STATE OF CALIFORMIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES

TY4/744 P STREET
CRAMENTO, CA 95814

September 23, 1983

To: All County Welfare Directors Letter No, 83— 63
MEDI-CAL, ELIGIBILITY DATA SYSTEM (MEDS) RECONCILIATION

The purpose of this memo is to inform MEDS counties that the present monthly
MEDS reconciliation process will be changed to a guarterly occurrence
effective November 1983,

Currently, most MEDS counties submit reconciliation files on a monthly
basis. The reconciliation cycle for fully operational MEDS counties will be
changed to quarterly beginning October 1983, Fully operational on MEDS
means counties that have been in MEDS operation for at least three months
without experiencing any major system problems,

The MEDS reconciliation process is intended to be a periodic verification
that daily updates, error resolution processes, EDP county document input
procedures and data processing system reporting to MEDS are continuing to
work correctly. It is not a substitute for working daily error reports.

The change to a specific schedule for reconciliation processing, plus the
reduction in the number of reconciliations being processed will allow us to
better control and ensure that reconcile files are received and processed
appropriately,

As part of this change, reconciliations will be scheduled to be processed on
the weekends in order to avoid any conflicts with the processing of daily
updates. This schedule will also ensure that the entire reconciliation
process is completed before the MEDS file must be made available for the
next working day's online usage. For this reason it is imperative that
counties submit their reconciliation files to the Department of Health
Services within the time frame indicated on the attached schedule. The
current MEDS change cycle process will be changed to hold a county's
reconciliation tape until the weekend but still allow daily updates to be
processed without causing conflicts and erroneous updates during the
reconciliation process,

The Medi-Cal Eligibility Branch (MEB} will monitor the quarterly
reconciliation process in order to identify any county that may require a
more frequent schedule. Please note that in order to ensure proper ID card
issuance and reduce the errors that are identified by reconciliation, it is
imperative that each county review and correct the errors from the daily
eligibility worker alert reports on a current basis,
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