STATE OF CALIFORMNIA —HEALTH AMD WELFARE AGENCY PETE WILSON, Governer

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES
7147744 P STREEY

P.O. BOX 942732

ACRAMENTO, CA 942347320

March 23, 1903

Letter No. 93-149

TO: All Gounty Welfare Directors
All County Administrative Officers
All County Medi-Cal Program Specialists/Liaisons

SUBJECT: REDUCTION OF TIME ELIGIBILITY FOR REFUGEE MEDICAL ASSISTANCE (RMA)

REFERENCES: EMC2 DHS #93048

The purpose of this letter is to inform County Welfare Departments that the
Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) has issued regulations (45 GFR Part 400)
which reduce time eligibility for RMA benefits from 8 to 5 months. This
reduction is effective April 1, 1993 for both current and newly-arriving
refugees,

This reduction means that all new applicants after April 1. 1993, will be
subject to the 5-month time eligibility. For refugees who are presently
receiving RMA and who will exceed % months time eligibility as of March 30,
1993, counties must give timely notice in March in order that benefits may he
terminated as of the end of March.

Please keep in mind that eligibility for transitional RMA is limited to four
(4) months or umntil the end of the 5-month time eligibility period, whichever
ends first. The discontinuance date indicated above is also applicable to
the transitional RMA beneficiaries.

Please use Code of California Regulations (CCR) Section 5025/(d}(2), which
provides that DIS may shorten time elipgibility for RMA based on the
availability of federal funds, in the Notices of Action (NOAs) to discontinue
refugees who become ineligible due to the shortened time elligibility period.

If vou have any questions, please contact Elena Lara at (916) 657-0712.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY

Frank S. Martucci. Chief
Medi-Cal Eligibility Branch
Enclosures
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