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PHASE~IN SCHEDULE FOR THE SIMPLIFIED MEDI-CAL DISABILITY REFERRAL SYSTEM (SMDRS}

This is to provide a summary of the features of the new Simplified Medi-Cal
Disability Referral System (SMDRS) which is being phased in statewide on a
county-by-county basis; to describe the eligibility worker training and

other steps taken as part of a county's phase~in; and to provide the

tentative phase-in schedule. This is a follow-up to DSS' All County Information
Notice I — dated September 22, 1980 which also dealt with SMDRS.

BACKGROUND

SMDRS is a process designed to maximize federal reimbursement to the Medi-Cal
program. County departments will now refer all Medically Indigent Adult
applicants who respond positively to a health related question on the State—
ment of Facts (MC 210) for disability evaluation, rather than just those who
appear to be disabled. The Disability Evaluation Division (DED) of the

State Department of Social Services will process the applications and transmit
the results of these disability determinations to the county department. The
State will claim federal reimbursement for all persons identified as disabled
by the process. Currently, Contra Costa, Marin, Orange, San Bernardiﬁo, San
Diego, San Francisco, and Santa Clara Counties are participating in SMDRS.

In these counties, there has been a significant increase in the number of persons
determined disabled. ‘

The estimated general fund savings from full .implementation eof SMDRS is
345,000,000 per year, This is achieved through a significant shift in the
cost of providing medical care from the state tax base to the much broader
federal tax base.

From a processing standpoint, there are five key improvements in SMDRS, §§£i
compared to the current process:

1. The paperwork effort required by eligibility workers for each referral
has been reduced;

2. The tendency of the current system, to put eligibility workers in the
position of medically evaluating their clients, has been eliminated;

3. The disability question on the Medi-Cal Statement of Facts ha been
rewritten to overcome the common reluctance of persons to identify
themselves as disabled;

4, The form requesting information on a client's current medical condition
has been simplified to be a symptems checklist to be filled out by
the client;

5. The State medical determination process now includes initial telephone
contact with referred clients, to explore the symptoms checked by the
‘clients. This greatly speeds medical determinations that ultimately






SMDRS PHASE~IN SCHEDULE FOR CQUNTIES

Date County Date County
12/1/80 Alameda Lb/1/81 Lake
Riverside Lassen
San Luis Obispe Los Angeles (District
Santa Barbara Offices)
Ventura Madera
: Mariposa
1/1/81 Fresno . Mendocino
Imperial Merced
Kern Modoc
Sacramento Mono
‘ Napa
2/1/81 Los Angeles (District Offices) San Mateo
Monterey San Joaquin
Santa Cruz Nevada
Sonoma Placear
Plumas
3/1/81 Alpine San Benito
Amador Shasta
Butte Sierra
Calaveras Siskiyou
Coluss Solano
Del Norte . Stanislaus
El Dorado Sutter
Glenn Tehama
Humboldt Trinity
Inyo Tulare
Kings Tuoclumne
Los Angeles (District Offices) Yolo
Yuba
5/1/81 Los Angeles (District
Offices)
6/1/81 Los Angeles {District
Offices)
7/1/81 Los Apgeles (District

Office)





