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To: 411 County Welfare Directors ' Letter No. 84~ 27
REPORTING OF ELIGIZLES FCGR MEDICARE BUY-IN

Tne purpose of this letter is to clarify the Buy-In process including county
reporting of reciplient data via the Medi-Czl Eligibility Data System (MEDS).

Buy-In refers to the arrangement through which the State may pay the Medicare
outpatient health insurance premiums for certain groups of Medi-Cal eligibles.

Counties have the responsibility to identify Medi-Cal beneficiaries potentially
eligible for Buy-In and to provide the State with the information that is needed
for Buy-In processing. :

For Buy-In actions fo be accomplished successfully, counties must provide
gecurate and complete information to the State. The informetion critical for
the Buy-In process is the recipient name, Health Insurance Claim (HIC) number,
Railroad Retirement (RR) number or Social Security number (SSN), sex, date of
birth, Medi-Cal case number, and Medi-Cal eligibility effective date.

. The required Buy-In data is routinely transmitted by counties to the State as
part of Medi-Cal eligibility reporting to MEDS,

For Medi-Cal beneiiciaries determined eligible for Medi-Cal by the county welfare
departments, tne State must evaluate each individual case for potential Buy-~In
coverage, request additicnal information as needed, create the actual accretion/
deletion transsction, and interact with Social Security Administration (SSA&) to
resclve problexn transactions.

The Buy-In Unif has been experiencing problems due to the incorrect reporting
of recipient names to MEDS. 1In particular, the Buy-In Unit staff has noted
that a substantizl number of rejected records are due to the incorrect report-
ing of names on the MEDS record. In order for the Buy-In Unit's actions to

be successfully accomplished, it is vital that the information contained on
the MEDS record match the record on SSAt's file. When the Buy-In accretion is
submitted to S84, the Health Insurance Claim (HIC) rmmber may match; however,
if the name differs, the accretion record is rejected. Following are some
examples of incorrect name reporting:








