

50563. Treatment of Income --Aged, Blind or Disabled MN Person or

Spouse in LTC or Board and Care. (a) an aged, blind or

disabled MN person or the spouse of an aged , blind or disabled MN person
That person income of that person

is in LTC and has a spouse and/or cnildren shall be treated in the

following manner, beginning the first of the month the

spouses, or the parent and children,are in separate MFBUs.

(1) The net nonexempt income

which is in excess of $25

of the person in LTC

shall be allocated to the

spouse and/or children as follows:

(A) When the entire family is applying for Medi-Cal,

determine the maintenance need for the spouse and/or children/

other than any children excluded from the MFBU,

(B) When only the person in LTC is applying for Medi-Cal,

determine the maintenance need for the spouse and/or all the children.

(C) Subtract the net nonexempt income of the spouse and/or

children, other than the excluded children, from the amount determined

in (A) or (B). This is the amount that shall be allocated

HAS 3075 (7/78)
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50563-la

to the spouse and/or children from the net nonexempt income of the

MN person in LTC which is in excess of $25.
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50563 - 2

(2) If the person in LTC is a stepparent:

• (a) The stepchildren shall be treated as natural children

person in LTC,of the

(B) The allocation shall be determined in accordance with

(1).
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(b) When an aged , blind or disabled person has a spouse and/or children,

the income of the aged, blind or disabled MN person who is in board and care

or of the spouse of the aged, blind or disabled,MN person the spouse is

in board and, care shall be treated in the following manner beginning the

first of the month the spouses, or the parent and children, are in separate

MFBUs.

______________(1) The net nonexempt income of the person in board and care

______ shall be allocated to the spouse and/or children as follows :

________________ (A) Determine the special deduction for the person in

board and care in accordance with Section 50555.4 if that

person is aged, blind or disabled.

(b) Determine the maintenance need for the person in

board and care and add the special deduction amount, if any.

(C) Subtract"the amount determined in (B) from the net

nonexempt income of the person in board and care.

(D) Determine the maintenance need for the spouse and/or children,

other than any children excluded from the MFBU in accordance with Section

50375 (a) when the entire family is applying for Medi-Cal.

(E) Subtract the net nonexempt income of the spouse and/or child­

ren, other than the excluded children, from the amount determined.in (C)r

(F) The amount determined in or the amount determined in (E),

which ever is less, shall be amount allocated to the spouse and/or

children from the person in board and care.



Date____________________________
50563-4

(2) If the person in board and care is stepparent:

(a) The stepchildren shall be treated as natural children of the

person in long-term care.

(B).... The— allocation shall be determined in accordance with (1).

(c) In no event shall any income be allocated from the family members

living at home to the

board and care.

person in long-term care or



5065 3 . Determination of Share of Cost._ (a) The share of cost covers a
one month period and is determined as follows:

(1) Determination nonexempt income available to the
MFBU

(2) Round the total net nonexempt income determined in (1) to
the nearest dollar, with amounts ending in 50 cents or inore rounded
to the next higher dollar,

(3) Determine the appropriate maintenance need for the MFBU in
accordance with Section 50601.

(4) Subtract the maintenance need from the rounded net nonexempt
The remainder, if any, is the share of cost.income.

(b) The share of cost shall be determined:

(1) At the time of application.

(2) When there is a change in income or family composition.
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50657. Completion of Form MC 177S.

completed as follows:

(a) Form MC 177S shall be

(1) The identifying information shall be completed by the county

department. Only the following persons

shall be listed on

form MC 177S as eligible to have the cost of their health care services used to

meet the share of cost. Persons who are:

(A) Included in the MFBU and have not received a full

complement Medi-Cal card as a member of that MFBU or as four month

continuing eligibles.

(B) Ineligible members of the MFBU in accordance with Section 50374.

(2) Form MC 177S shall be issued to the beneficiary for each

month during which the beneficiary must meet a share of cost.

shall be

issued prior to the first day of the month of eligibility.

(B) For new and restored beneficiaries, form MC 177S shall

be issued at the time the approval notice of action is issued.

For continuing beneficiaries, form MC 177S

(3) The beneficiary shall present form MC 1775 to each provider when

the cost of services provided will be used to meet the share of cost.

(4) The provider will list health care services on form MC 177S

which have been provided and meet all of the following criteria. They:

HAS 3075 (7/78)
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50657 - 2 EB-4 - 3

(A) Were provided in the month specified on form MC 177S.

Services are considered to have been provided in the month if the

date of service is within the month. The date of service for:

Service
1. Aprovided under a Global Billing

Agreement, is the date the last service under the agreement

is rendered or the date of delivery, if the global billing is

for pregnancy and delivery.

2. prosthetic and orthotic

the date the item was

3. All other medical services, is the date the service

was actually rendered on the item received

(B) Have not been submitted as a claim against the

Medi-Cal program.

X^/ (C) Have not been paid by Medicare, other health care

coverage, or any other party, and the provider does not anticipate

reimbursement from such sources for the amounts listed on form

MC 177S
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(5) For each service listed the provider shall include:

(A) The date of service, in accordance with (a) (4) (B). 

(B) The total cost of the service provided.
We

(C) The amount billed to the patient.

(6) The provider shall sign form MC 177S and enter the provider
b

number or Social Security number.

(7) When the amount in the Billed Patient column of form MC 177S

equals or exceeds the share of cost, the beneficiary or the beneficiary's

representative shall:

-----

-----

-----

ali

(A) Sign the form indicating that the beneficiary has

assumed legal responsibility for the amount shown in the Billed

Patient column.

(B) Return the form to the county department.



MFBU CHART

be used in conjuction withThis Section 50372 (a)(4)

mate
O - female

male or female

□ child

unmarried minor parent

child requesting minor
consent only
caretaker relative_

Family members living in
ineligible

MFBU







Health and Welfare
Medi-Cal TVtX^riX>V^

Agency
Department of Health Servlce

County use Effective EIig Date For This Form

Case Number No. In MF8U

ALLOCATION/SPECIAL DEDUCTION WORKSHEET
Name

INCOME or F=fó3r^-TU

Maintance need for MFBU plus excluded child(ren)s

I EXCLUDED FROM THE MFBU No-
/ Allocated

2 Maintance need for MFBU 6
Excluded child(ren )'s share of maintenance
need (line I minus Line 2)

4 Net nonexempt income of excluded children

3. Allocation to excluded Children

plus payment)
5. Net nonexempt income

used to determine grant

$

gross unearned income of
recipient (other

Than .Enter above, amount on column 3 Line 8

. Net nonexempt unwind
; income (Line 4 minus line 5)
7. gross earned íncome of

í „

SPECIAL DEDUCTION FOR AGED, BLIND OR DISABLED MN
PERSONSIN MFBU_____________ \________________________

income

Appropriate SSI/SSP payment level, based on living site
on or aged, blind_or disabled _MN persons in MFBU

Miantenance need for MFBU without the aged, blind or

disabled MN person Included, (if only one person
remains, use maintenance need for person as if all
family members were P.A.)

difference is income available to the
and is entered here and on ,

column for II, line, 3 or reciepient
income available -------------------------------------

12. If line- to is than line 3, the
difference is the allocation
to the  or recepient and entered
here and on MFBU Column III, line 10

4. Mintenance nance need for entire MFBU (including aged,
__ blind or disabled MN persons}

Special deduction (Line 3 minus Iine 4)

MC 176M, column III, line 9

Disability worker signature Worker Number Data of Computation,



3. Total deduction (Add
2a and 2b)

4. Net income (Line 1

5. Income legally available
:_ parent (Line 4 divided
c. Stepparent Income available to

stepchildren (Line A6 or B5 whichever
is greater)—----------------------

Enter the above amount on the
(column I or II, line 3 or 4 as " from stepparent"

ONLY PARENT'S IN J

$

need
at home (other than excluded children)

Net nonexemp income of spouse
$

$

and/or nonexcluded children _____
net income of spouse

and/or Children (line 2 minus line 3)

children (line

6. Net nonexempt income of
person in LTG or

Total deduction of person
LTC or board and care

Total net nonexempt income
____________
pec^

board and care (line 6 minus line 7)
9

in care
Maintanance need for

income or board
Total amount needed for
maintenance (Add lines 9 and 10

12 Amount available for allocation to
spouse and/or children (Line & minus line 11)

Allocation to spouse and/or children
(Line 5 or line 12, whichever is less)

disable person or
or disabled person who is in MC or board and
care above amount on column

line 6
for share of cost
childrenof home , enter above amount
 , column III, line 4

2. CItoss turned and unearned
income of Stepparent

2. Deductions

deductions, work related expenses
b . Child support court
ordered or _voluntary
Total maintenance need for

Stepparent

stepparents children #----------

Mutual children*__ $

Total deductions (Add lines
3 a, b and c )--------------------------------------------------_
5. Maximum stepparent contribution (line 2
minus line 4) If less than 0 enter 0

6. Stepparent contribution (The
lesser of line 1 and line 5)

B stepparens Legally Available In

$

1. Gross earned and unearned
income of stepparent

$

Worker Number Date of computationworker Signature



MEDI-CAL PROGRAM
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

<#6^ NJAAV^ --------- ----------------------------- --------------- CASE NUMBER DATE

since you are only applying for Medi-Cal for your children from a prior union,
it is necessary for us to ^Wmine'ftxo much income your spouse make available
to thesechildren___________________________
1. Is all of your spouse income available to you use for all family

members? [ ] Yes [ ] No If no, complete Number 2.

2. How much spouses income available to you each month?

hereby s^ntxhxire that the answer on this are form true correct to the best of my
of ADOPTIE PARENT

mcz14 (z180)



INSTRUCTIONS
STEPPARENT QUESTIONNAIRE

■ FORM MC 214

The Stepparent Questionnaire, form MC 214, is completed only in those cases
in which Medi-Cal is requested for only the children of one parent and there
is a stepparent.

Item 1 — If Item 1 is checked "YES”, the stepparent's entire net income is
available to the stepchildren. Determine the actual net income of the step­
parent by subtracting actual mandatory deductions and work related expenses
from the gross income received. Enter this amount on form MC 176-W, Part V, 
Line A.

Item 2 - If Item 1 is

__ be completed

checked " no; Item 2 should

Enter the total amount entered-in


	Bookmarks
	EFFECTIVE 11/1/73 4-10

(MANUAL LETTER NO. 18)
	INSTRUCTIONS

STEPPARENT QUESTIONNAIRE






