
STATE OF CALIFORNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY PETE WILSON, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES
714/744 P STREET

P.O. BOX 942732
SACRAMENTO, CA 94234-7320

(916) 657-2941 November 3, 1995

Letter No.: 95-66To: All County Welfare Directors
All County Administrative Officers
All County Medi-Cal Program Specialists/Liaisons
All County Pickle Coordinators

PICKLE PROGRAM ADJUSTMENTS DUE TO THE STATE SUPPLEMENTARY  
PAYMENT (SSP) BENEFIT LEVEL REDUCTION (ASSEMBLY BILL 908, BRULTE)

Chapter 307 of the Statutes of 1995 (Assembly Bill 908, Brulte) reduced the SSP benefit  
levels to the minimum amounts allowed by federal law up to a maximum of 4.9 percent of the  
total Supplemental Security Income/State Supplementary Payment (SSI/SSP) payment standard,  
effective December 1, 1995. It also stipulated that these reductions shall not result in a change in  
the share of cost (SOC) or eligibility for any individual receiving benefits prior to the enactment of  
the SSP reduction.

Therefore, the purpose of this letter is to advise the counties that there will be a reduction  
in some categories of the SSI/SSP Payment Standards (e.g., see the Payment Standard for a  
couple listed on the December 1995 SSI/SSP Payment Standard Chart). However, counties may  
delay redetermining Pickle eligibility until January 1996 for those Pickle individuals affected by  
the new payment standard (December 1995). In January 1996, Pickle couples who would have  
lost Pickle eligibility by the December 1995 reduction should be grandfathered into Aid Codes 14,  
24, and 64; they will continue to have zero SOC Medi-Cal. Pickle individuals and couples who  
meet the new, January 1996 SSI/SSP Payment Standards will continue in the Pickle program in  
Aid Codes 16, 26 and 66; they will also have zero SOC Medi-Cal.

The December 1, 1995 SSI/SSP Payment Standard is enclosed for your convenience; the  
January 1996 Payment Standard will be disseminated as soon as it is available.

If you have any questions, please contact Sylvia Finberg of my staff at (916) 657-0080.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY,

Frank S. Martucci, Chief
Medi-Cal Eligibility Branch

Enclosure

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY,

Frank S. Martucci, Chief
Medi-Cal Eligibility Branch
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