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ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO. I-46-94  
MEDI-CAL ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS' LETTER 

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS 

SUBJECT: IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FUR THE NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION ACT OF 1993 

The purpose of this notice is to provide information to the county welfare  
departments (CWD) on the implementation of the National Voter Registration Act  
(NVRA) of 1993. The NVRA (attached) is due to be effective January 1, 1995. 

BACKGROUND: 

On May 20, 1993, President Clinton signed the NVRA which requires states to  
provide voter registration services at all public assistance (Aid to Families with  
Dependent Children [AFDC], Food Stamp, Medi-Cal, and Women, Infants and Children  
[WIC]) offices. The NVRA requires that a mail voter registration form be provided  
at the time of application, redetermination/recertification and when there is a  
change of address. As required by NVRA, the CWD must assist in completing the  
form when requested to do so and must forward the completed, pre-addressed mail  
voter registration forms within specified timeframes. 

To maintain federally-mandated confidentiality standards, mail voter  
registration forms and all other voter registration materials will be separate  
from AFDC, Food Stamp, Medi-Cal, and WIC Program forms. 

COORDINATION OF NVRA WITH OTHER AGENCIES: 

The Secretary of State (SOS) or county elections officials will provide all  
forms, notices and other materials necessary to the voter registration process.  
Forms include the standard Voter Registration Form and a separate camera ready  
instructional and declination form which provides questions and information on  
voter registration and includes an acknowledgment line to be signed by the client.  
Procedural information on implementation of the NVRA was provided in the April 22,  
1994, letter from the SOS to all county clerks and registrars of voters. 

It is the intent of both the California Department of Social Services (CDSS)  
and of the California Department of Health Services (CDHS) that the NVRA be  
implemented with minimal program disruption, consistent with the Executive Order  
issued by the Governor (attached). 



POLICY AND PROCEDURES: 
Application to Register to Vote 

The CWDs will provide the instruction and declination form, and the mail Voter  
Registration Form to all AFDC, Food Stamp, Medi-Cal and WIC program clients at  
application, redetermination/recertificatiorL and whenever there is a change of  
address. Confidentiality will be ensured by use of a standard California mail  
Voter Registration Form. The instruction and declination form will be retained by  
the county. 

Voter Registration Form 
If assistance in completing the Voter Registration form is requested, the NVRA  

requires that the CWD will provide the same level of assistance as is provided in  
completing program forms. The NVRA prohibits any person who provides voter  
registration services from: seeking to influence an applicant’s political  
preference or party registration; displaying any political preference; making any  
statement or taking any action to discourage registration or leaving an applicant  
with the impression that a decision to register or not to register has any bearing  
on the availability of program services or benefits. 

The client can take the pre-addressed, postage paid mail-in Voter Registration  
Form and mail it or the client may leave the form with the CWD for transmittal to  
election officials. All completed forms accepted at the CWD must be mailed to the  
appropriate election official within ten days after the date of the acceptance  
unless the registration form is accepted within five days before the last day for  
registration to vote in an election. In the latter case, the Registration Form  
must be transmitted no later than five days after the date of acceptance by the  
CWD. The SOS suggests that the forms regularly be mailed within five days, in  
order to avoid confusion and possible delays in submission. 

Federal Financial Participation 
Funds needed to prepare to implement the NVRA for the period prior to  

January 1, 1995, were estimated and will be included in county allocations for  
State Fiscal Year 1994-95. In accordance with the provisions of an Executive  
Order issued by the Governor, until such time as 100% federal funding is available  
to implement the NVRA, the nonfederal share of any costs incurred after January 1,  
1995, shall not be borne by the State General Fund. 















EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

                                          

WHEREAS, the federal government has enacted the National Voter Registration  
Act of 1993 ('’NVRA") establishing new unfunded mandates and procedures pertaining  
to elections for federal office: and 

WHEREAS, Section 4 of the NVRA requires states to establish procedures for  
voter registration in elections for federal office by application made  
simultaneously with an application for motor vehicle driver's license; and 

WHEREAS, the NVRA requires that certain offices be designated as voter  
registration agencies to provide specified voter registration assistance to  
applicants and recipients of public assistance to persons with disabilities  
receiving services in certain state funded programs commencing January 1, 1995; and 

WHEREAS, the NVRA requires that other offices within the State be designated  
as voter registration agencies; and 

WHEREAS, the NVRA fails to provide adequate federal funding, but compels  
states and local governments to enact a federal program by diverting resources from  
existing programs and services already facing funding shortages; and 

WHEREAS, the right to vote is a fundamental right guaranteed to United States  
Citizens under the state and federal Constitutions; and 

WHEREAS, existing state and federal law does not require adequate verification  
of citizenship as a condition of voter registration and therefore permits an  
unacceptable number of non-citizens to register and vote in the State of  
California; and 

WHEREAS, the terms of the NVRA provide for it to take effect on January 1,  
1995; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PETE WILSON, Governor of the State of California, hereby  
request that the California Legislature memorialize Congress to repeal all  
limitations of the states' ability to verify citizenship, and by virtue of the  
powers and authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of this State do  
hereby issue this order to become effective immediately: 

1. The Department of Motor Vehicles is directed to comply with the provisions of  
NVRA pertaining to the simultaneous application for a motor vehicle driver's  
license and voter registration. 

2. Pursuant to sections 7 (a) (2) (A) and 7 (a) (2) (8) of the NVRA. the following  
offices are hereby designated as voter registration agencies: 

a. County welfare department offices which accept applications and  
administer benefits for the Aid to Families With Dependant Children  
program (AFDC) and the Food Stamp program. 



b. County welfare department offices which accept applications and  
administer benefits for the Medi-Cal program and, with the agreement of  
the Social Security Administration, Social Security Offices which accept  
and process applications for the Supplemental Security Income/State  
Supplemental Payment program. 

c. County welfare department offices and community based non-profit  
organizations ,under contracts with the Department of Health Services,  
which accept applications and administer benefits for the Women, Infants  
and Children program (WIC). 

d. Offices of the State Department of Rehabilitation which provide  
vocational rehabilitation services. 

3. The following offices are hereby designated as voter registration agencies  
pursuant to Section 7(a)(3)(A) of the NVRA: 

a. Franchise Tax Board district offices which provide public access for  
income tax and Homeowner and Renter Assistance forms, instructions and  
assistance. 

b. State Board of Equalization district offices which provide services to  
the public. 

4. Consistent with state and federal law, all agencies subject to this order  
shall make vigorous efforts to prevent fraudulent voter registration,  
including the prevention of registration by non-citizen residents of the  
State. 

5. The Department of Motor Vehicles, Department of Social Services, Department of  
Health. Services, and Department of Rehabilitation shall take all steps  
necessary, including the development of forms and the promulgation of  
emergency guidelines and regulations as necessary and appropriate under state  
and federal law, to comply with the NVRA by January 1, 1995. After January 1,  
1995, agencies providing voter registration services pursuant to this order  
shall implement the NVRA to the extent federal funding is made available for  
such purposes. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand  
and caused the Great Seal of the State of  
California to be affixed this 12th day of  
August 1994. 

Governor of California 

ATTEST: 

Acting Secretary of State 
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