
STATE OF CALIFORNIA—HEALTH AND AGENCY GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES 
714/744 P STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 

December 1, 198 

No. 84- 51To: All County Welfare Directors Letter 

INVALID NUMBERS BEING REPORTED AS SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS (SSNs) 

This is to advise county welfare departments that numbers reported by 
applicants/beneficiaries as Social Security Numbers (SSNs) beginning with an 
8 or 9 are not valid SSNs. 

The numbers beginning with 8 or 9 were issued as pseudo numbers by the 
Social Security Administration many years ago, by the Internal Revenue 
Service, and other organizations as a means to identify certain individuals. 
These numbers are not valid SSNs. 

If a Medi-Cal applicant/beneficiary indicates his or her number begins with 
a 8 or 9, the county must refer the applicant/beneficiary to the local SSA 
district office with a completed MC 194 (SSA Referral Notice) to obtain a 
valid SSN. 

It should be rated that numbers beginning with "8" should not be confused 
with pseudo SSNs (MEDS ID) assigned via the Medi-Cal Eligibility Data System 
(MEDS). MEES pseudo IDs begin with ar. "3" and end with  "P". 

Attached for your information is a chart identifying the highest groups of 
SSNs issued by SSA as of September 10, 1984. 

Should you or your staff have any questions regarding this information, 
please contact your MEDS liaison. 

Sincerely, 

Original signed by 

Doris Z. Soderberg, Chief 
Medi-Cal Eligibility Branch 

Attachment 

cc: Medi-Cal Liaisons 
Medi-Cal Program Consultants 

MG733KG
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